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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF JAMES EDWARD JOSEPH TASKER

I, James Edward Joseph Tasker state; —
INTRODUCTION

1. My fullname is James Edward Joseph Tasker and | was born on| GRO-C 1968
I currently live in Palmerston North with my partner and work in the gardenlng

industry.
2. | was bom in Otaki and grew up with my parents and older sister.

3. My ethnicity is European from my mother’s side and part-Maori from my Dad’s
side of the family; he was from around Ruatoria.| haven’t yet explored that
much of my whakapapa, partly because of my total dyslexia.

4. This statement relates to the time | spent at Marylands School in Christchurch
and outlines the abuse | suffered at the hands of the Catholic order of St John
of God. | will outline the abuse and how this has affected my life since.

Background

5. My parents were cros, and ~ GROB and | have an older S|ster GRO B

who s fouryears oider than me. Growing up we had a happy family life, | Ioved
both my parents and | have good memories growing up as a kid. We were a
normal family, with good and bad aspects.
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6. Both my grandparents and my mother were strong Catholics, but it was really
my grandparents that shoved the religion down my throat. | was made to go to
church two or three days a week. | just kept making a scene and stirring people
up as | didn'twantto go, so eventually they stopped taking me. We went to
church in Levin where they lived, | think it was the St Joseph'’s parish. | really
took no notice of church growing up, | didn't have holy communion and was
happy when | got kicked out.

7. As my father was a bricklayer, our family moved around a lot with his work and
we ended up living in New Plymouth when itwas time for me to attend school.

Schooling

8. | started primary school in New Plymouth at a Catholic school run by Nuns. At
school | would stir up everyone, start riots in the classroom and throw chalk
around. | know | drove my mother nuts. | was kicked out of this school and

because of this and the fact my parents then split up, my mother, sister and |
moved back to Foxton. My grandmotherboughtus a rundown house.

9. Once back in Foxton | first wentto Coley Street school. Unfortunately, at Coley
Street | was suspended quite quickly. There was a terrible teacher there called
Mrs GroB who would slap you across the knuckles with hermetal ruler if you
wroté”thé.létters wrong in your writing book. | warned her if she did it again, |
would rip herwig off. She did hitmy knuckles again, so | ripped off her wig and
threw it around the room like a rugby ball. | returned to Coley a few weeks later
butagain gotin trouble so neededto move to Park Street school, also in Foxton.

10.My mother had me assessed by our doctor as | was extremely hyperactive. |
had been from birth and have been forall of my life. My mother then took me to
a shrink called Dr Buchanan. | was diagnosed around this time as hyperactive
and having ADHD. The doctor also prescribed me Ritalin, but my mother took
me off it as it turned me into a zombie. It made me just sit on the floor rocking
back and forth. My ADHD has prevented me from sleeping much atnight, even
to this day | only sleep a couple of hours a night.
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34.The staff attempted to give me Ritalin, but | would flush the tablets down the
toilet because | did not want to be out of it and smashed off my trolley. They
thought! was taking my pills.

35.Most of the staff were cool and nice to us boys. The ladies would help us at
nightand some would take us outin the weekends and we’d go on motorbikes
and do other cool stuff. | remember there were four young staff, two of whom
would sit down with me and help me read. | neverhad a problem with any of the
lay staff.

36.1 remember my sister visited me once at Marylands, but | always used to go
back home during the holidays, so visits didn’t matter to me, but| felt bad for
the boys who neverwent home. | used to tell my Mum about the abuse when |
wenthome for the holidays. She’d say, “If you stuff this up, you're buggered.”

37.Two of my friends at Marylands, they never saw their parents, they were
dropped off and for years had had no family suppor, just the Brothers.

ABUSE

38.Rightfrom the beginning of my time at Marylands | was aware that there was a
huge amountofsexual behaviourhappening between the Brothers and the boys
and also between the older and younger boys.

39.At nightl would hear noises coming from the other boys’ bedrooms, noises of
moaning and groaning which scared me. | had a baseball bat under my bed to
ensure nobody came near me.

40.0ne incident| witnessed was down the back of the rugby field. There were two
older boys one of whom was{ GROB-2 as well as two little five-year-old boys.

They were in the underground hutand | witnessedthat one of the little boys had

his pants off and his legs apart andﬁGg_g’"gwas standing over him with his pants
off, aboutto have anal intercourse.

