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n 1884, the Watch Tower Bible and Traet Soeiety was incorporated in the Court of Common Pleas
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in the Comimonwealth of Pennsylvania. The movement of Charles Taze Russell became an
established religiousbusiness. a tax-exempt corporation that would go on ta control the lives of

more than 8 million devoted followers,

One hundred years later and tour hours southeast of Allegheny, 1 was baptized as one of Jehovah's

Witnesses in a tiled. heated baptismal pool in Crownsville Maryland. [ was 16.

Thirty-five years after that, the Cominonwealth of 'ennsylvania served me with a subpoena to testifyin a
Grand Jury investigation into alleged eriminal activity by the very sanme religious organization to which £
devoted the formative and working years of my life, Let me explain why this happened

1 grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. the only child of devoted Jehovah's Witness parents who had embraced
the religion following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the Cuban Missile Crisis. and the
escalation of the Vietnam war. Jehovah's Witnesses pounded the pavements of 13altimore, preaching the

imminence of Armageddon.

Watchtewer vice-president and oracle Frederiek W. Franz famously came to Baltimore in 1966, delivering
multiple conventions speeches, including the epic book release of Life Everiasting in Freedom of the Sons
of God. This 400+ page publieation unveiled a shoeking timetamle of warld events, ineluding the revelation

that 1975 would mark the most signiticant modern date in history.

From that mement ferward, evervthing changed. Urgency over the date 1975 drove Witnesses into a subtle
frenzy, with Organization overseers using these new revelations as spiritual cattle prods, driving many to

sell their homes and preach the news of the ends of the world.

When | was 8 years old, 1975 came and went, but new predictions emerged, and the old ones were revised.
As a child, 1 could not accept that | was being lied te, so | trusted Jehovah's Witnesses and their appointed

elders

Aniong the most trusted elders was a man nanied Charles Brineshults. Charlie, as he was known, was a
long-time appeinted elder, 2 widower, and held the distinetion of being one of the elite few remaining
“ancinted” Jehovah's Witnesses on Earth. He was also a serial pedophile. but | didn't know that.

“Bhe agreed with him that there|Bibla.” his Bible Is like a soldier Withouk

is @ 'lot of strife and (rouble in thel When someane gtsnrtitu[yrl_v his gun."

DOORTO-BOON VESIT—Sharles H. Rrinsshulth (ot described in arficle) disensses the Bible wilh
Jelioyah's Witnrsy Harnld B. James, ai pighl. Tha mrvement's cfiivenilon hers emds (omaortm,

Charles “Charlie” 8rineshults, Baltitnore Sun, August 20. 1966

Even as a child my instinets told me something was net right. Brineshults shuffled frem tamily to family,
latching on to the generosity of anyone who would take him in. Of course. the homes he selected and the
families he embraced all had children. Vulnerable children.

It was not until about 10 years ago during a group vacation that a close friend and longstanding elder heard
the name Brineshults in conversation, and he piped in “Ohyeal. he diddled kids. youdidn’t know?”

“What?" 1 exclaimed as | shot apiercing gaze across the South Carolina beach resort, expecting to hear this
was some kind of'joke, Butit wasn't. As it turns out, it was an open secret among dozens of families and

nearly all of the elders in the congregation circuits 1 grew up in.

1 was horrified. At that moment i could instantly recall sitting in the rear eof a Kingdom Hall after a meeting,
watching Charlie approach me with my tather nearby. “Mark is so polite when he answers the phone, 1 am
very impressed He speaks to clearly and with such maturity”

was barely 10 years old. Like so many others. [ was unaware [ was being groomed, and were it not for the

screen of my extra-protective mother. | would most certainly have been one of his many victims.
And then there was Ongsingco.

Louis Ongsingce was a charismatic Watchtower-appointed pioneer minister and self-declared pied piper of

the local Jehovah's Witness children. He was engaging, well-ifraveled. and he liked girls. Young girls.
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Louis Ongsingco

Louis was a jet-setting flight attendant who trequently returned from IParis or London with expensive

chocolates and other gifts fer the Kids he liked the niost. He was also a massage therapist.

