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P,·ace gre�me11 (dim1 ed in chap1er 10), re 1he t110� sp,ecrJ1cul:ir 
nu11if-e. miom of a me of ea. bu1 1r-Jd1elonally rh�• were dilliculc to 
negotb1e. Th t =luct,,1L shon!d l't.",i,h a 11,ttc: of ca lS n ideal d1�1 is 
in t�c min f thi:: people. lt i irnporr.m1 ro l>� abk 10 say 'K11a ea,' 
th t i�. the nutter is �ettled and i. n longer an i�,ue. ettfuJg an • ue 
is b,uided by bmh p,ecedent� �nd by judgemcnt1 3g;iimr modern facm�. 
Th<: i:nd rewl1 • w n:ad, thr: sm,e of <:a. 

Value, vajues crnd prindples 
h cou.ld be cot1fu�it1g 10 u. e die w rd 'values' ro me.in prin iples and 
1he \\' rd 'valae' which mean� 'rhe reg:ird �me1h111g i� held 10 d serve; 
impurt:111cr: or worth' ( ,ford Conr[M DifliDm•ry 2000:1277-7 ). Obvi­
ously ot1e is tlot d1t: pi ural of 1he th r. I nstea.d we are de;Lling with t,vo 
sq,antc words "�th very clilf-cl'l'nt meaning;. Manaakitanga is one of 
the \'llues tlm underpin tikm1ga Maori. It refers to 3n expected si:a.mbrd 
of beluviour, an ide3J rim 011c shoLild 3spire rio re3ch. Wl,ei1 we S3 
tlut m.anaakitanga is "hishiy ,;alued" or tlut ther<: i 'l,igli val1111:' placed 
upon man:aakitimga w,· arc mi11g the base iugular word 'value' which 
me:ins holding something to be import.ml. \Vh. t \'lll11esaire important, 
and have b.,.,,. in1purt:1I!(, to Miuri' 

Wh.anawiga.t:mga 
Om: comp<:.in,m of th,: v;,111.� ;i:;s<>dau,d wid1 cik�1,s,1 i whan�uuga­
r:mga. Wlnnaun timga embr.ic whabp;ipa and foci, es upon 
rcbtiomhips. lndi,�duals rxp ·et to b-c �upportc:d by thc-ir rclati,-es nc.u 
aml distant. b111 1hr collcct1vr gruup also expects the �upport ;md hdp 

f i·r, ir1dhridual . This i .. fum:lametiul principle. 
Tlhe-re arc obligations in tl'rms ofwhanaungarnnga. Ac a iangihang:i 

rebciv� :rre expecl:t'd to support tile whole ceremony. M111y tika.ng;:i 
prcs.cribe \v:l)".I of rei.to�ing a balam:e in rela.timiships bec1use it is 
rerob,ni,d.l dl31 n:b1k,1id1lps ue fr:lg1!e ,1,id rle� ro be ,1urt,1n:d. An 
;is.50ej31ed prin 'pie� th�t ofkan h.i kJt , 3 f: e seen, indi 'l� t kin 
rneinben n ·ed tn be l:Cen and d1 • bt)l1d� nf whi11;iung11t1111g;i ke111 mong, 

T,be whannmg;irang;i prim;ipk c-.-idml l>c)'Qnd ami.a,I whakapapa 
rebtionships and included frbtionships to nolll-kin p1>rsons who beairne 
like kin through sh�xed ,c ·periit'nccs and to th.c arn;c tral house at the 
nurac, because it i1 L mill}' nmi.cd after an ancotor. Aldmugh a high 

\e:ilue i!. placed upon wh:uu1111gatanga and its obligations chc ideal is 
diffi 11h to �chi=. 

Ma11a�kita11ga and whanaungatanga 
All tikaug,, ,ui: underpinned by the high. value pla(;Cd vpoL1 mm1aaki-
1an,ga - mirlming iselatiomhips, looking afoer people, and being \'er}' 
careful 1bom how others are treated .. Thus in 1he tikanga of m\1ru (1hc 
ritual rcdlistributio11 o property discu·sed in.duptcr9. for the l,'TOUJJ 
of people who come 10 rake awa che heirlooms. goods, produrn of 
the land, "ea and fore t, the ani.Ju and, 111 fa ·t. an)•thJng 1n0\' ble, 
t�u: vah,e of ,n3na3ldtang:i �ill hold�: dm is.. the principl or t,rnd.ud 
of bd1aviour nmin-cma:ii11 in p]acc. Tliesc people m-e given J meal and 
are allowed io lea\"e in peace. Th pranice of muru is c.iretiilJy rna11aged 
b.c3use the "alu� 111�,oo on whan,1m1g;u.anga mid manaakitang;i 1mm 
be maimained. 

The L3w ConimL��ion (2Cl01) preferred ro cill upon the gener:il term 
, roh,1 tu meer d1i vJlue. Aroh;i, is an e .:nti.tl pJrt of ,mnaak ,�ng:i 3nd 
is an e,.-pcc!�-<l tiimcn:sion of wh,,nJ1mg.itanp. It cao1no1 be sm:s.�d 
cnoll 1 that nunaabrnnga is always important no milttcr what th� 
cirrumsta11ces migh£ be. Some might be mori\·ated by �n�r or by greed 
10 ;1.a �.in!! the expe<'.rtd pri,idple.� ofbeh;ivi ur. hi 1he end, howe\•er, 
a judgement is nude about their failure m observe rhe t'Kp{'cred 
requiremems of 1ibng:i. T11� priticipl� ltt imporLlJn in ll�nL1.�1 
rel�tionsbjps. 

Mana 

Pe�nn�l and group refacioni.hips. ue ,1lwJ media1ed md gu,ded i,,,, thf.' 
high \',!Jue plJc:ed upon r,un�. Mon., has 10 do wid, the place:- of the indi­
vidual in th� social group. Some 111tlividuab are rcgardctl a:; having a hLgl\ 
1.-, ... 1 of mana and ,'}ther:; ha�'t' \'.lf}�ng !e\o"els. he word as defined by 
Willi,1111., (1957:172) ha:; a r.ini;,.-e ofmeoning;: 'autliority. control'. 'influ­
cnc�, pR.'llrige, power',' ychic force', 'df.:m, l, binding, amhontui\'e'. 

