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I 
n 1884, the Walch Tower Bible and Tract ::;oriety was incorporated in the Court of Common Pleas 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The movement of Charles 'J'aze Russell became an 
established religious business. a tax-exempt corporation that would go on to control the lives of 
more than 8 million devoted followers, 

One hundred years later and tour hours soulheast of"Allegheny, I was baplized as one o[Jehovah's 
Witnesses in a tiled. heated baptismal pool in Crownsville Maryland. I was rn. 

Thirty-live years after that, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania served me with a subpoena to testify in a 
Grand Jury investigation into alleged criminal activity by lhe very same religious organization lo which I 
devoted the formative and working years of my life. Let mi> explain why this happened. 

1 grew up in Baltimore. Maryland. the only c-hild of devoted Jehovah·s Wilness parents who had embraced 
the religion following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the Cub:m Missile Crisis. and the 
escalation of the Vietnam war. Jehoval't"s Witnesses pounded the pavements of l3altimore, preaching the 
imminence of Am1ageddon. 

Watchtower vice-president and oracle F'rederickW. Franz famously came lo Baltimore in 1966, delivering 
muU-iple conventions speeches, including the epic book release of Life J,;veriasting in Freedom afthe Sans 

of Gad. This 400+ page publication unveiled a shocking timetable orworld events, including the revelation 
that 1975 would mark the most significant modern date in history. 

From that moment fmv.rard, everything changed. Urgency over the date 1975 drove Witnesses into a sL1btle 
frenzy. with Organization overseers using these new revelations as spiritual mttle prods. driving many to 
sell their homes and preach I.he news of the ends of the world. 

When l was 8 years old, Hl75 came and went, but new predictions emerged, and the old ones were revised. 
As a child, I could not accept lhal I was being lied lo, so I tmsted Jehovah's Witnesses and their appointed 
elders. 

Among the most trusted elders was a man named Charles Brineshults. Charlie, as he was known. was a 
long-time appointed elder, a widower, and held the distinction of being one of the elite few remaining 
"anointed- Jehovah·s Witnesses on Earth. He was also a serial pedophile. but 1 didn't know Lhal. 
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Even as a child my instincts told me something was not right Ilrineshults shuffled from family to family, 
latching on lo the generosity of anyone who would take him in. 01" course. the homes he selected and the 
families he embraced all had chlldren. Vulnerable children. 

11 was not until about 10 years ago during a group vacation that a close friend and longstanding elder heard 
the name Brineshults in conversation, and he piped in •"oh yeah. he diddled kids. you didn't knowT 

"What'?" I exclaimed as l shot a piercing gaze across the ::;onth Carolina beach resort, expecting to hear this 
was some kind of joke. But it wasn't. As it turns out. it was an open secret among dozens of families and 
nearly all ofthe elders in the congregation circuits l grew up in. 

1 was horrified. At that moment I could instantly recall sitting in the rear of a Kingdom Hall after a meeting, 
watching Charlie approach me wilh my father nearby. "Mark is so polite when he answers Lhe phone, I am 
very impressed He speaks to clearly and with such maturity;· 

1 was barely l[) years old. Like so many others. I was unaware I was being groomed, and were it not for the 
screen of my extra-protective mother. I would most certainly have been one of his many victims. 

And then there was Ongsin_gco. 

Louis Ongsingco was a charismatic Watchtower-appointed pioneer minister and self-declared pied piper of 
the local Jehovah's Witness children. He was engaging. well-t:raveled. and he liked girls. Young girls. 
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Louis Ongsingco 

Louis was a jet-setting Hight attendant who frequenlly returned from Paris or London with expensive 

chocolates and other gifts for the kids he liked the most He was also a massage therapist. 

He had a smooth-talking way of conversing with teen girls, advancing his hands further and further from 

their shoulders to their backs. then finally crossing the lines between friendly conduct and full-on sexual 

assault I saw this myself". 

I was barely a teenager when 1 approached local elder Robert ·'tlob" Manke about Ongsingco's beha\•ior 

wilh girls. Where else would J go'' My parents couldn'1 conb·ol Louis, and I didn"t know that this was a 

matter for the police. How could l'? So l trusted that Manke and the other elders would handle the situation. 