He had a smooth-talking way of conversing with teen girls, advancing his hands further and turther from
their shoulders to their backs, then finally cressing the lines metween triendly conduet and full-on sexual

assault. 1 saw this myself.

1 was barely a teenager when [ approached local elder Robert “B3ob”™ Manke about Ongsingco’s behavior
with girls. Where else would | go? My parents couldnt control Louis, and | didn't know that this wasa

matter for the police. How could 1?7 5o 1 trusted that hManke and the other elders would handle the situation.

They didn't. Instead, they told Ongsingco that [ had outed him, which led to severe chastisement from
Louis himself. It was frightening. Meanwhile, Louis kept up his behavier. and decades passed. After leaving
the Witness religion in 2013, 1 wanted to see what happened to this man.

After a brief investigatien. [ discovered that Louis Ongsingco went on te sexually assault multiple women,
both Jehovalr's Witnesses, and non-Witnesses. By 2001 at least seven different women filed two lawsuits

against Ongsingco.
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These lawsuits are independent of additional allegations against Ongsingco, including those of twe wonien

who claim that Ongsingeo placed his hands down the tront of their shirts when theywere teenagers.

One ofthose women came forward to the Atlantic in 2019 and was interviewed by journalist Doug

Quengua, who investigated Jehovah's Witnesses in his article The Secret Database of Child abuse.

The Atlanlic Arlicle
In 2018 l wasintroduced to Douglas Quenqua, a respected writer whese work hias appeared in the New
York Times. CNBC, Buzzfeed, and ether periodiecals. Deug had learmed that | had received hundreds of
pages of child abuse case documents from several Jehovah's Witness congregations, and he wanted to

learn more.

Overtle course of 2018, we spent a nunmber of days discussing these documents, and why Jehovalr’s
Witnesses had not reported these cases te the police. The incidents were horrifving, and worse yet. they
revealed that niost of the perpetrators were still at large, and were in contact with children.

On March 22nd. 2019, the Atlantic released Doug’s article. 24 Heurs later. two elders rang our dosrbell
before 10 AM. We did net answer When we checked our security camera later, it was apparent who these

menwere. Theywere church elders from the ’erry Hall Congregation ef Jelevah’s Witnesses in Maryland.

One of the two elders is the father of a woman who was sexually assaulted by not one. but two Jehovah's

Witness men. The men were Brineshults and Ongsingce.
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Two Church Elders at my door. seeking to distellewship

I remember thinking hew pathetic it was to be chased down Wy the very men who have been covering up
child abuse for years. and whese children were among the victinis.

On April 14th, 2019, Watchtewer representative and local church elder Joel Raniolo mailed twe certified
letters to my home, denianding that we attend a judicial hearing at the Perry Hall church. When reachad,
Raniolo refused to divulge why he had sent the letters. and how he had obtained our personal information.

On May 14th, 2018. ancther Churchelder announced to the PPerry Hall congregation that Mark and
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Kamperly U'Llonnell are no longer Jenovan s witnesses. 1t nad Deen $o years since niy mndoctrination and
baptism back in February 1984

The Pennsylvania Grand Jury
In the weeks fellowing the release of the Atlantie article, national and global attention became focused on

the Jehovah's Witness religion. In particular. the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General took notice of
the allegations of corruption within the Witness Organization.

The State of Pennsylvania is no stranger to the cover-up of abuse within religious organizations. [n 2018.
the Attorney Gener:l’s oftice released the results of a two-year investigation into the Catholic church,

following multiple substantiated reports of child sexual abuse and corresponding cover-ups.

On July 2nd. 2019 | was interviewed in my home by the Deputy Assistant Attorney General of
Pennsylvania, along with a 5pecial Investigator tor the State. For more than three hours | provided
documentation and details concerning the policies and practices of Jehovah's Witnesses, especially in

connectien with child abuse.

On July 29th a Special Investigator arrived at my Baltimore home and served a subpoena for me to appear
before the 45th Investigative Grand Jury of the State of Pennsylvania.