People with n1ma tend to be pcrsorn i11 leadership rok-s ill the com­
rmmity. They 1re 1 'ell placed in tern of wlukapapa lnd come lrom 
chielly line or from imporunc families. People of nunl d1:;1w cheir 
prctigc and pcm•:r from their �n c ·1or� (11un� tipun�). This I''-'w.:r ;_, 
socially founded upon 1hi:: kimhip group.. the pan:ttts. tl1e whatt3u, I pu 
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and iwi. Thcre is also a perumal incremenir based on the proven works, 
kills .imi/or ,contribution� to the group nude over tin,.- by .ln individl,l!ill 
clm pro1tk! · human au1horir,• (man., tangat�). The clement of psychic 
pmver rclatc:l> ,·ilMl to wlnl.1papa. arid ,connccliom wi.th du: Gods of ihc­
Miiori world (mana Atua). Fe,,,1• [eader-;, today daim a divine dght to be 
3 speaker 0,1 the p3ep. e or 1�,imua (ihe spe3kers' bench). Yet 1b e m st 
dl'ecti ,e speake� �re chose tlmt. have 111.J.n� and the conli.denci: ociatcd 
with i1. 

M.am is i11 tum mcd i.atoo by i:hc v:i.luc placed on the tuakan:a/taina 
_ tanding of a pen;cm. Tuakana - nlder iblings, male or female - ha.ve a 
iligher pO!,idon sod:illy [h311 r:tinl3, you,tgi:r sib!in�. In, elfe iruerpcr­
son.J rdatim1slrii:,s are not on a kvd pla.)'ing tidd. Th�y arc much mon­
complic:;ircd ro manage bt.:c.ms of mh :11 variable . Ha'ring skill an.d 
experience are advantag� in maint.uning b:ilancc- in interpersonal airul 
imer-gm1.1p rebdon.&hip.,. A� :i gene-ml rule m� na n1ust b respecced aJld 
1mbli e,en� i:hould e,1b.nce the nun� of p�rtic,p)n�. Act:io� th)t 
diminish 1mna =,dt in mmbk 

ap1.1 
Th� 011e�p1 of tip� • ,ui imporum deme,1, i11 ;ill ilbi;ga_ The s,111rce 
of tap11 goes 10 1he hearr or Maori religio11 diouli,-ht and even 1hough 
a majoriiy of Maori arc 1m:n1.bcrs of some Christi�n church or c-ct ihc 
1Jotion of tapu holds. It i� not really a matter of choosing on.e rdigion 
a1rer another. R.athcr ii ha.s to do w.ith integrating dilfcrcnt phil();j,()phics 
and niakin an am:mpc- a1 recon,iling apparcm contradiC"liom. apu is 
cvcrywhere i11 our ,rnrld, It is prt:si;nt in pt:Dpk, in pb es, in buildi�, 
in things., words, ancl in all libnga. Tapu is in.eparable from marui.. from 
our id�mi1 as Maori and from our rnlrural pranices. 

A� Maori we respecr rhe L1pu of pl a-s and building.. ,�eh a_� !he 
�ncemal meeting home:. We :iko respect cl,,: t:1pu of persQm induding 
our {)\:\ 1. Tbesc ;ii,;: k!cils arid vJlues we b- Ii�� in. Hui i1 has to bt: 
adr:nittcd that i:rumy of us no lonb'1'r 'lrnO\v about thel'I: v.1lues a11d often 
do 11or k:now whar ID do. orwithst.imfin rhis 1n:nd, iapu re:iuait11, an 
imponam part of our actions and o our belie!s. Wilen cold th.it we 
sho11ld not si-ep over a skc-ping pcrson 1he reason has to do ,,�d1 the tapu 
of ihe person. One should not pass a!lj•thing O',lef lhe head of another; 
rl1e head bfing dw mo;( rap11 part of �- person. A building is open.�d at 

dawn because i1 i rapu until the ,m,mem the builders, c;u:vcrs ;.nd 
decorator, .m: R'.bud from die t:ip(I of cre�live work �nd die building L 
dcc.tl"ed rccady for public use. Th� whole of · the t.1ngihan_g;i cerell!0ll)' 
calll"lot be explained unless the notion of tapu is dea:il)• understood. 

Utu 
Whil� tilt" !!(•lion of �w ,� li12ked 1,, ,tht" ,111�1 ti.;�l 6--:!m�w rl: of the 
takc--i.m.1-<'a rnodd .11-rcady 1ncn.cionrd. t:hc--.c is :ilio a value plm:cl upon. 
um as -compensation. or �ven{:c, or reciprocity. Many commemators 
h�v,; nore,:I 1hc concept of utu. fi r exlmple ;n w•rf•re (V�yda l 'J(ll:45) 
and i11 ,economic uans:iccions (Firth 1\159:412'-1 .1). 1 1  is somecim� 
refcrred to as the pri riciplc of re iprocity {Firth) nr as the print:iple of 
eq,tiVlle,1ce, a11d Meq,,e (2001) rewi.1d; its m:tl,i. p,1rpote ttui11r:ti,1.111J; 
rdniomh:ip . As poimed ou, i1l tit, dMpl I urn is ,1 rnponx to a tal.J· 
and 1hm ont:c lhc rnkc is admi!l"Cd the aim is ro r-..·1Kh a smc of c�. which 
might be transl t�d as l"C'�roring bal.·mcc .ind rhcreb)• maimaining 

whanaungatang:i. 
There .ue ,mny p3th,�,l) ;rnd respon�s by ,  hid1. utu ' p111 in10 

practice, Many of the path \V/J}'S m: culNrnlJy validated and arc: n:gartfa:d 
as appropriate ro the cwm tlm crigg"CTed a mpomc, Choosi11 tht' 
wrong par!hway could be fomid to be inap?ropri�ce-. 

