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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF LORETTA RYDER

I, Loretta Ryder, will say as follows:

Introduction

1. My full name is Loretta Hinerangi Ryder. | was born at Middlemore hospital in
Auckland on GROB 1968. | am now 53 years old.

2. My evidence is about the abuse | experienced in my family prior to entering and
while in state careatt ~ cro8  Home, Bollard Girls Home and Weymouth
Girls School. It also covers complaints | made to school staff about abuse | was

experiencing at home.

Whanau

3. | am one of eight kids to my parents although to be pono (truthful), | do not know

how many siblings | have in total because my Dad had lots of kids.

4. Of the kids that my mother and father had together, | have an older sister, four

younger brothers and two younger sisters.

5. My parents are both Maori.
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6. My father's name was lvan John Ryder. He was Tarara — Dalmatian and Maori. My
father was a man of the cloth, he wore the collar forGROB Church.

7. My mother's name is| ~~ GRO-B2 ' and she is Maori, Italian and

Scottish. My mother went through theé_ GRO-B _f;herself as | believe she had been
'  GROB by her family. There was a big age gap between my parents. My
father was in his 50s and my mother was 19 when they got together.

8. My father was 52 when | was born.

9. | asked my father questions about his whanau when | was young but he didn't like
to talk about them. Apparently my Koro was violent to my Nan and | remember my

Dad telling us about some really bad violence that my Koro inflicted on her.

10.1 remember we used to go up north some weekends and we had some connection
with my father's whanau up in Kaitaia.

11.My mother's Maori name is | GRO-B-2 . Her whanau are from Rotorua,
Whakatane, and §_____939_—_l_?_'____'§but we weren’t connected with her whanau growing up.

12.1f Mum was not getting on with someone, then we never saw them again. My Uncle
GROBS who is my mother’s only living brother, lives mGROB | asked him about
coming to visit them when we were kids and why the visits had stopped. Uncle
GROB3sald it was because of my mother’s ways. He said that my mother stopped

us kids having a relationship with her siblings and with her mother, my nan.

13.My mother never had a good relationship with her own mother. When my mother
was born, she had been promised to her aunty, my nanny GROB—4 My mother had

this hate for her own mother and | did not understand what it was about.

14.1 identify as being Maori but | don’t really identify with my iwi. We were born in
Auckland and we weren't brought up with Maori ways. We weren't allowed to speak
te reo and we didn’'t have a marae in Auckland.

15.We went to tangi on marae up north when we were young. | used to feel like |

belonged there but we didn’t go up there very often.
16.My middle name is Hinerangi. | was told | was named after myGROBbut also
after Guide Sophia from Whakarewarewa.

17.The only person that calls me Hinerangi is my mother.
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Whenever Social Welfare came around for an inspection we would go back to her

house. We were her meal ticket.

37.1 have now seen some of my file from the Department of Social Welfare. | know that
there is a note that says Social Welfare visited on 22 December 1980 where the
social worker recorded that she saw both me and my older sister at my mother’s
house and “all appeared to be well”. [WITN0267002] To me, this shows my parents
deception worked as the social workers never stuck around long enough to see

what was really happening.

38.My father wouldn’t beat us or let anyone beat us. He would make us do physical

work like chopping wood as punishment.

39.The sexual abuse continued even though | was technically in the custody of my
mother. | would spend my nights in fear. At night times, the boys would be in one
room, the girls in another and the young ones up the front. My father would call out
for us and | would push my older sister as | wanted her to protect me. She jumped

out the window and left me. So the abuse carried on.

40.There were a few times when it happened while my mother was back at my father’s
house and while she was present. | remember her saying to him to use lots of

vaseline and she stayed in the room while he raped me.

41.During intermediate | had to go home at lunchtime to service my father's sexual
desires. Threats were made about my brothers missing out on things or that | would
be punished if | didn’t do it. | was not allowed to shower afterwards so | smelled
when | returned to school. | was in choir and lots of other school activities. |

remember some girls behind me in choir saying that | stunk.
42.1 felt | had no choice but to continue so that my father wouldn’t turn to my younger

sisters. | wanted to protect them.

43.As a young girl, | didn’t understand that my father’'s abuse was wrong. As | got
older, | just shut up and put up with the hidings and the sexual abuse.

44 ] tried to commit suicide on a number of occasions but | thought about my younger
sisters and | didn’t want them to get hurt.

