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Witness Name:;  GrRO-AMrTY

Statement No.: WITN0O206001
Dated: 24.06.2021

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF:! GRO-A Mr TY
GRO-A Mr TY i, will say as follows: -
INTRODUCTION
1. My name |s GRO-A Mr TY | am 60 years old. | have been married for 45

years. | have{®R%ichildren and®RCgrandchildren.

2. My evidence is about the abuse | experienced while growing up, firstly while
staying with my grandparents and then when | was placed at Owairaka Boys

Home and Kohitere Boys Home.

3. I’'m not the type of person to complain over spilt milk. The things that happened
to me while | was in care, it was a long time ago. It took a lot of convincing for
me to come forward. My brother was also in care, he called me and told me
that he was going to come forward and share his experience. He encouraged
me to speak up too because we had gone through the same places. This

process has brought us closer together.

4. It's a big deal for me to come out and speak about this. As Islanders, we don’t
really like to talk about abuse, we just accept it or suffer in silence. But | want

to share my story because we've still got young brown people going through
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the system and | certainly hope that things aren’t the same for them as they

were for me.
EARLY LIFE
5. | didn’t have a normal childhood. My parents split when | was young. My three

........ -

siblings and | were sent to live with my grandparents. | haveG.iobiblings overall

but at the time | was living with my grandparents, there were only four of us
living together. We were the four eldest children of my parents. Out of the

four of us, only my brother®*®-:and | went into care.

6. When | was sent to live with my grandparents, | was really young. It was before
| started primary school, | think | was about four years old. There were lots of
different people living in my grandparents’ house. The main people we
interacted with were my aunty, my intellectually handicapped uncle and my

grandparents.

7. My grandparents were traditional Samoans. They spoke Samoan. We didn’t
really understand it because we didn't know how to speak Samoan. My
grandparents migrated to New Zealand from Samoa in the 1950s. My
grandfather was part of the Home Guard in Samoa and I'm not sure why they
decided to come to New Zealand, but he migrated with my dad and

grandmother.

8. Like most Island families, the church was a big part of my childhood. My
grandparents were very involved with the church. My grandfather was in

charge of the church choir.

9. Because of my grandparents’ involvement with the church, everything looked
good from the outside. But within the walls of our home, it was very different.
Things weren't as good as they should have been.

10. My grandfather was an alcoholic and was often drunk. When he was drunk,
he was quite troublesome. He would wrestle with my aunties. We would hide

the machetes because we knew that it would be the first thing he would go for.

1. My grandparents used to give us hidings. My grandmother was lethal. She

would usually ask me to go and get a stick, so she could give one of my other
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siblings a hiding. If | brought her something that was too small, | was the one
that got the hiding. Of course, | would always try to find the smallest branch,
so she would give me a hiding instead. They would also hit us with the wooden

spoon, jug cord and vacuum pipe.

Sometimes my aunty would hit me with a vacuum pipe. One time she almost

damaged my eye socket, and | was off school for a week.

These church people told our Islanders not to spare us the stick, so my
grandparents didn't spare us the stick. | think that the church is often cowardly.
That’s how | see them. They never helped us. | would ask myself, “Why do we
feel like we have to listen to them?” These people, the church, they weren’t

even helping us.

.............. Y

It wasn’t just hidings. | witnessed a lot of things that happened to GR?'B'ilike

sexual abuse. It was with my aunty, when she was living with us at our

grandparents’ house. | saw the things that she made (°R9-Bido. It was a regular

thing, always during nap time. She did it a couple of times to me while | was

in his bed. | don’t want to talk about this in any detail.

My problem at home was not having a life, having no freedom. All of us, my
brothers and sisters, we never had any friends of any kind outside of church.
Obviously, we had to go to church, that was probably the only time we got to

socialise with people away from school.

Apart from that we used to get locked up in our rooms when social things were
on in our home, like if our grandparents had visitors over. We would spend all
our time locked in the bedroom, sometimes for about 12 hours because the

events dragged out. We weren't allowed to come out of our rooms.

| was usually in the room alone with my uncle for the whole day and whole
night. When everything was finished, we had to go outside and clean up the

mess from their social gathering.