o;a endJ ea 

The nm:ion of ea to ind ic:ate the su cessful dosing of a. sequence and 
the =ror:irio.rt of rebrionships or die securiJ:1 of peaceful 1nterrel3t1011.­
hip5 j5 o valu� tlm und.:r-pl,1s mos1 cik�ng;i. In ,�ar, the 1101ion of ea 

refers specilic,lly 10 either �ch.ieving rt"'t'l1ge. which � a limiml and 
om�-sid�d :rim, or mw:mls securing peace benvecn both pmtics, which 
is ,nore diff1cuk to a.chie-,·e. In the case of,nuru, rebrionships have been 
u�t and a nc•'i' scl of rc-1itionships is v-al:idatcd al gr<.-at ,cost lo O11e party, 
The new -elernent in ·the relatiomhip -emers me group at great ,eiqiense 
to the rereh�ng h�p� and probab1)• needk m fos,er  �od futme relation.­
hips. !n the co,11e:;it ofinfr,ngeme,m upQn cpu, the respome ele.::mJ 

red�ceuhe level f r  pu 10 a tJ1e ofno.1, c�ereb re 101ing ll1e b.1b11 e 
and � ,c�ching 1he dcs�rved 5l�t(; of e�. 

oa is often pain.-d 1\·ith iapu indicating that of1en 110 refo;D to 
resioring a bafancc. A high level of tapu i regarded :IS dangerous. Here 
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the role of nbng:i �nd of 1ohung-� i to rcdl•CC the l ·vel of dang rous 
apu until it is no� m safr. !1 is not u.sefol m dunk of noa m; being eh<" 
oppO!>ite of rapu or the absence of tapu. This i� pbinly not the c1se. 
For example a person can be vi-ry tapu if O!le 11 very iU or th.-re i� 
bl�ding � sheddi11g f blood. 11 e di� t.,pu-incn:�in.g s nproms 
l\ave p.t!o!-ed th� pe,,011 remrn ro 3 s:;fe 5c,,1rc, but :s.ti.1 1  !!as perron�l tapu. 
The st.,tc or noa indic.1t� th.11 a btlmcc has bern rcachod, a crisis is 
over, health is m�ored and life is norcrn1I again. This means reJa1iol1Ships 
arc resrnred. 111i� ;rare c0i11dde:1 \Vim a su,c or ea and noa. Tl!:i.s suce 
migllt b t or se,reral wee· 1111til 11pset by me une :pc ted ,e.,em. 

The c,•dc bcgins;igain from ll cause, 't�kc •. to response. 'um' ancl 
finally reaching a stlte crf blfance again, •,""1' and 'noa'. 

Underl , ing principles and value<; ue per•ra�h,e in any smdy of 
tik1J1ga M.:iori. I; follow 1herdoc,., that d1,;:5e pri1Kiples and ,'lllu will. 
,r · t cimo:- ond Jgli n in the descriptionI of dt� rnn,ge of tibnbr,i M�ori 
covered in thi5 book. 

Perspectives � 

To look on 111prt only .a 'behlj;; 1 idi J>Olertbality for ptw<.·1, i� to 
lea�'e out 1he mos1 imp,mam element of r,rpu, the fai1h deinrrn, rl:ir 
link with the tpir11u�I pmwrs, bi die und<'tsr:lnJmg of lap11 pre­
senwd he-re, eYerr pm of creati n h its ,�prr, because e-.ery pan of 
c:rc.cion h� i� link wi h or;ic or other; o ,he 5pirinul l)()'VCn. an<I 
1h.-rnuely \ irh fo, T,, J.•fo1,1o1 K�n', ' th� pl.entl� one', lo 1ithM!t�, 
'the 'IOtl!C\l of all', 

ll is imponam to noic chat diis is one \ii.e111 of c�p,1 . a l'iew b11Sed 
on l-Omc of the Maori writi.11gs of !he I 40"s and l 50·�. Each tribe 
hl!S illi °'"" u ndefs�rnlin,gi; of l�prr M is cvidc1mxl i t1 tl1c Maori 
m�llU3cript5, what one Mami ...,,iwr l"l!fomm to :is f<1pu, another 
referred 10 .t m�n�. Tomy 100, wh~re 1-0me nib sp of wp,,, 
other,; speak of P11a11a_ Dilferent wnrcls •re med fur ihe Yrne, rt">liry 
111d the me of dk difi"ere[lt wuni, iL,.,Jf giw,; l.15 a. b<Ctter m11:l e r ­
Sl3Ilding or  thal re.:ticy. 

~ Shirrr, 1997'3� 

f>i,i:I l'iluiu, o .. Tlk.ln1• 

Again a 111ajDr factor in hiving ,,i,ma as a prnpk is the ability to 
express ,mma through the, cxi:Ki5c of hospitality. 

So, in the I 50's whc1i n,mha"a Te Wah1roa pµroa .hed dlif­
fere111 hie nmmd tl1e coun1ry asl:ing chem tO m:ep1 the 1i1le o 
Kfag of Amcaroa, tlt�y refused, oac alter the other. In 11:fusing thc:y 
relimed m the bnd owr w!1 ich they h:id no conrrtil. Jnd to iu fOQd 
resources. The mison th9• g;ive for refusing 1bc title was !Im they 
did not ha•"e tf1 rerollrces to 111.rmmm·. io loo]{ ;;frer 1he people in 3 
"':,_'! firring for 3 King. TI1�)' 6-k thlr rneir [rib:tl r,,,sources l\imld not 
be equil to die s.min of keeping up tl\e posilion f Kit 

-Shines 1997: 55 

I therefore 111ake a. disrit1clio1:1 l,ier,,\�n ituriniic r,rPJi 3nd �xtefl!.lot-is of 
r�JM'· The imrin:;ic f<llijj are th05c chings which �. rap,i in mclTl.14:l=. 
J1,= .m: the pri:m:1r1• lap,,. 11ie cxk.ru.ions of rapr, an: the 1e1trkd01-.s. 
These ne referred. ro � IIIjlll not becime of their 0\ ·11. incrinsic r.ip11 
but beca!J5e o their refacion6'iip IO some primar,• llfJ)ll � a re&triction 
imposed to protect it in some w.iy. They an: tlni;,; an c..'"xilcrmon of the 
primary 1ap11. 