41.The otherolder boy appeared to be having oral sex with the other five-year-old.
All fourboys were in school uniform.When the older boys saw me approaching,
they pulled up their pants and chased me across the rugby field. When they
caughtme, | was punched and kicked butl never told anybody aboutwhat had
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happened. g7, had been broughtup at Marylands from a very young age. He
was one of thesmk ones. Hewas a weirdo whowas stuffedin the head. He was
dangerous and weird. | had to smash him in the head once in the toilet block
because he tried to feel me up. ! just kept away from him.

42.With the Brothers, it was like they would go through each villaat nightandit was
like an open market for their sexual behaviour.

43.1 once witnessed a Brother fondling a young boy’s genitals in the shower block.

44.]1 was at Marylands for about eight months before | was approached in a sexual
way. By this time GRO-BBI‘DQwas in charge of our villa. One night| was
lyingin bed when GRO-BBFDQ who was new at the school came in to tuck
me in.

45, GRO-B Br DQ | tucked me in and then put his hand under the blankets and
touched my penis. He continued playing with me until 1 told him to get out of my

room.

46.The next morning, | approached him, and he took me into his room which was
down the end of the vlllaGROBBrDQ told me he was sorry about what had
happened and would notdo it again.

47.Unfortu natelyGRO-BBrDQlled and did exactly the same thing to me about
fourmonths later. To me it was the way that the Brothers operated. They would
appear to be tucking in the boys at nightbutinstead touched them and abused
them. | just threatened him thatif he did it again, | would smash him with my bat

which lhad undermy bed.

48.1 think he got the message as he left me alone but just continued visiting other
boys in other villas at night. GRO-B Br DQ |would go through the whole villa
tuckingin all the boys and fondling them, it was disgusting.

49. Another Brother tried it on me one Sunday when | was playing basketball in the
gym. The Brother sat down and talked to me and then began to abuse me. He
fiddled with my penisand he wanted me to go outthe back of the gym and have
oral sex with him. He was short and looked like a penguin. When he tried it on,
| attacked him and threw him across the room. | believe | hurthim because,
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they phoned and told my mother. She told them that | don’treact like that for no
reason. | told my Mum that the Brothers were stuffed in the head.

50.There was one other occasion that another Brother tried to fondle my genitals
inthe shower block. As a result, | smashed him, and a numberof other Brothers
had to jump on me. The Brother | punched wentto hospital and | was told to go
to bed. | wasn’t held to account because they knew if they called the cops, |
would open up a hornet's nest. The Brother | punched was then shipped back
to Australia.

51.Looking back, | should have had assaultcharges laid against me for what | did
to these Brothers, but they didn’t call the Police. They just swept the abuse
underthe carpet.

52.1 believe now | probably changed things at Marylands when | was there and
stopped some of the abuse from happening. Because | was so big and got
violent with the Brothers they then left me alone, but also avoided other boys
who were near me or in my villa. | threatened any Brother coming in to our villa
at nightand even punched one in the nose once who came in at night. There
were five-year-olds at Marylands and they were just targeted by the Brothers.

53.There were some good Brothers and | remember four who were really nice. |
feltthey tried to help me and were supportive. Unfortunately, they all left.

54.1 was also sexually abused by another pupil called GRO-B-3

a friend of mine at the school but abused me several times.

at the school since he was very small and had his own flat

He was probably three years older than me.

55.The first time the abuse happened was when | was about 14 and went outon
the weekend WithéG.R(.):B.-é.; to his mate’s flat. We consumed alcohol and | got
drunk. | then went"t-t-:.).-gllééb at the back of the house, and GROBS got into bed
with me and started playing with my penis. He then sucked on my penis.| had
knowné-&aég@ right from day one at Marylands and did not know he was like

that.

56.0n anotheroccasion | got drunkon a flask of vodka upin é'éﬁd-'ﬁ-‘éfl’s flat. He then

tried to put his hands down my pants and suck on my penis, but | told him to
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“fuck off”. | remember one of the kitchen staff coming up to drag me out of the
room because | could hardly walk.

57. GRO-B-3 fried to fondle me on many other occasions, but | never let anything
happen again. GRO-B-3 actually came to visit me once in Foxton. He was stil
very weird, and my mother and | had to puthimon the bus to send him away.

58.There was no other abuse on me other than what | have just described. | did
howeverwitness other boys fiddling with each otherand sucking on each others
penises. It happened on a day-to-day basis.

59.There was a lot of sex amongst the boys, a sexual culture. There were lots of
sexual noises at night, when walking around. | was aware of it happening in the
toilet blocks and boys jumping into bed together at nights. | found it disgusting
but I just switched off to this mostly, otherwise | would go nuts.