45.As far as | know, the reason | was put into state care is because my sister and |

made allegations about my father sexually abusing us.
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46. My older sister convinced me to tell someone about what my father had been doing.

It was during intermediate, when | was form one and my older sister was form two.

47.1 agreed and we spoke to a counsellor at school and then we were taken away. |
can’'t remember whether it was from school or home. | can’t remember if the Police

were there.
48.We got taken to | GRo8 | which was @ 6Ro8 home for girls in
. Gro-B | | remember nuns; it was a huge house with lots of rooms and seemed

like a monastery to me. | was admitted to/  Gro-8 | on a Police warrant on 15
October 1980 [WITN0267003]. | was sad that my sisters were left at home and |
was worried about them being left with my father.

49.1 shut down when | was taken there. | didn’t trust anybody.

50.1 looked out the window and saw my mother and | started panicking. | was freaking
out wondering what she was doing here. My mother was with a Pakeha lady who |
assumed was the social worker.

51.1 tried to call out to my older sister but she had been taken somewhere else.

52.0ne of the nuns came in and told me to be quiet and wait until | was called. | started
crying and said that | was scared because my mother was there. The nun said |

had to go and talk about the allegations about what was happening.

53.At the time | needed to be with my sister to have the strength to tell the truth. My
mother had previously threatened to end my life. | also felt pressure because of the
knowledge that my family would be split apart.

in there. | ran out of the room because | was too scared to talk about life at home.
| started crying for my sister.

55.Then my mother walked in. She told me | wasn'’t to say anything because certain
things were going to happen to my siblings and my life would be “not good”. | can’t
remember the exact threat but it was enough that | was terrified. She went out of

the room and said “do you fucking understand Hinerangi?”

56.1 heard my sister crying but | couldn’t find where she was as we had been put in
separate rooms. They wouldn'’t let me go to my older sister.
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57.The staff asked me why | said one thing and then said something else. They then
told me they were going to be doing an internal. | had no idea what that was.

58.1 was taken into a room where there was a long bed like you would see at a doctor’s
surgery. None of the staff were wearing a doctor's coat or looked like doctors, so
when they started to examine me | just thought someone else was touching me.

59.1 didn’t want them to do it and | remember | was crying for my sister.

60. Afterwards | was taken to a room with my sister and | told her what had happened.
My sister told me that we couldn't tell them because we knew what would happen
at home. My biggest motivator was surviving and also protecting my brothers and
sisters from my parents. My older sister wanted to run away but | couldn’t leave my
siblings.

61.We stayed two nights atGROBand then got taken to the Children and Young
Person’s Court on 17 October 1980 [WITN0267003]. My father was represented
by Kevin Ryan, who | believe was a top lawyer in Auckland at the time.

62.After we appeared on 17 October 1980, the case was adjourned and we were
returned to the care of our mother. | did not want to go back to live with my mother
as | knew she would beat me for having made this complaint.

63.1 have found it very upsetting to see the way this incident was recorded in the file.
It says that we appeared due to a Police complaint that we were beyond the control
of our father due to being truant from school and occasionally sleeping away from
home [WITN0267004]. There is also a report from a social worker that said “the
children complained of the treatment they received at the hands of their father and
wished to be allowed to live with their mother.” The social worker report also said
my father had previously appeared in the Children’s Court on a similar complaint to
mine in 1970, for two of his children from a previous marriage. [WITN0267004]

64.The social worker report said that Gro-es and | were “truanting from school and
sleeping away from home on occasions... sniffing solvents and have refused to go
this behaviour in consequence of their treatment and the unsatisfactory conditions
existing in their father's home and the desire to join their mother.” [WITN0267004]
The social worker said that us being moved to live with our mother had “achieved
the desired effect” and recommended that we be admonished and sentenced to
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supervision. The social worker also recommended the complaint against my father
be dismissed. [WITN0267004]

65.The file from the final court hearing on 9 December 1980 records that | admitted
the charge of “being not under proper care or control." [WITN0267004] | do not
remember being asked about that or admitting anything. | was admonished and
sentenced to 12 months’ supervision. [WITN02670004]

66.1 am angry now that | have seen the documents about this incident. Although we
said we were being sexually abused, this was downplayed as a complaint about
“unsatisfactory conditions” at my father's house and as though we made the
complaint just to be moved to our mother’s. | am so angry that they swept this under
the carpet. Seeing it written down shows they knew and they could have done
something to stop this. The fact that we made a complaint about being sexually

abused and the result was we got in trouble for it makes me sick to my stomach.