- ,rirri,, 1997:-34 

Ruka s.1)'5 pmly me programming of the missim�oo ;md p;irdy 
o misundcr:m1ndmg l\."9.Jltcd in M�r,ri faith-hemrs ,1nd proph� 

lx,i,tg too re-ad)' to brand son\<' tibng, Maaii ai l:f:liua or evil �ri�. 
'Our people b«,:1/lue- iriglrrene-d of ihernsel 1•es. frightened. or their 

mlnire, fi-iglncncd their ti.kang;i , li-ighrencd of dicir �irituali.ty 
�nd they prnhfd rhtm :i.1id.,, even rh cir reo. 

'I tlli.nk an el!:lmple LS my kids 1:i.lkh1£ to their gpndmothcr. My 
belief is ro talk Maori 10 my l:ids . .  Bue !heir kuia lalks Pak.cm. to tlmn. 
and ;ells them to foiget their p�. 'your futun: i., :in the P ·eha world', 
and that sad, that ,-ns die thinking th.it pemmted tlw genmtion: 

Ruh belieVl".I dii1 tbinkir1g ,mm be umfone, not widi the older 
gen<lration but with tl10 coming gen�nlion, to win oock somctl\ing. 

J-k i::1yi thil .� wlm a 101 of Maori propk arc doin� by thcir 
se:uch dirougli ocher religions lo:r d1eir t:1h1 Maori . He sa� Oh1l:une 
is a good eimnple, where there is a ,1uong nucleus of Mami young 
pcopk t.1und1 in !heir Katorih rootli and their t.1ha aori. 

- Broughton 'I '1!15;7 
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Te Tapu o te Taingata 
The Tapu of the Person 

In the world of itoday i1 has become imporram to knm ,•ho we ar,-. 
where we come 'front l!ld ,v im ,1.-e are b,;,rn with. There i� J felt neeJ to 
kno,.,• ou roar< ond tQ belong to some pbce th.!t ,.-e call home. Bur as 
well ;is bting 0011cerned �bout idcmtity and our plioct: in socii:ty there is 
also the question of bil:rhriglu. Do we ha�-.? a binhrighr or has ii been 
de11 ied, ,u.spencled, remo,.•ed, or is it in dol1bt dllil.r ve e,.,�r had u h � 
tlililg? The title of this d:mpier indicate ,"I: �re a1smmng thiit a pcnon is 
far more thl11 a mere biological self. There are other a.1p<?-cts of eh� self 
and 011e of d1ese h:t1 ro do "'�'th the >!)lrinul self, rhe c.ipu of rhe person, 
the �an.:ciry; rhe �pe.:bl urribme� rhar we ;1tt born with 3nd th.,,r con­
tribute ro defmi.111, 011• place i11, time. lo� lky �nJ ilOde� Tlie di w • on 
i� li,nired ii, �n� to lnol:ing 11 the notion orb1rrhrighc, n3med here as 
kllih;m-,�.:iu. dm i5. the �trribut('s gained through the modm's milk. k is 
a working assumption here trnr a pt>rson is bom into die world wim a 
birihrigh t that mjgh! be \'er}' limi1eJ or q\lite ,e ten i,re, hi ehe Muiri 
case the birthright includes a spiritual aspect arid diis wiD b,, described as 
we explore the wrlom dirnemiom ofbeing a M:iori person. Orhen may 
ha\',;: iim1l;rr .i,;i,� �,1(1 gi"e thcn1 iMl',;,rcm n�•II • 

In exploring du: concept of birthright a number of i ntereYing 
qu tiom c�n be �d,ed. The following �re clGlmpl 

1. Wlm is the binhriglu or a M:iori c hild? 
2. Arc therc b ncfi� to be1rig Miic»ir 
J. Whal is the heritage of a 1\'laori child? 
4. What are the obligari m of the paretm' 
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5, Does tapu apply to both men a11d \votnen' 
(>. 1� 11 pos.s,ble 10 impm1-e one's $0d�I positi n or is 11 individ�;tl 

forever locked iruo a position defin cd by one's whabpafa? 
7. I& m,rna concerned with being nca!ivc, and imagina1iw? 

These are imeresting queMion:s that h.'l\'e be.::ome lmpcrrnm roday 
because of dlie obvious beuefos of belonging 10 an iwi which h.isjus1 
n:cc:i.red some cornp tl tio,1 mo11cy from tlt • 1mion. or h:is high hope:. 
for the fmurc. Pan: of the srn1cmcnr proc� inrolves Ldcmrifyi:ng and 
regis�ering rnemb.-rs on napii lisc�- - Thu� i�vi �re 011cerned about the 
rul� of eligibiliry and , .re s.ening in pltce crirerb fo r de1ern1il1i11g mem­
benhip. uch wh�k.ipap,, Iii . illleR:St:s. in l.ind blod, and ill oci�tion 
with nmrae. On rh.e other haml there uc indi,�dual wht> ue dusting 
their whabpaJJII books and :1Carrhiag for w,1ys of linking in to tribal 
reso1rn::e,S. There aw mh�rs who ,., l oki�g for evidl'nce o some 
MJiori blood in their desceru lines. A link 10 3 Ma.-.ri prinr;es� (lr t.o ,t 
chi,;f i� a d1,;riihed dt5m:. 

Tile abuse of the sanctity of a person 

These que$tions = also very impornmt from a1J emirely differen1 poim 
of view. f ,, the 19 fk lnd I 990� ,t dis11.1r\,ing ,m urn! rif evidence "-· 
brought 10 light concerned wi1il the ;ibruc or the :;aJictil)• of the: 
individual: □t-glcct of diilctiren, family viol.:ncc. Sc • ual 31:iusc: of l\ildren, 
=uh of womrn, and mmdcr of wom�n. Thett were appalling. cases 
of violence tmwrd, cb ildren by adults who exhibited no awuen� or 
3clrnowl�dgmem o or respect for the individu�l a11d cheir place in 
Mli.ori socic-cy. Nor is rt an)' better in the tre3tmc-nt of \�omen. \Vas .i1 
ail;vay� like 1his' Or has there been further <'l'CKion of Maori valu 11d 
cultural norms' Or are tbere other =m? How does concern for the 
wdl-btcin , or thi, ir1dis•idu•I llltcrl'l!ler of rhe hap� co111p.are with the 
warlike rmure of odety I large? WMle lmowledglng the cermo11S 
n,ture •of lifo in n-;diiio,ul ·-ociety it i quite pL1in t1i�t witll in the: h�pu 
11d rhe whiillau chen: we� rnles of behaviom to adhere 10. and if 1hese 

rule,.; were 1nmpled upon there were di·re con�quences. However, acts 
of"3d beha,( iour 1rc mday HQ lorii;er c:ontrolled by tlbng;a M:iori. alot1e. 
Th.-se are now almmr mmlly mauer for the law of 1hl' land. 