They didn't. lnstead, they told Ongsingco that 1 had outed him. which led to severe chastisement from 

Louis himself. It was frightening. Meanwhile, Louis kepi up his behavior. and decades p,18secl. After leaving 

the Witness religion in im�. I wanted to see what happened to this man, 

Atler a brief investigation. l discover,ed that .Louis Ongsingco went on lo sexually assault multiple women, 

both Jehovah's Witnesses. and non-Witnesses. By 2001 at least seven diflerent women filed hvo bwsuits 

against Ongsingco. 
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These lawsuits are independent of additionaJ allegations against Ongsingco, including those of two women 

who claim that Ongsingco placed his hands down the front of their shirts when they were teenagers. 

One ofthose women came forward to the Atlantic in 2019 and was interviewed by journalist Doug 

Quenqua, who investigated Jehovah"s Witnesses in his a11iele The Secret Database of Child abuse. 

The AUanLic Article 
In iol8 I was introduced to Douglas Quenqua. a respected 1vriter whose work has appeared in the New 

York Times. CNBC, Buzzfeed. and other periodicals. Doug had learned that J had received hundreds of 

pages of child abuse case documents from several Jehovah·s Witness congregations, and he wanted lo 

learn more. 

Over the course of �018, we spent a number of days discussing these documents, and why J.:,hovah's 

Witnesses had not reported these cases lo Lhe po!iee. The incidents were horrit"ying, and worse yet. they 

revealed that most of the perpe1rators were still at large. and were in contact with children. 

On March 22nd. 2019. the Atlantic released Ooug's arlicle. 24 Hours later, two eldet·s rang our doorbell 

before JO AM. We did not answer. When we checked our security camera later. it was apparent who these 

men were. They were church elders from the Perry Hall Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses in Maryland. 

One of the two elders is the father of a woman who was sexually assaulted by not one. but hvo Jehovah's 

Witness men. The men were l3rineshults and Ongsingco. 

Two Church Elders at my door. seeking to disfellowship 

l remember thinking how pathetic it was to be chased down by the very men who have been covering up 

child abuse for years. and whose children were among the victims. 

On April 14th, iorn, Watchtower representative and local church elder Joel Raniolo mailed two certified 

letters to my home, demanding that we attend a judicial hearing at the Perry Hall church. When reached, 

Raniolo refused to divulge why he had sent the letters. and how he had obtained our personal information. 

On May 14th, 20J!J. another Church elder announced to the Perry Hall congi·egation that Mark and 
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JUmoer1y u uonneu are no 10nger Jenovan s witnesses. H naa oeen Jtt years smce my maocrrmanon ana 
baptism back in February 1984. 

TJ1e Pennsylvania Grand Jury 
In the weeks following the release of the Atlantic article, national and global attention became focused on 
the Jehovah·s Witness religion. Jn particular. the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General took notice of 
the allegations of corruption within the Witness Organization. 

The State of Pennsylvania is no strange>r to the cover-up of abuse within religious organizations. In iorn. 
the Attorney Gener;il's office released the results of a two-year investigati on into the Catholi c churc 
following multiple substanLiated rnports or child sexual abuse and corresponding cover-ups. 

On July 2nd. 2019 1 was interviewed in my home by the Deputy Assistant Attorney General of 
Pennsylvania, along with a Special lnvestigator for 1he Stale. For more than three hours I provided 
documentation and details concerning the policies and practice s  of'Jehovah·s Witnesses, especially in 
connection with child abuse. 

on July ,mth a Special Investigator an·ived at my Ualtimore home and served a subpoena for me to appear 
befme the 45th Investigative Grand Jury of the State of Fem1sylvania. 

Finally. on August ��nd, 2019. I arrived at the Stale Capitol before 7.30 AM and was sworn in by Judge J . 
�lesley Oler in his chambers. Moments later 1 entered the large Grand Jury room, where �:J grand jurors 
and approximately 12 -15 alternates were stationed at their desks. positioned to take notes and record their 
questions on paper. 

A Grand Jury is a special tool used by state and federal governments to investigate criminal all egations 
against persons or institutions. The powers of g-rand juries at·e wide-ranging and potent. They include the 
ability to subpoena and compel witnesses to testify. and those witnesses are encouraged to speak freely 
and without fear of reprisal. 

Any fom1 of retaliation is taken seriously by the office of lhe Attorney General and the presiding judge. Of 
course. Jehovah's Witnesses had already executed retaliation on my vvil'e and me in response to our elfo1•ts: 
to shed light on the epidemic child abuse problem within the religion. 

My testimony lasted more than tv\•o straight hours as I sat fac ing the Grand Jury and the Deputy Attorney 
General .  together with several state Attorneys and Special Investigators. 

