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evidence that it seeks to promote the institutional Church rather than help the
victims. The hierarchy repeatedly assure victims of their support and their
commitment to end or at least control the scourge of abuse, but the unspoken
qualification is that it must be done their way. (For example, the legislatures of the
States of New York and California passed legislation that would benefit all victims of
sexual abuse by changing the Statutes of Limitation. In spite of highly expensive
opposition by the bishops in each State, the legislation passed. Nevertheless, the
Diocese of Rockville Center in New York challenged the constitutionality of the Child
Victims Act, as the legislation was called, in an attempt to have it revoked by the
courts. They were unsuccessful.*® Now, the bishops of the State of California are
mounting a similar challenge to the constitutionality of the similar legislation in that

State.)*

The institutional Church has faced widespread violations of mandatory clerical
celibacy in the past. The challenges came not only from the sexual abuse of children
but concubinage and clerical marriage. Clerical marriage became a threat in the
medieval period when bishops began to take a very negative approach to married
diocesan priests, which were common until the marriage of priests was prohibited for
the entire Church at the First Lateran Council in 1123, and repeated at the Second
Lateran Council in 1139 and at the Third Lateran Council in 1179. The Council of Trent
(1545-1563), rather than just prohibiting clerical marriages, declared that a marriage
by a cleric was invalid.*° Every challenge to clerical celibacy in the past has been
countered by the efforts of the popes and the bishops. The institutional Church,

through its hierarchical leadership, was attempting to fix itself.

48 See: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/ny-judge-upholds-child-victims-act-after-
challenge-by-rockville-centre-diocese-63593

49

“California bishops challenge state’s extension of statute of limitations for abuse”, Catholic News

Agency, February 1, 2021.

50

Lateran Council I, canon 21; Lateran Council Il, canons 6, 7, 21; Lateran Council lll, canon 11;

Council of Trent, Session XXIV, canon 9. All references to the Lateran Councils are found in H. J.
Schroeder, Editor and Translator, Disciplinary Decrees of the General Councils (St. Louis: B. Herder
Book Co, 1937): pp. 192, 200, 208, 224. The reference from Trent is found in H. J. Schroeder,
Editor and Translator, Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent (St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co,
1941): p. 182.
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clerics. Some of the confusion on the part of bishops was genuine and some was

simply an excuse for their inaction.

The whole secrecy issue was rendered moot by Pope Francis with an instruction
issued on December 17, 2019.%° Simply put, the pope decreed that the pontifical
secret, which had protected the documentation from being disclosed in civil court
proceedings and also provided clerics with a ready excuse for refusing to answer
questions, no longer covered any documentation pertaining to processes involving
clergy sexual abuse. The same instruction also stated that confidentiality can no
longer be used as an excuse for refusing to turn over documents when they are
legitimately requested, nor can it be used as an excuse for not fulfilling reporting

obligations.

Mental reservation

Unfortunately, it has been well established over the past few years that bishops and
others in various governmental offices in the Church intentionally lied to the media,
other clergy, the laity, the Holy See, the victims, their families, their attorneys, law
enforcement, and to civil judges while under oath in court proceedings. This is
shocking since it concerns the most trusted members of the Church and some of the

most trusted and revered members of our society.

The most common excuse for not being forthright about clergy sexual abuse is the
avoidance of scandal and the protection of the Church. The image of clergy
members, who are some of the most respected members of secular society and
clearly were the most revered members of the Catholic Church, sexually violating
children and young adolescents was too much for many people to process in the
initial period of the “scandal”. Bishops and priests who had never encountered it

were as stunned as the lay people.

In the beginning, it seemed unheard of for church authorities to readily admit the

possibility when reports of abuse came in. When reports were confirmed as true, the

3 See: Rescriptum ex Audientia SS.MI: Rescriptum of the Holy Father Francis to promulgate the
Instruction On the Confidentiality of Legal Proceedings, 17.12.2019.
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2019/12/17/191217b.html
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“Well, the general teaching about mental reservation is that you are not
permitted to tell a lie. On the other hand, you may be put in a position where you
have to answer, and there may be circumstances in which you can use an
ambiguous expression realizing that the person who you are talking to will accept
an untrue version of whatever it may be — permitting that to happen, not willing
that it happened, that would be lying. It really is a matter of trying to deal with
extraordinarily difficult matters that may arise in social relations where people
may ask questions that you simply cannot answer. Everybody knows that this
kind of thing is liable to happen. So mental reservation is, in a sense, a way of

answering without lying.”