Can one be an ,indiv idua'I in Maori soci,ety/ 
Another quescion is whedier it is possible �o be an individual in a whanau 
or hapu whe� c:he in1 rs of che group are seen ,cc be 11preme. Tilis 
questirn1 can be :isked i11 a dilrettm way; if you rejoin yom hapii do you 
lore smne or all of your indi�idualiry? Firth ( 1959:13" I) �ddm-�ed 
thls issue in 1 927 ,vhen he wrote &m,m11i.l ef 1/1� Nei11 Zealaml ,Wami 
(fmt pubmht'd in 1929). Ht' :irgued that 1liou

0

wi the individual pmon 
appeared co exist only as a part of a group. rhe fa.;� did not Sllpport this 
posirion. He cited writers 11ch as Wilson, Best, and ow:in (Finh 
1959: 138 . .1111d many od1en ove r -cmph� • ·ng the inll.uc:�ce of M�ori 
coamiunmn. Firth (1959: 135) challenges state:menis such as thl' following 
&o111 Brst: 'In Mami society the indi�'idual could 1,Ca;r,::ely be 1ermed ,1 
socru 1mit, he U"1S lost in die ,u.fo,,11m or famil)• group,' In fua.. thm: » 
overwhelmiillg evidence m 1he contrnl")\ for e,.."'IJJl1pl� in 'rivalry berween 
pel"ioru in wmk, the insistence on ut11. or 111 equinl�nce fQr gins �nd 
�rvirns, quarrels over larul and properry righ� of a persorui:l kind, theft 
of ,,;ih.1;1bks, glumm c:o umption offood!, idki:iCM and the ih in.di­
rnlc ddinim sphere of action determined primarily by indi,,idual 
interes�• (Firth 1 959:13 ). TI1ere � 110 need m push die poim 3ny 
limh.i':r. It \v.as pos ible in 1927 ro be 3 Mao:,,, i11dividu;tl. li ;ii_1ytliins, 
Maori have been incre:isingly affected by the western ethic of the 
individual so tl:la1 we arc po�ibly mort: im:liridnafutic now d:iari in 1927. 

RaJngatiratanga 
The concept f • 11g;i1ir;1u1,!,i} h.as be�n discussed •e:ctcmi.vdy u.1 rdation 
co th n;;ity of \Vait.mgi. ,,c for example comrib1,niom by Orange 
1 987, Wall:er 19'6 3Dd Mead 1997. The word appe= in ;rrride 2 of 
the Mfori t<:xt. In 1hex diKa5&iaru rangaitiratang;i .is moc:iated \ ith 
poliii,:al i.lsueS SLII.Ch "5 sov�n:i1,¥1ty, i;hicft.,iraitip, lc:mknhip, M:if-dctcr­
tninarion, sclf-iuamgement �d 1he like. Whexi. the term was ;ipplied to 
Jn individu�l,. ;15 in the writings of Tc Il..angikah.-:kc (Grow 191'15:.1 1-12), 
rhe i.i..sue is :ibout gualitie • of leadership aml chicfiain,hip over a social 
group. � hapu o.r iwi. Accoirding co Te Rangibhel:e the leg;i,:y left 10 a 
child born of 1e moenga r:111ga1ira (the chiefly marriage bed) would 
include the menti:,I �bilities ro le�d and conduct mcotin19. of the tribe. 
know ,ll ,bour •gri,,ulmrc:, Ix: brave in bmle, be very familiar with 
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milicary stmcgtes, know the nn, build up the Jesource� of the tribe a!ld 
be ho p1cable I v isito11. 

Te moenga rangatira: the chiefly marriage be<l 
'This is not a disrnmon about indi�·idu�ls in gcncr.i.1 or about wlm 3ny 
individ,1:al M5ori might be born with. T.- Rangikahcke (Grol"C: 1985: 
1 1-1 2) ,. howe\•er, did W$CUSS a fund.1Jmemal concept that underpins 
ccmiii belie ;,.bout the n:.ture of individLLil talen8 and ch.aracrerisries. 
He w;u very clear that t.ll.: sour ·,: or these eh. r-Jct.er' rics w:is ie moenga 
rangatira, the chic:-ll)' man:iagc bed. He quot:1:d the following J>ro"erb 
10 -en111�e uu• poi1n: 'E kore e he�chekc, be ldbno r:111ga1ici' (lr 
will never be lost, the seed o( chielly persons) (Grow 19 5:12) .  

Te Rangikaheke me�n, triat � person derLved :i.11 of their persoml 
char.acterBtics, or pti.11noowa as he called. theffl, from the womb -of  the 
mother. He c-:tlled it il:ie bdlr From this statement one ,an postulate 
1h.a1 he s�w ,he kaka110 ($eed) .is <:oming from born parenrs. While- the 
,hief migh[ comribme his genes, it was the rnoth!!r who nurtured the 
,cd ,,nd "'"ntual!ly g3ve birth ro � Jilew Hfo 1ha1 Te Rangf • lwke .;Ndii!'J 
m tc mocug:i rangatira. A d1ild born of nobtc pm:ntigc "·ould be re­
ferred m a. a des.::end.ant of a well-known anc tor nd �s tlu: cluld of 
parem� of some Sllcial standing in the tribal group. Skich a child would 
receive ;,. gen,erous entitlement of asselli s.uch as garments aud 
omarneneo:. and l�1et, in rere,.c,: in bnd; wou ld be well brmi.ght up and 
well cduc::m::d, �nd wou ld by rigbt of bi11I, recei,·e a richer portion of 
att�ibutes than other children, 

Th(l p inciplc of 1;: mocng;i r:ing;,tira i5 c.uy 1n undc:nmnd. C!,i ldren 
bom of te moeriga. ran tira or tc tak.1pau wbu�nui (the gTI:llt ,l,:ep­
i:ng nm} receive more of es.·�rything according to ,hetr positiom1 ofbirch 
in the chicfi)' l inc-.igcs. Th09.: 11nfum1!l�tc en ugh ,o be far removed 
from ,che ma.in chidiy whakapapa lints r«ci•� k,�. Whil, every M�o.i 
per.on is born ,vith a wlubp3p�. which is p:irt or th<> birthright, there 
i� no ommon brri,1g point 3.tld no level pla ing field. Every pe-rson 
is d.iif.::mlt 3od ever)' one h a uniqu.: posi11on in the social �ysrem. T.­
mocnga ciuga1irll is an irnpom.nt ranking device whic:h srill Im rel�­
\'llnce :md validity in today"s w,it·I)•. 