Finally. on August 22nd, 2019, 1 arrived at the State Capitol before 7.30 AM and was sworn in by Judge J.
Wesley Oler in his chambers. Moments later [ entered the large Grand Jury room, where 23 grand jurors
and approximately 12-15 alternates were stationed at their desks. positioned to take notes and record their

questions on paper.

A Grand Jury is a special tool used by state and tederal governments to investigate eriminal allegations
against persons or institutions. The powers of grand juries are wide-ranging and potent. They include the
ability to subpoena and compel withesses to testity, and those witnesses are encouraged to speak freely

and without fear of reprisal.

Any form of retaliation is taken seriously by the office of the Attorney General and the presiding judge. Of
course. Jehovah's Witnesses had already executed retaliation on my wife and me in response to our efforts
to shed light on the epidemic child abuse problem within the religion,

My testinlony lasted more than two straight hours as | sat facing the Grand Jury and the Deputy Attorney
General. together with several State Attorneys and Special Investigators.

Grand Juries can be cathartic experiences for cooperative witnesses who testity on the side of eivil justice.
That was n1y experience.

Far the first half of my initial testimony. | recounted my personal history within the Jehovah’s Witnhess
religion, beginning with my religiously isolated childhoed. 1t was an opportunity to share my experiences
with a large group of citizens who will ultimately make important decisions when they vete on the choices

presented to them.

There were moments of levity amidst the proceedings, including a curious exchange in which I discussed
the history of the Witnesses’ custom Bible, the New World Translation. [ explained how the translation was
largely the brainchild of Frederick W. Franz, whose linguistic eduration was limited to a maximum of two

years study of Greek, and no training in Hebrew.

The irony of this information was not lost upon the investigating members of the Grand Jury.

The Grand Jury and the [W Organizalion

As the morning progressed. my testimony turned to the driving foree behind the reason these people were
assembled in this room- to comprehend whether the religious hierarchy which drives this religion is

responsible for the tailure to report the crime of child abuse.

A large whiteboard was placed to my left, facing the grand jurors. At the very top, the letters “GB” were
written in large letters, then circled. It was clear that the Deputy Attorney General of Pennsylvania
understood that the decisions and power of this religion lay at the top of a complicated network of

corporations, congregations, Circuit Overseers, and churchgoers.

1 spent some time attempting to explain the spider web of mechanisms used by Jehovah's Witnesses,

describing the diftference between their view of the spiritual and the legal.

Branch Conmimittees, Corporations, Circuit Overseers, Congregations, Elders, Ministerial Servants,
Pioneers, Publishers- all otf'these found their way to the diagram of the Witness organization. Lines were
drawn connecting all of the organizational machinery which comprises the Jehovah's Witness religion. In
the end, all roads terniinated at the Governing Body.

After testifying for more than two hours, | was excused and held in a waiting area while the Grand Jurors
scribbled their questions on paper and handed them to the Deputy Assistant Attorney General, after which

1 was brought back into the room, and given the opportunity te respond to the suestions.

The process was dignified, and thorough. but clearly an increniental process. Four months later. 1 feund
myselt escorted once againinto the halls of Pennsylvania justice, this time in a brand new government

complex even more secure than the prior Strawberry Square location.

Grand juries are niost often 18 months in length, with citizen jurors obliged to comply with the civic duty
once per nionth for several days at a streteh. [n some cases, grand juries are extended another 6 months.
Sa it was no surprise that [ returned 4 months atter my initial tastimony, this time to discuss documents.

Documenls

The smoking gun of certain erimes lies in the creation of a paper trail of evidence that substantiates
repetitive negligent or criminal behavior. Ifthere’s one thing the Jehowal's Witnesses are not lacking. it's

documents.

Frem the inception of Watch Tower Pennsylvania in 1884, Jehovah's Witnesses have been in the document
business. As thereligion branched trom printing Bibles and books to buying and selling real estate. the
global corporations expanded, and so did the need to maintain centralized eontrol over a growing member

base.

By the 1970s, the Witnesses had tightened controls over congregation elders, formed Governing Body
Committees, and published letters to all Elders on various corporation letterheads. They even began

publishing a secret elder’s manual with strict instructions that it be concealed from anyone not an elder.