Grand Juries c:an be c:ath.artic experi ences for cooperati ve witnesses who testify on the side of civil juslice. 
That was my experience . 

For the first half of my initial testimony. 1 recounted my personal history wilhln the Jehovah's Witness 
religion. beginning- with my religiously isolated childhood. It was an opportunity to share my experiences 
\vith a large group of citizens who \vi.11 ultimately make important decisions when lhey vote on the choices 
presented to them. 

There were mome nts of levity amidst the proceedings, including a curious exchange in which I discussed 
the history of the Witnesses· custom Bible, the New World Translation. I explained how the translation was 
largely the brainchild of Frederick W. Franz. whose linguistic education was limited to a maximum of twu 
years study of Greek, and no training in Hebrew. 

The irony of this information was not lost upon the investigating members of the Grand Jury. 

The c;raud Jm'J and Lhe J\\: 01·ganizalion 
As the morning progressed. m}' testimony turned to the driving force behind the reason these people were 
assembled in this room- to comprnhend whether the religious hierarchy which drives this religion is 
responsible for the failure to report the crime or child abuse. 

A large whiteboard was placed to my left, facing the grand jurors. At the very top, the lelters "GB" were 
v,mtten in large letters. then circled. It was clear that the Deputy Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
understood that the decisions and power of this religion lay at the top of a complicated network of 
corporations, congregations, Circuit Overseers, and churchgoers. 

1 spent some time attempting to exl)lain the spider web of mechanisms used by Jehovah's Witnesses, 
describing the difference between their view of the spiritual and the legal. 

Branch Committees. Corporations, Circuit Overseers, Congregations, Elders. Ministerial �ervants, 
Pioneers, Publishers- all orthese found their way to the diagram of the Witness organization. Lines were 
drawn connecting all of the organizalional machinery which comprises the Jehovah's Witness: religion. In 
the end, a11 roads terminated al the Governing Body. 

After testifying for more than two hours. ! was excused and held in a waitinis area while the Grand Jurors 
scribbled their questions on pape1· and handed them to the Deputy Assistant Attorney General, after which 
1 was brought back into the room, and given the opportunity lo respond to the questions. 

The process was dignified, and thorough. bul dearly an incremental process. Four months later. I found 
myself escorted once again into the halls of Pennsylvaniajustice. this time in a brand new government 
complex even more secure than the prior Strawberry Square location. 

Grand juries are most otlen 18 months in leng1h. with citizen jurors obliged lo comply with the civic duty 
once per month for several days at a stretch. In some cases, grand juries are extended another 1:1 months. 
So it was no surprise that l returned 4 months after my initial testimony, this time to discuss documents. 

Uocumenls 
The smoking gun of certain crimes lies in the creation of a paper trail of evidence that substantiales 
repetitive negligent or criminal behavior. If there's one thing the Jeho\Jah's Witnesses are not lacking. it's 
docu1nents. 

From the inception of Watch Tower Pennsylvania in 1884. Jehovah's Witnesses have been in the document 
business. As the religion branched l'rom printing Bibles and books to buying and selling t-eal esta1e. the 
global corporations expanded. and so did the need 1o maintain centralized control over a growing member 
base. 

By the 1970s, the \',,litnesses had tightened controls over congregation elders, formed Governing Body 
Committees. and published letters to a11 Elders on various corporation letterheads They even began 
publishing a secret eider's manual with strict instructions that it be concealed from anyone not an elder. 

The expansion of congregation elder bodies meant that members trusted local elders lo handle certain 
matters which would otherwise be best handled by law enforcement. Elder bodies became the police 
department for Jehovah's Witnesses. 

As the organization became rur1iher centralized, policy letters became the norm. While many documents 
dealt with routine activities for the church. other letters started to emerge which seemed to border on 
matters best left for law enforcement. 

On July 1st. 1989. Watchtower New York issued a now-famous six-page letter to all congregation elders. 
labeled --confidential.'' This letter warned elders not lo divulge confidential information to -unauthorized'" 
persons, including the police. 

WATC:HTOWER 
BJILE ANO l"IACl SOCIETY Of NEW liOIIC, INC. 