Te tapu o te tangata: the sanctity ,of the peFson 
Once: �ttes of chieftairuhip and leadership �cc stt aside it is not really 
lppropriw• to speak o the ra11ga.tir.11:ar1ga of the individuJI eKc�pt in 3 

met.,phoric,! s,em1c,. R.:spec-r for the i�dividua l i be·tter :ttated a; te upu 
o te t111gat1, tbt' sanctity of the person. The reasom for emphasising 
the 1apu aspecr of rhe pi'rson \\�II hecome clear when, vario� anribmes 
are descr,bed 111d discussed . Tapu ' a powerful co11cep1 whe.t1 applied 
10 1he individ1�1I person. 

It neem to be said dll!t Te Ll.imgi.kahcke did not beb= that pihTlllllll"'ll 
could be passed OD to �ple oflmv dass, such as rutii5 (slaves). In Im time 
tiiru:i did not qualify to be tre:ncd as lnunan beings. By becoming sln"C"S 
th.-se pe,::,pl;- !0st their birdtright anrl du.I!. chelr riilbt rn lie ti-e;rted tlle same 
:is oth :r members of the h�pu. Bm: 1ric d:l:Sli divi,iom of mdirional rimes, 
1111mcl)' !he eh.id!)• cl� and the ,0111JTioru:rs, the warr (low born) or tiiti:1ii 
(Iluck 1987337), no longer elri,t a11d . re n 1 1ecogn.i.-:t'd. No Miiori mday 
w:il! �dmit ro be,ng � commoner or tiiru:i. TIie soci3l divi�io, or rhe p:1$t 
baVl'.' flaru:noo out fil!d thcrt: • • one da ·, c.alld M�ori. Thus Tc Rlutt,<i­
kahel.cs notion of 1e momga rangatira appli!.l'l ro rn;ryonc rcg;ml!Clli of 
!lOcial pmition. However; [hi' d.iffl'l'el1ce!. are acro1nmodated hy \':lrying the 
le eels of t1pu and mana 1hat indi'iridub. recei\'e. This me.11 • dm fille 
distinctions ;ue now 1n..'1Je within ,he .;011t:e -1 of the single d.t . In odier 
wordsjudgments :ire till mad<' about rangatira srarus and proximit}' to the 
chiefly line. Also tlm:e 3l:e dwiminating furtors, mch as order { birth, 
which SeJXlfal<:: indi\ 'dLlilk 

What I 5-h�ll attempt to do is ro present J. coh�"liCm model or d1c 
attributes a11d characteristics of an individual born of M.iori pncnts. or 
ha,�ng one Maori parem. Th i11divid�al is. subject to ,,aJi us �cial 
factors, among which ii, the iss11c of cnculrnration :so ihc childn:n know 
who they �re, u11dersu11d roe culture they re bom imo and knO\ how 
tG behaw as adults. Th� nurturing and �1td1eri.ng Rlle of L he. p,trents i 
cmdal in 1his procc so rlm the children grow imo ihcir rnlmrc rnthcr 
dialfl bee me aliem1ed from it lupper1. today in far coo m:iny ,cas�s. 

The concept of kaihau-waiii : birtihright 
Ac 1Jtis pomc ic is use.fo l m iii ink in 1erms of J. birthrigh t which i11cludes 
everything th<1t a child .;an e�pec. by being born a Maori. Comp,,:mems 
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of 1he birrhrigh1 can be described as artribmes ihm refer m ·311¥ property, 
,qu.tl.ir,· Qr char3Ct�i tic tb ! can lJ.- .1$Cnbctl to a pc:rson' ( 17tr Li vi11g 
l#bMcr 1913:65). The rnmpmmu idenrif1ed as. an a1rribme will be p=d 
ou to the indi idual 3S part of the birtl1righ1. There a no , ord in 
Will" tt ' Diald,"'Y)' for bi·rchrighr �nd so I have ooined die word kaili�u-
1,"liii, me3111ng propcny or anribme g;iined chroui;,11 the moiher' milk, 
dm is, tltr0u�1 birtll. 

T,· Ran,gikahl:ke appli ·d the tcrrn purnanawa in ,he srnsc of namral 
talcnlli ro some of the attributes of a person. A more inclu'iivc term for 
. amibu!es, clnranerisrics at,d talents is tile ward lihua .. so one can talk 
1bout r :e ahul o re unglt.1. - hul refers 10 forin. chu;ic1er �nd m�ke­
up. Tht !e ahua o t.e rangata .i.dd=cs the notio.ll of the orm, ch:ir.!ctcr 
and r:mke-up of the person. 

The dynamic aspecu o( ,ht kail\au-wQ,u 
One's birthrighi is atTe-cted in a number of ways and 111ay be hn'li[ed or 
i11cli'a� ac ording ro certain ptimiple. and 11atfabl,;;_ Ona luvi1,g 
11,, eived the kaih:iu-wJi\i diere i-e respomibili1i upon 1he p,mus, Ille 
dose n:bti> and 1he individu.al person 10 nuinr.iin ii md cheri h i1. 
Much of the birthright can be lost, or dimi l'lished, or darnaged by mhcrs. 
Al the 111omcnt o bi111h, hm11evt>r. there are discrirni:tming principles 
which alter th.- ,rarting point of people. These all" listed bi1low: 

I . Tlie prineiple of re mceng:i �ug.adra mean· 1har those born from 
a chi.dly liL1<" inherit more thaL1 othc.-s. 

