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4. ! went to Chriét’s College as a boarder in 1970 and was theré‘

_from thtrd till seventh form, 1970 to 1974. At the end of school, | -

ked away with school cemﬁcate UE accredzted and a B
Bursary : : :

5. |didayearat untversxty futt~tlme and then got a Job l have been :
a psychnatﬂc nurse for 36 years and I've just left the hospttal ti B
was working for the Canterbury Men's Centre and Male Survivors

- of Sexual Abuse Trust ‘(‘fMSSAT’?),: working with male abuse
survivors as a peer supporter. itis similar but also very different

- to my work as:a ﬁsy&hia{ric‘nmsé Our fet!aé want tobe there. |
had been workmg in Forensnc Mental Heaith where peope don’t‘
want tc; be. They don't want to be there

MY EXPER!ENCE OF ABUSE WHILE AT CHRIST’S COLLEGE

: 6. i want te tei yau ahout my sexual abuse at the schcm and to give ;
a pzcture of what It was like bezng in the Chnst’s Cot!ege boardmg o
: hause ;n those years

| e ‘The schcu::l was based on four bc:ardmg houses and faur day~boy

s houses. | was in Richards house. Therewere just under 80 boys

~in the house, run by a house tutor who ‘livéd%n the house, a house
tutor who didn’t ‘a house master and a matron. They were the |

: four aduits We dtdn*t aee mucﬁ of them The house was really

“~run by the houfse prefects They were seventh formers and |
became a hczuse prefect myseif when | was a seventh former ‘

8 = It was pretty violent all the t;me When ycu were a thtrd former i
‘ you waikezd down the corridors and the fith formers wc:usd knee
‘ iyau in the leg until you fell aver We stept in darmatones The
; dormitories got smaller as you maved up thrc:»ugh the schom but
“as a third farmars (there wem mrer 20 of us when | was a tmrd; :
‘ former) we were allina big room with two prefects who slept with
us.
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; We get to the fifth form and one day in the summer, towards the
Rend of the year, | went into the di ining hall. There are 400 boys
;gmng mto the dmmg hall and | bumped into a guy who was a year

older than me. | kmw hz:-*s name He was a sixth former then. | :

:didﬁf’f think anything of it, wem on and had my lunch. After | unch, ;
‘ he and ‘hismatéscame up to me and mid “you’ve disresﬁected
- H, we're going m haul yau" ! pmtes’ted and said, “well, it was an

accident, | didn’t mean to”. “Na, we're going to haul you come up -

~ toour ‘stud\y f So, | went, because that's what you did.

1 went up to their study, which is at the top of Richards house and
- they Said ‘you've been diﬁre‘sg:eﬁtfu‘ ‘we're going to teach you
‘respeé - They started to push me around. There were three of}

them and | know all their names aﬂd can identify them as they are
now. They werea the main three and vanous of their mates came

and went durmg the aﬂ:emac;n They abused me and bullied me
for an aﬂernoon It was on a Wednezsday or a Saturday, like a
spcarts afternoon, where we dldn't have sports for some reason.

: ~ ‘They pushed ma amund a b:t and | kept saymg, “I'm reatfy sarry,
B dfdn’t mean to”‘ T‘hey sazd “no we're ganna haul you, we're
‘;ganna teach you respect” S :

‘ They pmduced these haf gaﬂon ﬂagons af warm salty water and

satd “dnnk that "

It fees hke zt was ye&terday, 1t feet hke it was so recent. | |
‘thaught we! H drink the water and theyi be finished with me.
~So : drank one ﬂagmn but then they pmduced more and they kept ‘
il mg them up. | thmk they had abeut s;x | was begmnmg to feel ‘
‘horrtbfe scck and btnated They were angry and desperate, and |
_thc;ught as a 15~year-ald they re gonna km me. Unfess I do what‘
‘they tell me, they Il kill me. |
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S 21, lwent off and cleaned mySeifiup as best | could. One of the other

-guys in my year, __(_;__I_?_{_C_)___g__j__ . to whom I'm very grateful told the
Hcause master that I had been hauled and by whom. The House
: master caned me in and he was this huge bsg man. He was from
Engiand | wasnt going o tell him any“th ng. | thought in those
~days if | told him what had happened that those boys would kill -
: | me, that they would do samethmg, so | wauidn’t tell htm anythmg
~ He could see | was drstressad I d cteaned mysetf up by then. He
= caliet:i them the boys frc:em the Yyear above me in and told them :
: they weren't to touch me and rf they did, they would be thmwn Qut

. of the schaoi

<92 There was no more hauling of me aﬁer that They left me alone
but they did let me know that they d:dn’t like me as they beheved
that | had tatd on them.

23k was tmo scared the Housemaster to feek reassured by h:s o
mtervent on. l remamed afrard that I would be hau ed agam

: OTHER ABUSE l WAS AWARE OF

24§ ““When | was at Chnsts Gu ege the prefects were delegated
iauthortty to cane the mere ;umor bays Thzs had to be approved‘
by the Housemaster each time.