Running Away

67.Things pretty much carried on as they had done after the court case. It was a matter
of getting beaten by my mother or sexually abused by my father. That was my
childhood.

68. Part of the sexual abuse was that | had to wear certain clothes, put make up on and

look a certain way.

69.1 started running away more and | would tell the Police what was happening at my
mother’s house and at my father's house but they would keep taking me back to
both of them.

70.My father was a bookie and he would always say his best customers were the
Police and the Police Detectives. Lots of the officers at the Avondale Police Station

knew my father.

71.1 wanted to get my brothers and sisters out of home and for us to all go and stay
with my Aunty and Uncle in Mangere. They said that they would have us.

happening at home to her. | would sometimes run away from home to her place.
She came around to my place after encouragement from my father and he sexually
abused her. We were really close and would cry together about what happened.
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73.1 already knew it was going to happen and | felt like | was leading a lamb to

house.

74.Gro-B-6 didn’t tell her mother what had happened but we would sometimes go to
her house after school. That was my safe place and 59“9'5_“5: kept me sane and

listened to me.

75.1 kept running away from home whenever. | remember one breaking point for me

was one night asking if my older sisterE-_-‘-_B_':______-f'ﬁ%fcould go instead of me when my
father called out. She said she couldn’t and | hated her at the time. | just wanted
her to be my older sister and protect me. | didn't want to be around her anymore

after that night. | didn’t confide in her anymore.

76.My older sister ended up in Rotorua somewhere with some of our mother’s family.

The rest of us stayed at home.

77.At my mother’'s house we had no food in the cupboards, nothing. When Social
Welfare would come, a show was put on. Everything would be normal when they
came around and there would be food in the cupboards.

78.This was in contrast to our father's house, where there were always full cupboards,
our school uniforms were paid for, we had clothing and everything was done. Aside
from the sexual abuse, my father actually provided for us.

79.By this stage, | was sniffing glue to try to numb myself every time | went into that
room with my father. | would tell anybody that would listen what was happening,

but | was told that | was a liar and that | would manipulate situations to work for me.

80.1 used to run away to a community centre run in town. | had never seen the city
before that and walking from Avondale to Queen Street was like going to New York
or LA. Some school trips went into the city but we weren’t really allowed to go on

them.

81.1 told the centre what was going on at home and the centre then contacted my
father. The other kids at the centre warned me and | managed to hide in the roof
there but they still found me in the end.

82.The kids at the community centre were haututu as, full of mischief.

83.1 felt like | was stuck for the rest of my life with my family. The people at the

community centre were kind to the street kids but they couldn’t believe that a man
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89.1 told them if they sent me to either parent | would run away.

90.0n 8 April 1982 the final hearing was held in the Children and Young Person’s
Court . | have seen a report by my social worker at the time which recommended
that | be made a ward of the state. It says in the file that | was adamant | would not
return to my mother and that | was “anxious to return to my father.” That is true
because | was worried for my younger sisters and | wanted to protect them. The
report said “in view of Loretta’s allegations against her father, | consider such a
placement unwise” but it also said “it would seem to some extent Loretta is
manipulating the family’s unfortunate circumstances to her own advantage.”
[WITN0267010]

91.1t makes me so angry to read that. All my childhood | was told | was a liar and that
| was manipulating things when in reality | was trying to survive and also to protect
my younger siblings.

92.All | wanted was to be together with my brothers and sisters and to be safe. | didn’t
understand that my whole family couldn’t be picked up and taken away together.
They never pulled in my father's whanau or questioned anything about him because

he wore the collar.

93.1 don’t know why we weren't able to go to live with my Aunty in Mangere. She was
our whanau and we could have gone there instead of into homes.

94.1 have seen in my file it says that my mother’s cousin in Mt Albert offered to care
for me but my mother strongly objected to this. [WITN0267011]

95.The result of the court hearing on 8 April was that | was made a ward of the state.

Lloyd Avenue Family Home

96.Next, | was placed in the Lloyd Avenue Family Home in Mt Albert. Mr and Mrs

GROBT&B managed the family home. By this time | was at Auckland Girls Grammar.