2 .. The mlitimu (fmt l:,orn principle, or the prin 1ple of ptimo­
geni11.1re, tlm is of 1he priority gi�en ro b�ing born firi:i" Order ,of 
binh i import3.Tll in terms of 1he \. li.tbp:tp3 line lnd privileges 
which an, , ci�1<:d wid1 dus pr inc:iple. 

3. Tlie Lu3k.1ua/t.iua1 principle whkh grams more t:Jtu 10 1hic elder 
'�ibling (niakana) dun 10 die younger (tain ) . There are ex1e11siom 
of the ruakana pri nciple to other relationships. 

4. Tlic: principle of vm-c� (cornpens.1ticni tlltc of b�fallc�), which 
detcmiine� whether 1bc birthright rcm,1.iru; i11 a steady srntc, is 
incR.-ased or umrnmially reduced. 

S. The principle of toa, 01 personal a.chie\'eme.nt and scn•ioe, \ hich 
erui.bb an indi,,idual to, make up for lost ground or i:11cre-ax the 
binhriglu. 

6" The wllal::adka pdnd:ple, l!;\hich e11ables one 10 appeal co the 
Gnds thro1Jl/)l br,1ki� m correct • ,,.,ro,1g, Th,s rn:iy be dfec1ed 
through a toh1.111ga or ll'linil-tcr of ;i dm1d1 who will take tcp� to 
correc1 a ritual. er:ror. The whakacika principle acknowle.:lges dm 
�n indi\'idual �n 11d:e at1 um\rise de ' ion or otherwise do sooni'--
1b:iing thn damair one's penm1al m:ma . 

7, Tlie principle of ahi-k.'i (burning lire) , of keeping one's claims wann 
by bei,1g seen (the pn,iciple of bnolli bt:ea. 3 f:m: seen) lnd by 
n13int1i11ir1� conta t "�th tihi: c tended F.imily �nd the lupii" 

8. The princip.lc of spiritual numrring. which comes 6um observ.mce 
of proper ceremou.ies use ofbr:ikia .11id appeals for divine support. 

In addi.tion lo maint.1i11i11g a bafonce of all these factoD there is the 
added dang�r of a nanakfa, :m untrum:vonh)\ luil-fellow-well-nie1 
wheeler-dealer . in 1he farnily who 1hmugh v.irious ,ne:ins will 31cempl 
oo d!isinhetil their rel.it:i; • or harm them. Thu5 the birthright nc.-ds to 
be pmtocrro, discrns.cd, monimrcd, and mainrain�d in balan.c;, so 1ha1 
once the child becomes ldul1 [here is so111�thin , oif value m hand over. 
More importantly ths: individu.d rs pn:p;rn:d, willi11g and able to .11m 
decaions for one self because rhe birrhriglu is a share in 1�e heritage 
of the Miiori nation. When this mom<'m arrl\les the 111dividu.1l should 
be keeu 10 receill'e their lure in the ittheri�nc� ,md not rcjece i1, 
ofcen luppet1ed in me p;tS!. 

The attributes 

Attributes may be grouped into rwo cJt�gories" Fim i� a c1 of amiburcs 
which idelltify ihe peD011 �nd �nchor the inruvidu:il within � social ml.it 
tlm is identified with a known I calicy. The second group includes 
attribut that art' fundamenta l to the very 11atute of human life and .are 
linked co bdioo. abour che cosmos and die pbce of human beingi within 
the belief system. 
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Attributes of identity 
lrci tarigata , iro (ll�CJ' 
lr� u,,gat.: refers in g;ener.il co what results from the rnoeng;i tangaca, 
the 1n.1ni.1ge bed or hurnlns . . A llcw life ii. cr�2ted J1td 1he new life ii. 
hu111a,1. he: 1vord irn me� ,u 'life pri,icipt�• ot more spe 1ftC1 l ly 'gelle' 
(Hurn Wrnri i tc Rc:o M�ori 19'X>: l64j , wai lc  t:mg.,t:;i mc�m hurn.rn. 
kl tmg;ita thus refers specifically to 3 hunun life that has inherited :i 
collecrio,i of g<'nes from (he pal'!'nrs. The �ne� are more than biological 
dc,nrnts. how�:·,·e1:. T.h<:ri:: is � b,,::,dlil;:e �,1J piri111al u�liiy 10 all of d1eni 
because as human bcin,gs, im tangara dc..�cnd from ira A.tua, the Go&. 
The :fim wom3n w:is creued by the Gods and me seed of hlllnian life.­
was plamed by ane, S-Oil of Rlngi lnd P1p3. i:111; prirni;va! parems of 
,he M:i,;,ri cosn,oo. 

Mm:h of a pen;on' pro,p«� iii life tp('nd �pon the p.10,:11�� ind th� 
legacy 1bey p3ss on: gent-s, social sranding. economic posirion, edurntion 
llld the like. When adulchood arrives indi\cidl1als play an importam role 
in shaping d1eir lives ai1d their furme. he individual ha to ace in a 
soci.1.I , po!ili .il , econo,,1ic 3nd �iricm! envi.omnem. Educalion 3nd 
tra.i11i: 11g prepare the individu3l fur !iii: in thi, omplcx cultl•r.tl cnv�mn­
mcnt. But the individual is also .i p.:rson with a pcn-01:w.lity known lo 
odier per.;olls. 

Wb,:tkapapa 
Whabpapa i5 � fundam ·ntal attributl" and gift f birth. [ t  is the odal 
rntnpont>nt f the ira, the genes. A child is born into a kinship system 
which i, .ilready in pbce and h:i'i been for many generations. fa<el')' 
indi,..;dual i :c belllefidal)• of 1wo \ habpapa Jines, c:he mamer's md 1he 
futhcr's. S<lrnetlmes a eh lld can claim I.he \v lubpapa ,,f only one parent. 
This single wh,1kapapa liar: is �ufficicnt to dcfol<: , ;i pl:tce witl1Jn cl'le hlpii 
of that mu: p;ircnt. Wh.akap-.p,i pmvid• • our identity \vithin a 1ribal 
structure a1Jd l,tr:r i n  life gives �n i ndi,<idual t!a,:, right to "Y, ' I 3.lfl M:iori . .' 