QIU Wi&tQITOYif.l 

1!'11't(116 tl l  

July l ,  1989  

'TO AtL 60DlES OF  SLD'ERS rN THE  UNITED STATES 

Deo r B tothcc:s:  

We are  w r l l lng to 'help a l l  of you as i ndi v i dual  ie l der� be a1<1a r e  
o f  a g row i ng cone r n  r egA rding t h  handl ing of you r  dut i s h may 
i nvolve lega l  issues or questions.  Due to iu. 1■por:tance, t he 
presiding overseer: sbould arran.ge for: 11 special •ee in9 of tbe body 
o[ eldQrs  to [ead «114 con3 idec thi� Letter cgreful l y ,  

In  sp readi ng the i lngdom rn ssag , i t  J s  app copriat tha �e be 
old and outspoken.  J'esus commanded tbat "what you hea r wh isper ed . 

preach ,f ro111 t.he housetops . • C Matthew 10 : 27 ) Even w·hen worldly 
au tho r i t ies demand t.hal:: we keep s i l en , \ole repl y a.s did  1::he apos tles:  
"We cannot s top sp akin9 about t he t h lngs we have seen and he r� 
( Acts 4 : 20 )  The Ch r ist ia" congi::e9ation  w i l l  COnli:nuc to ..i� 
Ki 1ngdom message boldly unt i l  Jehovah says the wo rk l .,  ,. ,,. 

off.,. �� �Ji ... 

ld h h bl . . h ,..., .. , 16• 1'-..,. ....,, .. 'l, E ecs s are  t e o 113at1on to1 sbep - ,�,_.. �- '!-,�- �\� .� they must be ca,:eful n.ot to d, ivu.lge • ..,... ..,... �� ... ;::.-i,,• 
aa.t.t,ers Ito un.autho1i'.zed pe rf1or1r•• o"·• ...... •"'\:�, •••;.',�

,..
• .... � •- , , .!4  ,.,. • •• ... �� 111\ - l"" ,t • 1""' r,'°\�'\.

..AA6 1,,;1hen you r  wo rds shou ld pirov � .v�. •'"._ .• �., 11; ,,, 11• ••\.,. � .. cr-1• ""-"';.'.. 
Prov.er bH 10 :. 1 9  war ns :  • 1n. thl'. -t..•• '--"..r-�� .... ���., � ...... . ,..-:�-..._'!-4'>_�;,. _ _:,..., __ 
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It was clear that the rising number of child abuse cases in the Organization needed to be addressed, but 

Watchtower insisted that their New York Legal department act as first point of contact for any elders who 

learn of abuse. 

This letter served as the opening salvo in a policy of obstruction of justice for victims of child abuse and 

the law enforcement agents who could have helped them. 

On December 18th, 2019, I sat before the Pennsylvania Grand Jury, listening lo the reading of the entire six­

page Jetter from 1989. 

It began to hit me how serious these letters were, and how vital they are to the investigation into Jehovah·s 

Witnesses. Every line, every paragraph was dissected and scrutinized And then more letters were 

introduced. 

On March 14, 1997. Watchtower released yet another directive to elders . and this time they asked for 

documentation of known child abusers serving in  any congregation. It was. in efl'ect, an official 

announcement of a secret database of child abusers. 

On Page two, the letter stated: 

"However, the body of elders should discuss this matter and give 

the Society a report on anyone who is currently serving or who 

formerly served in a Socie ty-appointed position in your 

congregation who is known to have been guilty of child 

molestation in the past." 

This single sentence has formed the basis for a series of civil lawsuits in California in which attorney Irwin 

Zalkin and his team have worked many years to expose. knowi.ng that Watchtower is harboring the names 

of thousands of child ahusers in its database. Many of the abusers a11e .  till at large and serving in positions 

of authority among Jehovah's Witnesses. 

These were just a few of the many letters ! reviewed and certified as allthentic for the Pennsylvania Grand 

Jury. 

Whal Effect wrn the (;1•and Jm'J I I.we'? 

I cannot speculate on the full nature of this investigation. as these proceedings are sealed off from the 

public and the press. The Office of the Attorney General cannot confirm or deny that there is an 

investigation. They cannot confirm or deny that they will seek to investigate and subpoena specific 

individuals, such as victims, attorneys, experts, active elders. or members al' the organization who serve at 

the highest level. 

STATEWIDE lNVESTIGAT G GRAND JURY 

---SUBPOENA---

TO: Mark O' Donnell : SUPREME CO T OJ/ PE -YLVANlA 
: U M.O. MlSC. DKT. 2019 
: DA IIIN CO TY COi\1MON PLEAS 
: ·o. P-22-M.D.-6fl7-20i9 

I .  YOU arc ORDER.ED to appeu :iu � witoe..� Before the PENN VLVANIA STATEWIDE 
ES'flGATlNG (;RAND J .R , lrawberry quuc Building [Walnut lreetl, Commonwea lth 

Towers, Eighlb floor, The Honorable G. Thom"" Gnte.i fomorilll Grand Jui")· Courtroom, Harri,burg, 
Pe:�lnnla, on Monday, Augiu�I 19-Fridny, Aogullt 23, 1019 .at 8:3-0 0'<:lock A.M. to 1rslify a d gin 
evidence regarding aUeged violation• oft.be Jaw! oftbc CommonweaJtb ofPenns) lvnnia and to remain u nlil 
e.xcuud. 