97.1 was admitted to the Lloyd Avenue Family Home on 20 April 1982 but | was re-
admitted to Bollard several times when | was in the care of the GRGB?&SIS at the
Lloyd Street Family Home. [WITN0267007]

98.Mrs GROB? was an Indian lady and she was awesome. She was kind, caring and

drinking problems.
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99.1 raised my concerns about what he was making me do in the kitchen. He would
| saw an ugly side of her so | got out of there. | broke into their room and stole the
money tin with my money in it, filled up a bag with food and took some clothing and
took off, back to the streets. The cops eventually picked me up but Mrs GROB?
wouldn’t take me back after that. | was never told what was happening.

Bollard Girls Home

100. After absconding from the Lloyd Avenue family home | was picked up by the
police and taken back to Bollard. | had been back to Bollard a couple of times while
at the family home already, but | was placed there permanently on 1 July 1982.
[WITN0267007]

101. | don’t remember getting sent to secure when | first arrived at Bollard (on 20
January 1982) but | did get sent to secure if | was going back to Bollard after running

away. It took me a while to get used to how things worked at Bollard.

102. When there were certain staff working, you knew you had to watch your walk and
your talk. This happened more when the staff were Pakeha. | didn’t know what
racism was when | was growing up but at Bollard, the Pakeha girls got treated a lot
better than the Maori girls did. | didn’t like how people from different races would
speak to each other.

103. There were a lot of Maori girls in Bollard and there were definitely more brown
girls than there were white girls in there. Staff members spoke differently to us Maori
girls compared to the Pakeha girls. The tone was different and they used nicknames
like honey or love when talking to Pakeha girls but they didn’t do that with us.
Whenever there were activities, the white girls would always go off. There was a lot

of separation.

104. | didn’t understand what racism was but | learned about it at Bollard. The staff
spoke differently to us, the way they spoke, their tone, what they said.

105. Growing up, | wasn't violent at home and | never hit my siblings but in Bollard |
became violent because | had to defend myself. The other girls were violent so |
was forced to fight back. They tried to initiate me when | arrived but | fought them
off in the showers. | had heard stories about girls being violated using broomsticks
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123. No social workers ever suggested that | could have contact or visits with my wider

whanau. | could only have family leave to go to my father’s.

124. | recently asked my brothers if they knew what was happening in the room at
Bollard and one of them said he had an inkling but was too scared to turn around.

Abuse from Staff at Bollard

125. We had to have venereal disease checks at Bollard. | didn’t want the test but they
strapped me down while they did what they did. | had slept with one or two of the
street boys before | went into Bollard. | got an STD and thought that it would be a
way to show what was happening if | passed it to my father. | had a VD test which
came back positive. When my father raped me the next time | told them to test him
to prove that he was abusing me. They didn’'t do anything to him, and instead they

sent me to the secure unit for speaking up.

126. Another time | was assaulted by a male staff member in the secure unit. | was
told to undress as | was getting a medical done but he wasn't a doctor. | was lying
there by myself and he molested me. | don’t know whether there were any other
staff members or other girls there at the time. Normally there was only one staff
member in the secure unit except at lunch where additional staff members would

bring food down to us.

127. He told me that if | told anyone that he would tell the girls that | gave sexual
favours to him and it would be his word against mine. He asked me to give him a
blow job and | said that | would bite his dick off.

128. | remember that he was Pakeha but | don’t remember his name. | started to
wonder whether this happened to everybody else or just to me because | spoke

out.

129. | GRO-B-9) was one of the staff members at Bollard. She had a horrible outiook on
the Maori girls, she would always pick on us and hit us with her torch on the night
rounds. She was cruel, especially to me. She would often say that | was the leader
and that all the other girls were following me. If | ever tried to respond they would
say that | was lying. If | started to shut down they would just put me in the secure

unit because they knew | was going to run away.

130. | ran away from Bollard a lot, | would say 12 or 13 times. | eventually stopped

telling the girls | was going to run away in case they passed it on. It was better on
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the street. | often ran away to Owairaka where my brothers were. My cousin and
her partner lived in Mt Albert close to Owairaka. They knew what was happening
but didn't know what my mother’s role in all of it was. | knew my younger brothers
were also running away and that Social Welfare was involved with them too. | would
run to Owairaka and ask anyone | could if they were there and how they were going.
If | didn’t run to Owairaka | would run into town with my friends. We would sleep in
the Aotea Square carpark in a boiler room down there. We would break into houses
and take what we needed. | would try to stop the others from being destructive for
no reason. Sometimes we would break into my mother's house and steal things
from there. | would take my friends home for some kai.