The expansion of congregation elder bodies meant that members trusted local elders to handle certain
matters which would otherwise be best handled by law enforcement. Elder bodies became the police

department tor Jehovah's Witnesses.

As the organization became further centralized, policy letters became the norm. While many documents
dealt with routine activities tor the church. other letters started to emerge which seemed to border on

matters best left forlaw enforcement

On July 1st. 1989, Watchtower New York issued a now-famous six- page letter to all congregation elders.
labeled “confidential ™ This letter warned elders not ta divulge confidential information to “unauthorized”

persons, including the police.

WATCHTOWER

CASLE WATCHTDWER
BIBLE AND YRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC.

5 COUUARBL HEWHH TS B A, NDW voMs O A o 7 (A

July 1. 1989

TO ALL BODJES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES

Dear B8rothers:

We are wrlting to help all of you as individual elders be aware
of a growing coencern regarding the handling of your duties that may
involve legal issues or questions. Due to its importance:s the
presiding overseer should arrange for a special meeting of the body
of eldcrs to read and consider this letter carefully.

In spreading the Xipngdom message, it is appropriate that we be
bold and outspoken. Jesus commanded that “"what you hear whispered.
preach Erom the housetups.™ (Matthew 10:27) Rven when worldly
authorities demand that we keep gilent, we reply as did the apostles:
"We cannot stop speaking about the things we have zeen and heard ~
(Acts 4:20) The Christian congregation wil! continue to -
Kingdom message boldly until Jehovah says the work i° oas® td
o s 9

Elders share the cbligation ta sheph- e ‘;"."f:"?-:";‘.fv Cau
they must be careful mot to divulge ° . ,,,...-.';\‘-'r:w’,'.',ﬁ-'
matters to unauthorized persor~ o L it ar Slem utL s ’

. T = o P P e S o
when "your words should prov ooy SU o STE (o e o ot
Proverbs 10:19 warns: "In the _5 G elwdla" @ | amlavadl, e,
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1t was clear that the rising number of child abuse cases in the Organization needed to be addressed, but
Watchtower insisted that their New York Legal department act as first point of contact tor any elders who

learn of abuse.

This letter served as the opening salvo in a policy of obstruction of justice for vietims of child abuse and

the law enforcement agents who could have helped them.

On December 18th, 2018, 1 sat before the Pennsylvania Grand Jury, listening to the reading of the entire six-

page letter from 1989,

1t began to hit me how serious these letters were, and how vital they are to the investigation into Jehovah's
Witnesses. Every line, every paragraphwas dissected and scrutinized. And then more letters were

introduced.

On March 14, 1997. Watchtower released yet another directive to elders. and this time they asked for
documentation of known child abusers serving in any congregation. It was. in effect, an official

announcenient of a secret database of child abusers.

On Page two, the letter stated:

“However, the body of elders should discuss this matter and give
the Society a report on anyone who is currently serving or who
formerly served in a Society-appointed position in your
congregation who is known to have been guilty of child
molestation in the past”

This single sentence has formed the basis for a series of civil lawsuits in California in which attorney Irwin
Zalkin and his team have worked many years to expose, knowing that Watchtower is harboring the names
of thousands of child abusers in its database. Many of the abusers are still at large and serving in positions

of authority among Jehovah’s Witnesses

These were just a few of the many letters 1 reviewead and certified as authentic for the Pennsylvania Grand
Jury.

Whalt Effect Will the Grand jury Have?
1 cannot speculate on the full nature of this investigation. as these proceedings are se'aled oftf from the
public and the press. The Office of the Attormey General eannot contirm or deny that there is an
investigation. They cannot confirm or deny that they will seek to investigate and subpoena specitic

individuals, such as victims, attorneys, experts, active elders, or members of the organization who serve at
the highest level.