With regard to sexual abuse, some claim that it is morally justifiable to lie in order to
protect the reputation of the institutional Church. One cleric, a priest who is a
member of the Legionaries of Christ, stated in a documentary that it is acceptable to
not reveal the truth to those not entitled to the truth.>” He cited the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (Vatican, 1992), which in fact does state such a doctrine at no. 2489.%®
The problem is obvious: who decides when a person is not entitled to the truth and

for what reasons?

Generally, a lie about sexual abuse is formulated in either an active form, such as
denying that a person has sexually abused children, or in a passive form, such as
failing to inform a bishop or the parish priest of a parish that an assigned priest or
cleric is a known abuser. In either case, and under any guise, these instances never
fulfill even the most remote circumstances for applying mental reservation. The
concept of the “good of the Church” never allows for enabling sexual abuse or
covering for sexual abuse since “the Church” is hardly limited to the clerics or the

hierarchy but includes the abused and the lay faithful susceptible to abuse.

It is difficult to find any justification for any form of mental reservation when one is

dealing with sexual abuse of children. On one hand there are the standard excuses

57 The Legion, Ireland, RTE, directed by Mick Peelo, 2014.

38 Catechism of the Catholic Church: Part Three, Life in Christ, Section Two, The Ten
Commandments. Article 8. IV Respect for the Truth.
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a8.htm
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support for the person used to come from the external symbols or from the
priest or minister to whom he or she turned for support and guidance. But the
natural reaction to turn to the Church or a priest is met by a psychological or
emotional reaction derived from the abuse. The source of security is now a
source of pain and even revulsion. The frustration and anxiety are grounded in
the perceived futility of seeking a source of spiritual assistance and finding

none.

Healing the wounds

Healing the wounds from sexual abuse by a cleric, especially a priest, is a life-long
process that is rarely completely successful. In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI wrote a letter
to the people of Ireland.” While he said much that was honestly sensitive and
remorseful, his advice to those who had been damaged was completely inappropriate
and would have guaranteed many a painful re-traumatization. The pope, in good
faith, urged the Irish to turn to the Church, the institutional Church, for healing and

renewal.

Pope John Paul Il publicly acknowledged victims on several occasions, but his advice
too reflected a profound ignorance of the traumatic after-effects of sexual abuse by a
cleric. He offered only prayer as a healing remedy. In his very first public statement
on the issue, he said in a letter to the American bishops: “I ask you to reflect together
with the priests, who are your co-workers, and with the laity, and to respond with all
the means at your disposal. Among these means, the first and most important is
prayer: ardent, humble, confident prayer.” He ended the letter with an exclamation
of misplaced blame and an insensitive insult to the American people: “Yes dear

I”

brothers, America needs much prayer — lest it lose its soul” (see Appendix 3; emphasis
in original.) In 1999, the late pope addressed the Irish bishops, and at the conclusion
of his discourse he made mention of the sexual abuse issue. He first expressed
sympathy for priests: “At a time when priests are suffering due to the pressures of the

surrounding culture and the terrible scandal given by some of their brother priests ... |

71 pastoral Letter of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to the Catholics of Ireland, 19 March 2010.
http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2010/documents/hf ben-

xvi let 20100319 church-ireland.html
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have been close to you in suffering and prayer, commending to the ‘God of all
comfort’ (2 Cor 1:3) those who have been victims of sexual abuse on the part of clerics

or religious.”

The only spiritual recovery programs for those recovering from sexual abuse trauma
that are available from church sources are those involving psychological intervention.
My own experience with many victims involved some courageous and radical steps,
which | admit that | had to experience myself as | sorted out my own spiritual
damage. The goal is helping the abused person find some inner spiritual peace and
not reconciliation with the institutional Church or forgiveness of the perpetrator. The
basic approach is to help the victim address his or her self-destructive belief system.

To do this, | have found the following matters to be essential:

(a) De-mythologize the magical notion of the priest.

(b)  Respond to the emptiness arising from the loss of religion.

(c)  Distinguish between authentic spirituality, passive dependent religiosity, and

belief.

(d)  Affirm the Church’s responsibility for the abuse and its aftermath.

(e)  Explore the victim’s concept of God and affirm his or her rejection of that

image or even the existence of a higher power.