131. | have done a lot of shoplifting and stealing in my life just to survive.

132. At Bollard | had to deal with the staff, the girls and with the visits from my father.
| was happier on the street with the street kids because lots of them had been
abused like me. We could all talk with each other and sleep marae styles and it was

safe.

133. The last time | ran away GRO-B-9 caught me. | had planned my escape for two
weeks and was going to go to my cousin’s place. | had to sleep on the second floor
and | was going to go out the window using sheets tied together as a rope. |
remember hearing her come in as | was going out the window. The other girls told
her | was running away. She hit me over the head with her torch and said “you little
fucking bitch, get your arse back in here!” | felt a trickle of blood down my face, saw
it fall on the sheet and let go because | freaked out.| GRO-B-9 |sounded exactly like
my mother to me.

134. | got away and went to my cousin’s place. They tried to look after me. But it was
a Mongrel Mob house and unfortunately when the mobsters were there any young
girls were there for the taking. That happened to me. | was abused there once and
I never went back after that. One of the mobsters who abused me had a house over
on Tutanekai Street in Grey Lynn near my Dad. | told him that | would tell my father
and that he would shoot him. My father was protective of us in a sick way. He would
not let us have boyfriends. Later, when he found out | was seeing my first son’s
father, he came with guns and machetes.

135. During my time at Bollard, no one listened to me about my physical or sexual

abuse at home. My mother and father repeatedly made it look like we had a perfect
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family to the outside world. | don’t know why they thought | was saying the same
things over and over again if they weren't true. In the end if you keep telling people
the truth and they don't listen all you want to do is forget about it. Unfortunately for
me, other people did worse than just ignore our complaints. When our extended
family found out about it, | got abuse from them about what it would do to our family.

136. Eventually | was told that if | ran away another time then Bollard would not be the
place for me. The staff just looked at me like | was trouble.

Weymouth Residential Centre

137. | was taken to Weymouth after running away again. | was told | was going there
because of my repeated absconding. They also told me that Weymouth was going
to be better for me because of the outdoor activities. My only regret is that | left my
diary behind. | asked the social worker Mrs| cro.c1 | for it but never got it back. It
had all the details of my life in it.

138. In my file there is a psychological report from October 1982 that said | came “from
a very disturbed family background”, that | was “deeply emotionally disturbed by
experiences within” my family and that if | was to be placed at Weymouth, | would
need “intensive professional support.” [WITN0267011]

139. | understand that my social worker recommended that | be moved to Weymouth
in October 1982 but | wasn'’t placed there until 8 February 1983. [WITN0267012] |
do not know why there was such a delay. | stayed at Weymouth most of 1983.
[WITNO0267007; WITN0267012; WITN0267013]

140. | was excited about moving to Weymouth. | liked it because there were lots more
outdoor activities. | had seen the horses, kayaks and camping area and had thought
| wanted to go there. | was always a tomboy and loved the outdoors.

141. | was also excited because they were going to teach me family and life skills. |
wanted to be shown what a family should teach. | also wanted to join the army and
continue to learn how to use guns. | wanted to kill everyone that had hurt me,
especially my father. We had learnt how to use guns as children.

142. Even when | was moved to Weymouth | remained worried about my sisters at

home.
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still no voice for kids at Weymouth. | think | was lucky because | was fair skinned.
The racism at Weymouth was not as bad as Bollard but there was still a difference
between how they treated Maori girls and Pakeha girls. Although I'm Maori, | was
still treated better than some of the darker skinned girls.

160. | had to stay in hostel four for a while because | didn’t want to be there so | would
fight back. This extended my stay. Mr Kennedy would come in to see me and tell
me what | needed to do to get back into hostel one. | had to do my time in there
and do the correct things during the day. They kept a record of how we behaved,
like we were animals in the zoo.

161. | nearly made it to hostel two, but what was written on our report forms was solely
from the staff perspective. Our opinions and thoughts didn't feature. We were able
to make written complaints but these clearly didn’'t go anywhere. Years later, when
| got my paperwork from the Ministry of Social Development none of my complaints
were on file. That was part of the reason | wanted my diary, as | had written down

all my complaints in it.