Every second of our day was accounted for. We had a certain amount of time
to get back home from school. | was always worried that a mate from school

would come and knock on our door, asking to play. Some of my mates would
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say, “| came by your house, and | could hear someone crying”. | would always
make up an excuse about where the noise came from.

| broke the rules at home. | would sneak out on Saturday to play rugby for my
team. | wasn't allowed to play rugby or do any extracurricular activities. When
| would come back from rugby on Saturday, the walk home felt way longer. |
knew what was waiting for me when | got home. | was walking the green mile.

| got used to that sense of apprehension.

| was probably not as rebellious as others, but | never felt like home was home.

.............

were an embarrassment because of how my parents divorced. | don't know if
that had anything to do with it, but if it did, it made life with my grandparents
hard. In our community, being divorced was frowned upon and wouldn't have

been a good thing.

GROBf was the clever one. He just knew when it was time to bolt. When things

got bad,ga‘;;"g*é bolted. He'd run away, and | would be left to get the hiding. |

felt like he just left me there alone. Sometimes | was so scared of the hidings
| would end up urinating on myself. But | feel that my brother and sister got

worse hidings than me, so | shouldn’t complain.

School

| went to! GRO-A :School for primary. | was a good achiever in school,

mainly in sports. | probably wasn’t as good in the classroom. When i®R9-EBwent

away, | had to take on all the chores that he used to have at home.

| was always late for school because of all the extra responsibilities. | would
be up at around five in the morning, getting breakfast ready for everybody,
making the beds and cleaning up the house. | also had to do the washing and
had to get my uncle ready before going to school too. | usually missed eating
breakfast and stuff.

Once | had done my chores for the morning, | would get changed into my
uniform. Then I'd go and see my grandmother and she would always have a
list of groceries for me to get. I'd run up to the shops, get all the groceries and

then I'd race to school.
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| really enjoyed school, but it was a different life. | always felt like we were in
two worlds. It was one life at school but when you got home, it was a different
life again. Things were bad at home. We had to go to our room and stay there.
We weren’t allowed to have any friends. Our grandparents relied on us to do
chores and to help around the house.

| don’t think | was a bad boy at school. | was pretty good. The teachers kind
of liked me. At all the schools | went to, | represented them in some sport,

whether it was rugby or softball. | was pretty good in that sense.

When | became troublesome in school, for fighting or answering back or
whatever, the school would ask if everything was all right at home. | didn't tell

them the truth because | was angry. | never let it out.

Nobody at school knew what was going on at home. In the Samoan culture,
it's bad to betray your family and speak ill of them. For my grandparents, family
was everything, we had to protect the family name. It's hard for me to talk

about this because | still feel guilty saying this out loud.

Because of this, | never told anyone else what was going on at home. | just

ran away.
Running away

| was sick of the abuse at home, | wanted to get out. Nobody wanted me or

my brother, and | had nowhere else to go. At the time, my grandparents were

attending | "“"'-'EES‘R h Church |n Gro-A | | think it was the only place that |

knew of that had a service in Samoan But | couldn’t go to the church for help

because they're just as bad.

| would've been around 12 years old when | ran away from home. | remember

Intermedlate when it happened, and I'm not sure if |
finished Form Two.

| had a mate who lived in Morningside by Kingsland. When | ran away | lived

in a tree hut outside his house for 3 months.
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There was no way to talk to anybody else in the secure wing. Solitary
confinement is wicked. | would rather get the beatings.

After a couple of weeks at Owairaka, you don’t even know what day it is. You
have no sense of time. You get used to being on your own. | remember when
| came out of that place, it was hard for me to talk to people. | didn’t like people

in my space.
Foster family

In around 1975, a lady from social welfare came down to see me while | was
in the secure unit. She came to tell me that | was going to meet some foster
parents. | still don't even know who she was, only that she arranged a meeting
and because she was in there, | have to say | was quite jubilant because |

hadn’t spoken to anyone else in the secure unit for a while.

| didn’t even know | was on a list for a foster parent. This was the first time |
ever heard about that. | didn't know how to react because | was confused and

happy at the same time.

My foster family were Samoan. They were a good family. They were younger
and more lenient. They weren't like my grandparents. Their names were Mr
and Mrs{ &7os |

| went to school while | was with them. We were living in Mt Wellington and |

parents separated, and | had to figure out where to go next.

1, took me in and said that | could stay with

My foster dad’s sister, Mrs{ Gre

her. She lived in Ponsonby. | moved in with her and her family. | still attended

| GRO-A tHigh even while | was living in Ponsonby.

