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We seek a full acknowledgment of what was done to Pacific Islanders during that
terrible period. We want a genuine meaningful apology for how our people were
treated in the 1970s including the dawn raids.

In my view, | think the apology should be supported by all political parties, in
particular the Labour Party and National Party who implemented the dawn raids
during that time.

I think an apology would show Pacific Islanders, especially those who went
through the dawn raids that it wasn't their fault. It will be very hard to rebuild that

trust because it is gone.

This is not about retribution and we are not fussed with restitution. But we do
want our children to be taught about what happened, so they know the truth, and
they learn what's wrong and right. This is so that they can make informed
decisions so that in the future something like the dawn raids doesn’t happen

again.

The Polynesian Panthers know that 50 years later, these racist attitudes in New

Zealand towards Pacific Islanders and Maori are still going on.

Earlier this year, the Polynesian Panthers spoke at James Cook High School in
Manurewa. | told my story about being expelled from Mount Albert Grammar
School for not getting my hair cut. After | spoke, two Niuean mothers who were
also teachers came up to me saying their sons were treated the same way at

GRO-C School. They were suspended for not cutting their hair.

About four or five years ago, the same thing happened to a relative of mine.

These things wouldn’t come to light if the mums of these boys hadn’t complained
and been prepared to take it all the way, which the schools didn't expect. There

will be many more instances of institutional racism in the education system.

With the young ones now, there is an opportunity to set things right, and then we
can move forward from there. All of those things need to be looked at thoroughly

and cleaned out, in order for us to move forward.
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100. Until then, all that negative stuff will come to the fore again. There’s no guarantee
that something like the dawn raids won’t happen again. But if the truth is told,
then we can learn from that and move on from there. Our numbers are
increasing, our Pacific youth are the fastest growing population in New Zealand,

there’s no turning back from here.

101. Although the dawn raids was a period of time that was hidden, it has started to
be educated in schools. The Polynesian Panthers have been doing it for the past
11 years — Educate to Liberate — without funding and still on a voluntary basis.
History has to be taught honestly and truthfully in our schools, which is about to
happen in 2022.

102. When we were in school, what was on the walls were European histories.
Nothing about the Pacific or Maori. Today, we see these schools as a much
more true representation of this country but there is so much more to do.

103. When we hear Te Reo being spoken, we know that our fight from back then was
justified. The richness of the culture in this country is the diversity of it. Instead
of a monocultural attitude back then, today it's multicultural and there's no
denying it. The good thing is it's being embraced too. We have come a long

way since then.

104. A copy of my written consent to use my statement is annexed to this statement.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Abuse in Care.

Signed: OROL

Dated: [/ J:W 202 |
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