STATEWIDE INVESTIGATING GRAND JURY
SUBPOENA

TO: Mark O'Donnell : SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
: 13 M.D. MISC. DKT. 2019
1 DAUPHIN COUNTY COMMON PLEAS
: NO. CP-22-M.D.-607-2019

1. YOU are ORPERED 1o appear as @8 wiiness Before the PENNSYLVANIA STATEWIDE
INVESTIGATING fRAND JURY, Strawbcrry Square Building [Walnut Streec], Commonwealth
Towers, Eighth Floor, The Honuruble G. Thomas Gates Memorial Grand Jury Courtroom, Harrishurg,
Pennsylvania, on Monday, August 19-Friday, August 23, 2019 st 8:30 @'clock A.M. re testify and give
evidence regarding alleged violations of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and to remain until
excused,

2 YOU are further ORDERED: SEE ATTACHMENT

FAILURE te attend may cause m warrant to be issued for your arrest and will make you liable under
penalty of law for contempt of Court.

DATED:; June 11, 2012

Hon. J. Whsley Oler, Jr.
Supervising Judge

If you bave any questions shout your appcarance, contact Assistant Chicf Deputy Attoroey
General

Notice: 31 Subpoenat 455

Subpoena ter the 45th Investigative Grand Jury

Only those who testify, and who have not been placed under a gag order frem the presiding judge may
discuss their testimony, ifthey choose to do so. Otherwise, until their investigation is complete. they will

not commment,

There are a number of possible consequences of this Grand Jury investigation, and it may take sonme time
before we see the results. One outconie is a presentment- a recomniendation that charges be filed against a
person or organization. Another outcome is a fermal report. like the Catholic Church report released in
2018.

Whatever the case, the Office of the Attorney General has the power to issue search warrants and

subpoenas, to compel testimony. and may even cress state lines to accomplish their work.

After a lifetime in the Jehovah's Witness organization. having seen the damaging effects of child abuse and
the cover-up of these crimes. | am thankful thatthe Commonwealth of Pennsyhania has finally tumed its

attention to the organization which silenced the voices of survivors and those who champion their rights.

This article was originally published on February 8th, 2020. The USA Today followed this article by
publishing their report on the sanie day.

USA Today Article: https:/www.usatoday com/storyinews'/investigations/2020/02/08/jehovah s-witnesses-
under-investigatien-pennsylvania-atiorney-generals-office/ 2425280001

The Philadelphia Inquirer published their article later the same day.

Philadelphia Inguirer Article: https:/www.inguirer.com/news/pennsylvania-grand-jury-investigating-
jehovah-witnesses-sex-abuse-cover-up-20200209 htnil
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On Monday, February 10th. 2020, Reveal News and the Center tor Investigative Journalists published a
report by journalist Trey Bundy.

Reveal News Article: https:irevealnews.org/article/ pennsylvania-opens-grand-jury-investigation-into-

jehovahs-witnesses-cover-up-of-child-sex-abuse

The Philadelphia Inguirer jowrmalist David Gambacorta followed his original article with a follow-up on
February 14th, 2020.

Fhiladelphia Inquirer Report #2: https:/www.inquirer comynews/'iehovahs-witnesses-sex-abuse-cever-

up-pennsylvania-grand-jury-investigation-20200214 html
Additional article references to the investigation:

Fromi the Soloft and Zervanos Law Firm: https:iwww soloftandzervanos.convblog/2020!02/ pennsylvania-

open-grand-jury-investigation-into-jehovahs-witness-child- sex-abuse-cover-up.shtml
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Inlo Jehoval's Wilnesses

isays:

Aprif 16, 2023 at 2:39 am

Kia ora Mark

1 follow your work and thank you for it. I've just been watching your discussion with The Critical
Thinkers.

Just FYL:

Do yeu know that their is a Royal Commission into Abuse in Care in Aotearoa New Zealand which has
just been extended out to March nextyear. |l have made a submission regarding niy experiences
growing upas a JW and as an adult.

They started originally with Catholics and Anglicans but extended it out about a year ago to include
Jehovah's Witnesses, Gloriavale and Exelusive Brethren

Reply

Mark O'Doninell says:
April 17, 2023 at .01 pm

Thank yot
country. l kno
relief'and solidarity with so many who have suffered with these secrets. Please keep me posted

for your bravery and strength to be able to make a submission in your
his will inspire others to come forward and hopefully achieve some sense of

on how this Comimission is going!
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