THE FINAL ANALYSIS — WHY THIS HAS BEEN A TRAIN WRECK

The failure of the hierarchy to be pastors

What does it mean to be “pastoral”? How could the clergy have been true “pastors”

to the victims of the sexual violation by their own brother clerics? The term

|H’

“pastoral” is used constantly in the context of the practices of clergy of most religious

72 John Paul Il, “Address of John Paul Il to the bishops of Ireland on their ‘ad limina’ visit,” June 26,
1999. http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1999/june/documents/hf jp-
ii_ spe 19990626 ad-limina-irlanda.html
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revealed an honest realization of the seriousness of the state of the issue in Ireland,

but it also reflected the hierarchical tendency to shift blame:”

“I must also express my conviction that, in order to recover from this grievous
wound, the Church in Ireland must first acknowledge before the Lord and before
others the serious sins committed against defenceless children ... | wish to exhort
all of you, as God’s people in Ireland, to reflect on the wounds inflicted on Christ’s
body ... | ask you to offer up your fasting, your prayer, your reading of Scripture
and your works of mercy in order to obtain the grace of healing and renewal for
the Church in Ireland. | encourage you to discover anew the sacrament of
Reconciliation and to avail yourselves more frequently of the transforming power

of its grace.”

This is not a homosexual problem

There are voices in the Vatican, among the world’s bishops, among priests and lay
people, who continue to try to lay the source of the problem on the homosexual
orientation in general and on gay priests in particular. Coming up with statistics
showing that the majority of victims of male priests are young boys means only that
the majority of the victims are young boys. Homosexuality does not cause
psychosexual disorders. Rampant homophobia will only make the overall problem

waorse.

Some of the literature advancing the anti-homosexual theory is from sources within
the clergy and some from lay people. The Holy See held a seminar during the first
week of April 2003 at which seven “experts” discussed the issue. The proceedings
were published by the Vatican in 2004. The title of the volume is Sexual Abuse in the
Catholic Church: Scientific and Legal Perspectives. Only one of the presenters was
from the U.S., Dr. Martin Kafka, a psychiatry professor at Harvard Medical School. Dr.

Kafka said that homosexuality could be a “risk factor” but that it was not the cause of

74 Pope Benedict XVI, “Pastoral letter of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to the Catholics of
Ireland”, March 19, 2010 (emphasis in original). http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-
xvi/en/letters/2010/documents/hf ben-xvi let 20100319 church-ireland.html
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and disjointed responsibility for child protection within the HSE, as reported by the
Commission, are simply not acceptable in a society which values children and their safety.

For too long Ireland has neglected its children.

Just last week we saw a case of the torture of children, within the family, come before the
courts. Just two days ago, we were repulsed by the case of a Donegal registered sex
offender ..... and school caretaker .....

Children and young adults reduced to human wreckage.
Raising questions and issues of serious import for State agencies.

We are set to embark on a course of action to ensure the State is doing all it can to
safeguard our children.

Minister Shatter is bringing forward two pieces of legislation — firstly, to make it an offence
to withhold information relating to crimes against children and vulnerable adults; and
secondly, at long last, to allow for the exchange of ‘soft information” on abusers.

As Taoiseach, | want to do all | can to protect the sacred space of childhood and to restore
its innocence.

Especially our young teenagers, whom | believe to be children.
Because regardless of our current economic crisis, the children of this country are, and
always will be, our most precious possession of all.

Safeguarding their integrity and innocence must be a national priority. That is why |
undertook to create a Cabinet ministry for Children and Youth Affairs.

The legislation ‘Children First’ proposes to give our children maximum protection and
security without intruding on the hectic, magical business of being a child.

Conclusion

Cardinal Josef Ratzinger said:

‘Standards of conduct appropriate to civil society or the workings of a democracy cannot be
purely and simply applied to the Church.

As the Holy See prepares its considered response to the Cloyne Report, as Taoiseach, | am
making it absolutely clear, that when it comes to the protection of the children of this State,
the standards of conduct which the Church deems appropriate to itself, cannot and will not,
be applied to the workings of democracy and civil society in this republic.

Not purely, or simply or otherwise.

CHILDREN ..... FIRST.

(The above text was posted on the Taoiseach’s website. See: https://www.bishop-
accountability.org/news5/2011_07 20 Kenny Statement.htm#on_Taoiseach_site )
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