60.1 remember one boy who would masturbate in class in front of everyone, he did
not know it was wrong. | had to hit him across the head to stop.

61.1 justmade it clear that no one was to go nearme.

62.Boys would take each other intothe boiler room and also into the gym where no
one could see them.

Physical

63.1 would get the cane on an almost daily basis for my behaviour, which after a
while stopped having any effect on me. In fact, | actually attacked two Brothers
with their own cane after threateningto do it ifthey hitme. As a result, they rang
my mother and told herwhat| had done. They threatened to call the Police and
| just said, “please do”, thinking that would close down the school. Of course,
they neverrang the Police.

64.They also used to soak their canesin water and then leave them in the sun to
make them more effective, more painful.

Later years at Marylands

65.0nce | got a bit older, | shifted into the villa for older boys, it was like a flatting
situation. We were all around the same age and we were on our own instead of
a Brother sleeping in our dorm. It was to get us ready for when we
left Marylands. By this time, | realised | couldn’t stop the abuse that was

Page 9 of 17






WITN0675001

stage | told my mother that the Brothers were abusingthe otherchildren.l didn't
tell herthat | had in fact been abused. She told me to watch my back and keep
my nose clean. | told herwhatwas goingon when Ireturned home for the school
holidays. | told her more than once.

72.When | told my mother, sherang the schooland complainedto someone. “We'll
sort it out,” she was told. But it was swept underthe carpet. | told her | was not
bullshitting, and | think my mother believed me.

73. _GRO-BBrDQ ;did oncetell me notto tell anyoneandsaid “It's ourlittle secret.”
He was at the school up until the time [ left.

74. While | was at Marylands | did complain to some of Brothers about what | had
seen of the Brotherscoming intothe boys' roomsat night Of

course, nothing was everdone about it.

75.1 also told a nice 20-year-old staff member who had only been there a couple of
weeks. They just told me, “l need my job.”

76.1 also told my former partner " 4, whoisnow|  cRos | GReE-
and | were together for 10 years and | helped bring up her daughterGROB'as
well. | told GREB aboutthe abuse when | was about 25 years old. She also went

with me to the Police in 2003, which | describe below.

IMPACT OF THE ABUSE

77.As a result of the abuse and my experience at Marylands it has made me a lot

warier of people. | am quicker to not like people. It's made me look at lots of
things differently.

78.1 have no problem with relationships with both females and male friends, but |
have a problem with “weirdos” and any paedophile as | now know children don’t
have a choice and adults do.

79.Withoutdoubt | am a lot more violent as result of my experience at Marylands.

If | don’t like someone it's best, they do not come near me. Over the years |
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86.1 still get nightmares and have done formany years. | used to have them all the
time. If 'm notbusy, | will wake up screaming and have done ever since | left
school.

87.Most the time | can block stuff out. | have now told my boss whois aware of the
abuse and nightmares. He also knows | want to get even. The majority of my
flashbacks are of what happened at Marylands. | mostly didn’t sleep to make
sure | was not assaulted by Brothers and boys.

REDRESS

88.In 2003 the Police rang and initially spoke to _4 as they could notget hold of
me. | then went to the station and spoke wuth Detect:ve Ross at Palmerston
North. | made a statement, looked at photographs and identified people and

places.
Refer Exhibit WITN0675002 — Marylands Newsletter

Refer Exhibit WITN0675003 - Copy of Police statement from 2003

89. After making the statement, | was told that! would be required as a witness and
was required to go to Christchurch in about two weeks for court. | was told my
flightswouldbe paid for. After| leftthe station, | didn’thear from them or receive
any calls.

90.1 told my boss and got leave from work, but nothing happened, and we never
heard back from them. | followed up by enquiring at the old Palmerston North
police station, | rang the Police several times and| was told that it wasn't

happening. | was really pissed off that | was not required because | wanted to
get even and thought something needed to be done about them.

91.1 was also angry with the Police and | wentin a couple of times to the police
station. | told them they were wankers and was rude to them. | told them that
they were bullshitters after getting me to open up to my partner aboutthe abuse
and then promising a court case but not delivering.

92.At least they could have rung and told me | was not needed as | had arranged
with my boss at the quarry to have time off work for two weeks. He had to getin
other employees to cover me, so | missed outon two weeks’ pay.
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
AbusenCaIe..........dbs B

Signed H GRO-C

Dated: f/ '
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