'
Ko

At about 16 years old, | was in Ponsonby with a couple of friends. We did a
smash and grab at a shop, and | ended up back in Owairaka. | didn’t see my
foster family ever again. | left my clothes at their house, and | was too
embarrassed to ever go back and get them. | was embarrassed because they
were so good to me.
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Back at Owairaka

When | got back to Owairaka, | was placed in the senior wing. When you got
to senior wing, you also got your own room. | was given the responsibility of

looking after the dust room.

When you get to the dust room, you're considered the number one boy in that
place. You would stay in there the whole time. You were like the storeman.
You looked after the polishing rags and the wax stuff for the floor. You had to
be the top guy to work in there. It's like a seniority thing, you had to be in a

senior wing.

The boys also know who you are because your t-shirt is a different colour to

everyone else. | wore a different t-shirt and was given more freedom.
Family contact at Owairaka

| remember that the other kids were getting visits and | wasn’t and that’'s why
Mr{ “Grosz |came down to talk to me. Mr| cros2 | worked in the

L

administration office. It was when | was top dog at Owairaka.

He came to talk to me on a Saturday and | was in the dust room. He asked
about my family and whether they had contacted me. He said, “Is everything
all right at home?” Everyone was asking me that! But this time was different

because | was the only kid that got no visits, no letters, no phone calls.

For a couple of seconds, | was silent. | didn’t know what to say. And that was
the first time | really cried | think. The tears just poured. | didn’'t know what to
say. Out of everything that ever happened to me, that one moment is what |
remember the most. Nobody called me, visited me or checked on me. Ill

always remember that.

| hated that question. Even today, it dumbfounds me. “Is everything all right at
home?” It's one of those things that sticks in your mind, | guess, one of those

memories you have.
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causes we went out to fight for. There were pictures of Huey P Newton on the
wall and other leaders, they’'d explain who they were and stuff. We followed

the political model of the Black Panthers.

105. We'd have people advising us on our rights if police approached us. We were
told they had to have reasons for stopping us. | think lots of our people didn’t
know that.

106. On PIG Patrol, we'd walk in groups up and down Ponsonby Road waiting for
police to stop us. The police didn’t like us. We'd say “Why have you stopped
this guy and not that one? You can’t do that, what’s your reasonable cause for

stopping him? Why are you asking for his name? You can’t do that”.

107. What made me want to help our people was just how police and immigration
blatantly did these things and it was targeted against Islanders only. You knew
when the raids were on. Then we took up the cause at Bastion point to support

Maori and put up a fight there too.

108. The Springbok tour, that was the worst. | lost contact with the Polynesian
Panthers soon after the Springbok tour. | don’t think young people today
understand how that one moment, the 1981 Springbok tour changed the fabric
of this nation. | think the police were different after that.

109. From 1977 to 1981, | was staying at the Polynesian Panthers’ house. | stayed
there for a bit in 1975 as well. | liked helping people and with the Panthers |
felt useful. | felt like | was doing something good. | was helping my people. A

lot of people have asked me why I'm not a lawyer or a politician.
LIFE AFTER CARE

110. | met my wife in 1977, the same year | got out of Kohitere. | don’t know why

she’s still around or why she stayed with me, but she did. We have croichildren

H 1 A
{GRO} :
d:"a :grandchildren.

an

111.  What saved me was when | moved from Auckland to the Bay of Plenty. When

| moved there from Auckland, that’s when | really got grounded.
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120. | carried a lot of the things that | experienced while in care into my later life. |
didn’t really start straightening myself out until | was about 37 years old. | was
an angry man for a lot of my life, it got me in trouble. Through the justice

system, | spent a little bit of time in jail, nothing long-term.
Family relationships

121.  To this day, | don’t have a good relationship with my family. | recently tried to
visit my aunty that abused us, and it didn’t go down well. | was so angry. We
were just kids and | had to run away and go through all of this because of what
was happening at home.

122. We couldn’t say anything or tell anyone because we had to uphold our family
name. In the Samoan culture, protecting your family name and reputation is
everything. It still hurts that we were put through that and hidden away
because of the fear of putting our family name to shame. Just because our

parents were divorced.

123. We were always told that the family is the most important thing. That's why
it's hard for me today to sing in tune to that | guess because they didn’t seem
to care about us. | haven’t seen my older sister in almost 30 years now. She
ran away to the States and made her life over there. Sometimes | envy her.

She got to leave this place.