2. YOU are furlhcr ORDERED: SEE A IT ACHMEN'f 

F LURE lo atltild llili>j (iuoe a w6rr:11nl lo be issued for you_r arr,esl and will make you liable under 
pcnalfy nf law for contempt of Court. 

DATED: Juue H, 2019 

Supervising Jlllfg� 

1f you have an que. tiou about your appears.nee, contact Assistant Chief DepulJ Attorney 
General 

otice: JI  Suh1>ocna: 4S!ii 

Subpoena for the 45th Investigative Grand Jury 

Only those who testify. and who have not been plat'ed under a gag order from the presiding judge may 

discuss their testimony. iflhey choose lo do so. Othenvise, until their investigation is complete. they will 

not t'omment. 

There are a number al' possible consequences of this Grand Jury investigation, and ii may take some time 

before we see the results. One outcome is a presentment- a recommendation lhat charges be filed against a 

person or organization. Another outcome is a formal report. like the Catholic Church report released in 

2018. 

\"Jhatever the case. the Office of the Attorney General has the power lo issue search warrants and 

subpoenas, to compel testimony. and may even cross state lines to accomplish their work. 

After a lifetime in the JehovaJi's Witness organization. having seen the damaging effects of child abuse and 

the cover-up of these crimes. 1 am thankful that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has finally turned its 

attention lo the organization which silenced the voices of' survivors and those who champion their rights. 

This article was originally published on February 8th, 20.lO. The USA Today followed this article by 

publishing their report on the san1e day. 

USA Today Article: https:/lwww.usatoday.com/storylnewslinvestigations/Z020102/081jehovahs-witnesses­

under-investigation-pennsylvania-at1orney-generals-officelZ425280001/ 

The Philadelphia Inquirer published their article later the same day. 

Philadelphia luqu.irer Article: h1tps:/1www.inquirer.comlnews/pennsylvania-grand-jury-investigating­

jehovah-witnesses-sex-abuse-cover-up-20ZOOZ09.htntl 
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On Monday. February 10th. 2020. Reveal News and the Center for Investigative Journalists published a 
report by journalist Trey Bundy. 

Reveal News Article: https:i/revealnews.orglarticlerpennsylvania-opens-grand-jury-lnve1,1ig:ation-into­
jehovahs-witnesses-cover-up- of- child-sex- abusel 

The Philade!phfa lnquirer journalist David Gambacorta folJowed his original article with a follow-up on 
February 14th. 2020. 

Philadelphia luquirer &eport #2: https:i/ww,v. inquirer.com/newsljehovahs-11.ritnesses- sex-abuse- cover­
up-pennsylvania- grand-jury-investigalion-20200214.htmJ 

Additional article references to lhe investigation.: 

From the Sol off :md Zervanos Lnw Firm: https:/lwww.soloff':md2ervanos .com/blogl2020/02/pennsylvania­
open-grand-jury-investigation-inlo-jehovahs-wilness-chjld-sex-abuse-cover-up.shlml 
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L _ _ _  GRO-A __ _ _  !says: 
April 16, 2023 at 2:39 am 

Kia ora Mark 

I follow your work and thank you for ii. I've just been watching your discussion wilh The Critical 
Thinkers. 

Just FYl: 

Do you know that their is a Royal Commission into Abuse in Care in Aotearoa New Zealand which has 
just been extended oul to March next year. I have made a submission regarding my experiences 
growing up as a JW and as an adulL 

They started originally with Catholics and Anglicans but extended it out about a year aiso to include 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Gloriavale and Exclusive Brethren 

Ma te wa 
L_ __ -· GRO-A _ -·- i 

Reply 

Mark O'Donnell says: 
April 17, 2023 at 6:01 pm 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·, Thank yoLj_ GRO-A : for your bravery and strength to be able to make a submission in your 
country. I know this will inspire others to come forward and hopefully achieve some sense of 
relief and solidarity with so many who have suffered with these secrets. Please keep me posted 
on how this Commission is going! 
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