’Boy’s

By PETER TRICKETT
Herald Medical
Correspondent

The Auckland Committee
on Racism and Discrimina-
tion has protested (o the
Minister of Social Welfare,
Mr Walker, over the case of

guardianship orders in Auck-
laund until there has been alhe ‘behaved like an uncon-|had been. extremely painful.|to administer it to a child of
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yhock Treatmen
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Raises Protest

The report also slated that|electricity was turned on it{when it would be justifiable

a 13-ycar-old Niuean boy who full inquiry into this case and|trollable animal” and within'He had been aware of going|13 1t was normally given

was sSent to Lake
Psychiairic Hospital,
Palmerston North, and sub-
jected to courses of electric
shock treatment without his'
parents’ knowledge.

The boy, who is an epilep-|land from Ni
tic, had been placed under|S!X, according
the guardianship of the De-/formation supplied to

partment of Social Welfare committee. :
appear-| English, and on being enroll- ment.

after three -court

ances for shoplifting, accord-|ed

ing to official documents and

other information supplied to|special class with mentally lhospital.
the committee by the boy's|disturbed children. His 1Q

parents.

He was also given forced
injections of tranquillisers.

A spokesman said yester-
day that the committee
(believed the boy’s case
raised two important ques-
tions.

“We want to know whether
the state, when it has taken
legal guardianship of a child,
has the right to do what it
pleases to the body and mind
jof that child without refer-
ence to the child’s own
natural parents,” he said.

Without Consent

“The second question is
whether the state has the
right to administer electro-
convulsive therapy to a child
without the consent of the
child or his parents.”

The spokesman said they
did not want to make the
boy’s name public because
this might adversely affect
his future.

In the letter to Mr Walker,
the committee said the send-
ing of a 13-year-old be-
haviourally disturbed child to
a hospital for the criminally
insane showed that the Auck-
land division of the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare was
not competent to be entrust-
ed with the care and protec-
tion of children.

“We demand

you im-

mediately suspend all future

Alice!in4
near;the
letter added.

of special classes for retard-
ed children at various prim-

the wnole operalion of|a few days “was given alinto spasms and of bright
Auckland office,” the|brief course of electro-|lights flashing in front of his
convulsive therapy because|eyes.

under anaesthetic, so the
patient would not [eel any-|

N . of apparently” psychotic| The boy said he had|thing. :
No hl]g]lSh behaviour.” sometimesystruggled with the! Told that the boy claimed|
The boy arrived in Auck-| The spokesman said thelhospital authorities when he was given the treatment
Niue at the age of [committee had confirmed|they had wanted to give him|without anaesthetic, Pro-
to the in-|from the boy’s parents that|tranquillising injections, but|fessor Werry said: “If you
the|their consent was neverinot when he was told he was|do not have a properly

He nolsought for the shock treat-itg have

spoke 2 i clectro-convulsive|trained anaesthetist it is bet-
_ _They —only learned therapy. ter to give it without anaes-
at the Richmond Rd|about it from a letter their| «] was afraid that if I thetic.”’

school in 1968 he was put in a|son wrote them from the|struggled then they would] pMr J K. B. Fountain,

make the shocks worse for|director of social work for

“Even now they have no|mne he said y :
) L ) . the D t t of Social
was tested, with the test in|real concept of what electro-| Effots by the Herald ol Lt deggﬁ-
English, and his intelligence|convulsive therapy is,” the|yesterday o trace the|ment's attitude was that if a

spokesman said.
Good Progress

was assessed as low average
or dull.

During the next six years
he was sent to a succession

medical authorities respons-|hoy who was under depart-
ible for the boy’s treatment|mental care was sent to a
. |at Lake Alice Psychiatric|hospital for treatment, the

When the boy was dis-|Hospital proved unsuccessful |type of treatment used was
charged from Lake Alice in| Contacted by telephone at|the responsibility of the
August this year a medicallhis home at Marton, the medical authorities. In this
1'ep01‘t described his CQI]dlthn medical Superjntendent of case the bOy concerned had
as “only moderately improv-|r.ake Alice, Dr S. L. Pug-|peen “extremely disturbed.’”
ed.” However, his teacher at{mire, disclaimed all respon-
the hospital, whom he liked|sibility. He said the adoles-|
and came to trust, found that|cent ‘unit was not part of|
he ‘‘worked well and made|f,ake Alice Hospital and did|
very good progress . . . once|not come under his jurisdic-
it was clear to him that the|tijon, Dr Pugmire referred|
teacher was there to help|the inquiry to the board’s|

ary schools, including St
John’s School at Mangere for
mentally handicapped chil-
dren.

All of the schools found
him at times hard to control,
and variously described him
as over-active, ebullient, ag-
gressive and bullying. During

this six-year period of con-/him.” superintendent-in-chief,  Dr|
tact with mentally handi- Accordmg_ to the docu- Kenneth Archer.
capped children he was/ments supplied to the com-| But Dr Archer told the

further assessed as being of|mittee the boy was given|yerald the adolescent unit at|
borderline deficiency,  al-|final shock treatment a few|[ ke Alice had “nothing to|
though he was also described days before he went home. do with this board.” [
as a “warm, cheerful and|His mother told committee| He gaid it was true that
affectionate boy.” members that within three although a psychiatrist was
By July last year the boy|days of his return home shelqy,,)5ved by the Palmerston
had been made a ward of the lbecame frightened at how!North™ board. he  also  did
state after appearances in|strange and ill he became, s,y extra sessions at Lake)
court for shoplifting. He was|*with his head back and eyes| pjice
placed in the Owairaka Boys’ |rolling.” N R e
Home and then, in Novem-| In an Rl Aucl;(-1 No Jurisdiction
er, sent to the adolescentland yesterday the boy sal “ i :
unit at Lake Alice Psychiat-{hie had been given electric (atlnpaalrgg;lsngnheNgl(‘)tehs) hf;]g
ric Hospital. shock treatment many times.
According to an official{His impression was that the
report by the psychiatrist|shocks were given as
who treated him at Lake|punishment.
Alice, he was, at the time he| He said he had usually
was admitted, ‘“‘a living|been given the treatment
memorial to the inadequacies|while strapped to a bed.
of the immigration system in|Electrodes had been placed
New Zealand.” on his forehead and when the

psychiatrist is responsible to|
me,” Dr Archer said. “In|
8lanything he does at Lake|
Alice he is responsible to Dr|
Pugmire. I have no jurisdic-|
tion at Lake Alice at all.”
Told that Dr Pugmire had|
just said that the Lake Alice|
adolescent unit was the|
Palmerston North Hospital|
Board’s responsibility, Dr|
Archer replied: “I cannot|
accept that statement at|
all.” ‘
Experts in Auckland yes-|
terday disagreed on whether|
it was reasonable to give a|
(13-year-old  boy  electro-|
i convulsive therapy. ‘
Mr M. D. Malloy, a lawyer
and president of the New
Zealand Psychological So-|
ciety, said the tendency in|
the 1960s was for electric
shock therapy to be sup-
forms of

surprised to hear that elec-|
tro-convulsive therapy was
still being used on children.

“It seems madness to do|
this to a boy who is known to |
have epileptic seizures,”’ he|
said. ‘
But the professor of psy-|
chiatry at the Auckland|
University medical school, |
| Professor J. S. Werry, said
lelectro-convulsive therapy|
iwas one of the safest|
‘treatments in medicine and!
|there could be occasions'
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children’s shoes. 4

saw a clash between the'f
board chairman, Mr R. W.|
Carr, and a member, Mr H.|
L. Julian.

: A report from the boat|{
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