124. Even at my age I'm still finding out things about my family, it's still coming out.
It's taken more than 40 years to connect with half of my siblings and we're still

not a tight unit.

125. In many ways | feel like | was dealt to more harshly than my brother EGR_‘E'E’ was.

He’s gone back and stayed with family, cousins, aunties and they've‘ilé-lzgn him

in, but I've never ever gone. | can’t pretend.

126. | just felt like | disgraced the family, so I've stayed away. | just stick to myself,

it's easier that way. After the kind of life I've lived, you tend to stick to yourself.

My own family
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133. | still think about what happened in care. | have dreams about it. It plagues
me to this day. When | dream about being in care, if anything it's that one
moment | was asked that question by one of the staff members at Owairaka,

—Gﬁb-—é'—_émvi It was a perfectly innocent moment and question, but | always

...............................

think about it.

134. | had a lot of baggage, | guess. Too much baggage for a relationship. | was
directed to complete anger management classes because of domestic

violence. | started hating everybody. Everyone else had the problem, not me.

135. | was intelligent enough to understand that | had to swallow my pride and
attend the anger management course, but | wanted to hit the people running
the courses. The courses were good. It got pretty deep listening to other men

having the same problems.

136. | went through with the course and it wasn’t easy. It's no fun sitting down,
listening to the things that hurt people, but you have to listen. I've had to do

everything on my own. It was uncomfortable to say the least.

137.  The simple decision for me was; do you want your family or don’t you? So, I'm
grateful to my wife and children. Me and my wife have been together 45 years
this year. It took a lot of things to turn my life around, but | must’'ve done things
at the right time.

138. Now | try to encourage others to take a step forward and smell the roses. My
friends or brothers and sisters, if they don’t look happy, I'll ask; “Are you having
domestics?” Domestics are fine, they're normal, except the physical part. |

always check in on people.

139. | don’t blame my grandparents for the way that they raised me. They're from
the mother country and they were old. They had been through terrible times in
Samoa like the flu epidemic, the New Zealand police shot a Samoan leader at
a protest, they rode the depression out, they had to go fight a war. One thing
about them that | appreciated was that they’'re a much sturdier generation than
we were. They could take more | think. | tell my kids, “You fellas talk about a

hard life, but you don’t know what that is”.
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just never knew where | belonged. This is still something that | still struggle
with.

REDRESS / IDEAS FOR TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE

147. In care, they should have things for Maori and Pacific kids to show that they
care about them. In our day there was nothing for us Pacific or Maori, we

always had to do everything the Palagi way.

148. Most screws in the boys’ homes were white. | always hung with my kind and
only the Maori boys came up and talked to us, not the Palagi’'s. No one was

querying what anybody was doing or anything.

149. Kids should get a say in where they get to go. It would've been better if I'd
stayed with a Samoan family. It would’ve been helpful to have had social
worker support but that wasn’t how it was done. Family is meant to look after
family, right? Aiga for aiga, right? Even now if my family needed me, | wouldn’t

be that vengeful. | wouldn’t treat them the way | was treated in the homes.

150. Apologies are good but at the same time, if there’s no action with that then as
far as I'm concerned, apologies are meaningless. It's easy to come out and
apologise but if the system is still wrecked then they need to fix the system.
We always had a saying back in the day, “If you’re born white, then you’ve got
a leg in the door”. Us Islanders, we didn’t even have a key.

161. A copy of my written consent to use my statement is annexed to this

statement.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry

into Abuse in Care.

GRO-A

Signed:
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L 24/64/ 2\

Annexure A

Consent to use my statement

GRO-A Mr TY . confirm that by submitting my signed witness statement to the

Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, | consent to its use in

the following ways:

- reference and/or inclusion in any interim and/or final report;

. disclosure to those granted leave to appear, designated as core participants
and where instructed, their legal representatives via the Inquiry’s database or

by any other means as directed by the Inquiry;

. presentation as evidence before the Inquiry, including at a public hearing;
. informing further investigation by the Inquiry;
. publication on the Inquiry website.

| also confirm that | have been advised of the option to seek anonymity and that if
granted my identity may nevertheless be disclosed to a person or organisation,
including any instructed legal representatives, who is the subject of criticism in
my witness statement in order that they are afforded a fair opportunity to

respond to the criticism.

Please tick one of the two following boxes:

/

\
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if you are seeking anonymity

or

]

if you are happy for your identity to be known

GRO-A
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