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The Digger Incident

41. It was not long before | started to have doubts about Owairaka because some of

the Palagi men were really touchy feely.

42. There was the garden guy, he would bring nudist pornography books for the boys

to look at.

43. | was down the digger one day and | came out of the shower, and he was
standing there holding the towel. He tried to feel me up and | swore at him. He
then said, “l wasn't trying to do anything to you little black bugger. Come on, grab
your bucket son." He came around to me again holding the towel out, but | knew
what he was trying to do, and he was eyeing me up. He tried it again the next
day. It happened for 2 days. He would touch me, and | would pull away. He
would say things like, “You got a nice tight little black bum.”

44. | don't want to talk about this in any more detail. He wasn't the only one who
tried things on. | ended up acting out because these bad things were happening.

It became my defence mechanism — to nut out so | would get left alone.

45. |just got so down, so depressed and | felt helpless. | attempted suicide and tried

to do myself away. | GRO-C

GRO-C
. GRO-C i That guy came in and held me up and yelled
out to this other guy and they both got me down GRO-C ) |

The other guy said, “You silly boy”. We went to the medical block and there they
asked me, “What's wrong with you?”. | said “nothing”. | stayed silent, | could not

tell anyone what had happened to me or what | was afraid of.

46. After all the things that were happening and the way they were running the Home,
| just wanted to end my life. | have rarely told that part of my story before because

it is something | have really tried to bury.

47. After this incident, | got taken back to the cell. The guards notified the
superintendent and they kept me down there for another day. And then after that
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OTHER PLACEMENTS

63.

64.

Apart from Owairaka and Kohitere | went to many other placements. One
it a youth hostel but really it was like a foster home. | was there with several
other foster kids. | remember that | would have been 3™ form, but | wasn't going

to school. | stayed at home.

The girls in that Home were getting sexually abused by the housemaster there.
His wife would go to work, and he would take girls in the room and sexually abuse
them. We were helpless. We couldn't do anything, and we couldn’t say anything.

IMPACTS OF THE ABUSE

65.

66.

Laterin life, | wrote a book called, ‘A Boy Called Broke: My story, so far'. | would
like to share an excerpt from ‘Part B — Journey to the cells’:

Sometimes I'd be angry at God or whoever it was that made this world.
I had no idea of what | was gonna do once | got out. Of the time |
spent here the only good thing I learned was how to plant trees and
scrub cutting, but | did learn everything negative like burglary,
shoplifting, drinking booze, home-brewing, armed robbery, safe
cracking, tattooing and rebel, rebel, rebel. And a hatred for authority,

arising from house masters in Owairaka, going on to screws in prisons.

When [ think of Satalo and Poutasi and Falealili (the villages where |
was born) and my present situation | realise sadly that I'll never be the
same again. Somewhere between Fa’amoana and John there was a
breakdown (Gau) of sorts which had a devastating effect, leaving me

here staring at the concrete ceiling of my cell.

When the State intervened and took me away from my parents, they became
responsible for what happened to me in care and the pathway my life took into
the borstals and prisons. We were put into a system that couldn’t cater for us
Pacific kids. The State shouldn’t take you away if your life is going to be worse
off.
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Abuse in Care.

Signed oRoc

o 3

Dated: 5 . 1. 2.\
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Annexure

Consent to use my statement

|, Fa’amoana Luafutu, confirm that by submitting my signed witness statement to the
Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, | consent to its use in the following

ways:

e reference and/or inclusion in any interim and/or final report;

o disclosure to those granted leave to appear, designated as core participants
and where instructed, their legal representatives via the Inquiry’s database or
by any other means as directed by the Inquiry;

e presentation as evidence before the Inquiry, including at a public hearing;

¢ informing further investigation by the Inquiry;

e publication on the Inquiry website.

| also confirm that | have been advised of the option to seek anonymity and that if
granted my identity may nevertheless be disclosed to a person or organisation,
including any instructed legal representatives, who is the subject of criticism in my
witness statement in order that they are afforded a fair opportunity to respond to the

criticism.

Please tick one of the two following boxes:

if you are seeking anonymity

or

/

\/ if you are happy for your identity to be known

18