162. When | was in hostel four, | told them about the abuse from my father. His visits
to me at Weymouth were supervised. Ma Penny listened to me. She had to go out
during one visit due to an altercation between the girls. She checked with me if |
would be ok, | told her that | wouldn’t be, and she made sure when she had to pop
out that she left the door open and only turned her back for a moment. She was like
a big sister to me, she really cared about me. Ma Warren was the same. She really
tried to develop our skills, especially when it came to sports. We all felt like we could
trust Ma Warren. She kept us uplifted but didn’t give us too much sympathy. She
gave me advice about how to get out of being a state ward. This was really different
because at Bollard all | had heard was that | would be stuck there until | was 21.

163. While in hostel four, | didn’'t get on with one of the girls and one of the staff
altercation one day before breakfast. She was the sort of girl that got something if
she wanted it. We got sent to our cells but we started fighting first. Mr GROB1° came
down to pull us apart. He grabbed my breasts while he separated us and was very
rough. | was trying to hit him but he had my arms over his head. | got dragged down
to the secure unit and put into another cell where | was forced to get changed, if |
didn’t | was told | would have change in front of all the male staff. As soon as | sat
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down on the bed in the cell it was like a placenta came out. | didn’t realise at the

time but now having had children | know what it is like.

164. | screamed for help but no one came. | woke up later strapped down to a bed,
wearing only a top and no bottoms, with no sheet covering me. | think in hindsight
I may have had a miscarriage in that secure unit but no one talked to me about it.
They were talking about giving me a contraceptive injection. They then gave it to
me while | was strapped down.

165. My file notes confirm that | was given the Depo Provera contraceptive injections
at least three times while at Weymouth. This was when | was 15. [WITN0267018]
They did not talk to me about the injection before giving it to me. Afterwards, Ma
Penny told me that | was given the jab because of my sexual activity outside of
Weymouth.

166. | desperately wanted to leave Weymouth after that.

167. Eventually | ran away for good. | got a job under a false name, got myself a flat
and saved some money. This was the advice Ma Warren had given me to get out.

168. | have seen that on my file it confirms | remained at Weymouth until 25 November
1983. [WITN0267007; WITN0267012; WITN0267013].

169. | don't remember many of the social workers that were involved with me. | know
there was one woman called Mrs GROJHbut | don’t remember much of what
happened with her. | have seen in my file there are notes about meetings where
apparently a plan was formed and | agreed to it. That's bullshit because | was very
outspoken and | would never have agreed to go to my mother’'s with what was

happening there.

170. They kept saying | needed to have a relationship with my mother because it had
broken down but no one listened to me about what was happening. | was often told
| was lying and making things up so eventually | shut down and just went along with
things. When they made me go home to my mother, | would go and then run away
as soon as | could.

171. | had to learn to be manipulative so that | could get out of there.

Life after State Care
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232. We had a survivors for survivors group and we have had one session at Kokiri
marae. | would like to find a way for our group to go around the homes to help

young people who are still in care.

Other changes

233. There need to be more safeguards in the hiring practices for staff working with
children. The screening needs to be much better. | also think, with appropriate

screening, they should offer jobs to survivors.

234. | have always wanted to work in care but couldn’t because of my criminal record.
Instead | have gone behind the scenes and worked with wahine and children
involved in gangs.

235. | don't think there should be institutions at all. We have so many islands, we have
land, we have so many marae that are sitting unused. | believe there are so many
other options that should be used, rather than just putting kids into institutions.

236. Using the Pakeha model by itself doesn’'t work. We should use our marae and

our traditional Maori system as well.

237. Young people could learn how to hunt, to fish and to look after themselves. Our
young people should learn our ways, not just the Pakeha ways. Being put into
Pakeha institutions and classrooms doesn’t work for our people.

238. Putting people in institutions or jails doesn't make sense, people just learn off
each other.

239. When | am out with my kids in the ngahere | find they will open up and talk to me
in a way they wouldn't if we were just at home. | now try to take my kids back to

a whare so that we all have somewhere to take our kids back to.

Conclusion

240. Looking back on my experiences in the homes, if there was just one person who
believed my cries for help, that would have made such a big difference. Having
someone who truly cares could change everything for one girl.
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Abuse in Care.

GRO-C
Signed: |

Dated: 3@//0 '-i/”'zof?zf
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