25, | beheve that the schocﬂ staff were weil aware of the hauli ing
[ cu!ture F@r exampte S, a guy m my year in my house was
makmg a ;umar bc:y do press-ups aver c:ompasses in our s’cudy
\‘\when th& Hausemaﬁster I referred to earlier [21] walked in. He :
. asked S what he was dmng and 8 satd somethmg like “I'm hauhng
hxm Str he has been dmreap&atfu!” The Housemaster said

‘:samethmg hke “carry on then and 1eft hrm to it ‘

26, | had a relatwe who was a house tutor belzeve he knew all
. about the bul lymg cu!ture He knew | was badty affected although‘ e
he didn't knaw the detax!s of what happened to me. I don't get on;

‘wzth him. His name is|  GRO-B-2 He is my mother sl GRO-B |

GRO-B He:sstuaizve ‘ GROB
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| rang my parénts that night ‘and! théught Pl tef my Mum and

;Dad i got Mum and she ccutd hear | was upset and she satd “Pi
E  ‘ put you anta yauf father - was in tears She put me onto E)ad\
_and he wou!dn’t let me tell htm He ted me | needed to try harder‘ ;
;at maths agam and tald me i nae:dad to shaw an interest in sport. &

‘ “You need to show an m’cereat m sgaort That way, you'll havei

more freends and thts sart of thmg won’t ha;&pen” ) but he dtdnt ‘ &

L ‘knc:«w what had happened

My father dced at the age of 87 wn:hout ever knowmg what g
: happened to me. ‘He knew th'at samethmg had happened but he
 didn't know what, SO there was no fam:iy support there. They
~ *weren’t thera far me, ) yau juat seal it up and go on.

iil drdnt know what a ﬂashback was, SO these funny things
! happened to me I do new !ookmg back

Havi ng mex wou!d set the fashbacks off | had a series of

partne:rs who bad to put up thh me wnthmg, screammg and :
crymg Gozng tc: a crowd&d pub or a busy ;:&!az::e and someone -

. :mmmg up bfahmd me touchmg my back wcutd also set me off mto‘ ‘
“another ﬁash back As a psych nurse yau sit with your back to

the wall anyway, so that suits me. | had mghtmares about bemg

 stuck back at Chnst’s Coll ege for many years

REDRESS

| thought abeut going t0 the po me t {fii\dgth;éfapy ‘thmu;‘gh‘ACC

~and | talked to my th&rap;st about it arzddézcided not to. Partly, |
‘ thc;ught it would be re~traumausmg, party thought not much‘
 would happen and partfy, | was wamed about going up against
B the school. | didn't th:nk about dmng anythmg about my abusers”
~for many years | ‘ i ‘
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| see the school as likely to lawyer up, and my therapist said,

“well, it's your choice but it will be a difficult process”. She didn’t
suggest one or the other, so at the time | decided not to. I've

“thought about it and spoken to the Police who are investigating. |

would like to have a restorative justice meeting with My abusers
so that | can tell them how their behaviour has affected me.

The perpetrators, helpers, ‘aiders and abusers are still around,

“and | know where they are. | am not gbing to approach them by
‘mysetf ‘ ‘

My brother,| GRO-B-3 iknows the current headmaster. He's talked

to the headmaster about this and the headmaster said he wanted
to meet fhe, which sounded pasit%ve,\but he hasn't been in tcdch[
'm not surprised that the ‘heaﬂmaster has not made contact. He is
prébabiy\wmr%ed that it will be expensive for the school.

| would like to meet with my abusers. That's what | would like. |
would like to meet with someone to mediate and actually tell them
what I've told yéu ahfj see ‘their:réspchsé.l | don’t have any
expectation about how fhey‘respond but‘l would like to meet them
and speak to them. That is why | went to the police.

One inhibition has been my family. | hadnt to!d dad that I'm

assisting the Commission here. My partner | GRO-B-4 knows.

- She’s lovely. | have tod rny son a bit about it and GRO-B-5'§my‘ :

‘oldest daughter knows.

| haven't heard of anybody else who sekuai abuse happened to at
Christ's Coll ege apart from one other guy. | wasn't aware of
anybody else at the ttme but 1 am aware that it could well have
happened. Certainly, the hauling happened. The hauling was all
sorts of stuff - b‘uﬂyin‘g hitting, pushing, shoving, making people do
stupid things. I've talked to my brothers about it and both of them

knew about the hauling but they both said no sexual abuse that
~ they were aware of. So it may have happened ‘but | have no
~ further evidence. ‘ ‘ B
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e el -
f“tales Itsabxg strong culture lmean thats whatlwould change .-

: ;That s the ﬁrst thmg that l would change in places hke that thatyou
 must tell people must tetl lwould. I!ke to set up a system in schoo|s .
i‘\wheure students can go to safe adults to tell them about abuse ‘

o 45, ;‘Ihad thoughtofapubhc heanng and mythmklng w1II my speaklng\gi

"f:ftout and the rest of it change anythmg? Im startln“to thmk?f;:i

S ipoht:cally here and I’ m not sure what my answer |s I stﬂl ¢ ’tknow . j -

 ifI have the strength to participate in a public hearing.

- Thns statement is true to the best of my knowledge and behef and i ade b

. e knowmg that it may be used ‘af \wdence by the Royal Ccmmlssmﬂ of 1hqu: v

‘::f‘fﬁlntoAbuse in Care

GRO-C P

Stgnm

‘i:EE%E:Dated zxfmﬁqu%

- James Wilham Goodwm conﬂrmr't

f;statement to the Royal Commtssmn ef tnq
‘ 1‘§?;‘;3use in the followmg ways \
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