One· w'habp..1pa � afft::Ctcd b a nurn • er of the principl� outlined 
=licr. The onkr of birth � iinport:mt; the rniitiilll.\�1 is accorded more 
m:ma than oth�rs. It is aho alfect�d by the tuakana/taicia principle whii::h 
is also thl' order of birth. The older sibling has priorit:)' Ovt."1" the younger 
Jn.d 'this principle wor<h its way down to th<'. bst bom, known as the 
pociki. This per-son is oflell 1re,ucd me same as a m:i.tlrmia.. Whabp3p;i. is 

:ilso alfecited by the ahi-1::i principle: one h .s ro b,e located in the right 
plm: and be Sl'\,n oftcn in ordc:r to enjoy the fuU bcm:-fi� of whabpapa. 

orrect wl�p�pa • ,he key to eligibili.y 10 illieres� i11 l!"lb.!l 
lmdl, to educmtion �nti, ro �tte d cert.�i,1 o-ibal ceremonies., and 10 b 
accc:ptcd as 'tang.,t;i whenua .i, the Joe.ii. marac:. With .it come some 
responsibilities m play a pan in rhe life of the hap(i and iwi. Whabpapa � 
:ilso the key ro membership Ill the hapu of che pare1n.s, ·co one bapli. or to 
se\ttr.1.1. Wllabpapa legiritni�cs participation in hapii alfa.in; and opr11& 
doon to the ;issets of the i\.,;. It provides a right to be buried in the loG!l 
urup,.'i cemttery) , a right 10 sue eed 10 land imeri:s1S of the p;i,rents ;rnd a 
right to claim mcmbcr:ifop in the hapu. One can say with ccrl'lioty 'I am 

gati Awa' or 'I am Te TI.wera' m· 'I 'Ill Tulme. Te \l;l'hinau-a-Ap,mui, 
Whih1ohe�. P:.niheuheu, gat:i M�1m,r.i or giii Te Rangi.' In 11\orc, 
wlukapap� is belonging. Without it ao individu.tl. i!; oumck looking in. 

Tilrai,gawaewae 

Wh3kap.tp3 is 3!,;o t!h key to 1hc Ii ext componcnc of one "s birthright: 
the right to be assornted with a localiry. A bundle of 3ttribute!. come 
with die fact of being bom f M-.orl paren1S r even f one- Miori 
partm. One of these �ttri.bu10 is thr right to a p1mc !or the ii::et to 
stand, that is, tii:rnnga.v,,aewae. It is a place where one belong; by right of 
birth. Tur:mgaw-.iewa.e repn5en'rs one SJlm, m,.e localiti,, on pl:me1 e:ml! 
whm an indhridual an y; 'I belong bere. I I stand hm withour 
challenge. My anccsiors srood here before me. y diildren will s�nd tall 
here.' The pla�e include:. imeres1:s in the land, with die 1erriro.ry of �he 
hapu. and of die h\i. I t  is a pr ce :issoeiated I ith the an = a11d i full 
of history 

The 1ur.mga is the prfomy localir,, 1l1e place ititlm.iccly 3ssocfated 
v.➔ th the Meritity of 1he llapu and therefore with t!u: idcmitr of the: 
p�ll!Oll, Tod�y di..: marae .i tb.i C\lntr• o id11,u.ity. N.,1<! 10 it i, tht> 
cemetery and. the wiihi upu (sacred sp 6) of ihe h.ipfl. The place then 
extends oimva:tds 10 include the terrirory of th iwi - ,he rive�. lakes, 
rnmm1:1ins, isllnds, co:111di11�. toresi:s, S\l,!;llllps, lwbou • and spc: ific 
llnd block.!.. 

Tl:tcsi:: significant places uc rc:mcmbc-rcd in prov�rbs such as 'l•Go, 
Putau�k.i 1, rnaunga, ko Rangit5iki te wa, ko R,angirukehu ce tangac;i' 
(Piltmaki is the mountain, Rangi.raiki i� d1e riwr and T.- Rangitukehu 
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is tho: chie0. Another is: 'Ko Tau?O re moana, ko Te Heuhcn te 1tmg;ita, 
ko iiwharctu.a te iwi ' (T:iupu is tile bk�. Te Heulieu is the chlef 3nd 
Til.1 1meto3 is the H"ille). 

Pumonvw,a 
Tc Rangik.lh.ekc refers 10 inborn ulelltl th;it ;m: p�ssed on cl,mugh the 
gene'.\ and come from thoi M:ed of rlng.1 tim person , WiHLalliS ( 1957:309) 
define piinL1tl3Wa a 'natural talents, im11itive, cln-crness'. Taknt1 come 
with the whakap;ip� auJ it is :I! umetl that p=rm p:is.� 011 rme,m m dileir 
children through ce mol"11ga rangati.ra. A talc-nt or .. rt, fur =mp'lc, 111' y 
manifo1 1t<,df in s.:veral gener:ido1 of a descent line. An example. 
rccmdt·d by cich ( l 'ln�1m-1 JO) '!is a s11cces�ion of gifted g;lti 
Tar:iwh�i wood carvers. 

A bundile of plimanaw:i and characteristics LI brought togerner in the 
gene� tint coinpri� the l:�bno ra11gatir11 111endoncd c:iTlier by Tc 
Rangik hckt. ii prop.:mit)· fur b�d temper and violence 6 believed 10 
c haractNilt: a partiru 1�.r family line. A ralent for mu ic, or n abil lcy to 
reci1r from memory htmdrcd.s of name, in a whabpapa iablc, or � talent 
for ,w.�ving, or.rtory. 5ingi1,g wai .. tll, or art. pJsm from on, �ner.imm 
to 1he next. This is wh)' orators sometimes rcfor to �he .living ,d�ccn­
dan� of ,111 i\ i as die h,1.t1dl!. and fe�t of previous gelllera[LO'm. omctinic:s 
they deiecc ,mmnei- •. ms or voice q\l;Jlities ch,u wer,e die , me 3� tlrnie 
of their rcl.itives wh.o h,ivi: p;r ed Orl , 

The m�raplmr o the: flax bush (tc p:i harakeke) may be invoked to 
represem the ongoing passage of attribut�s. In a flax vm� m:w life 
conies our from in�icie the heart. The 'lh('hcring .leaves in tirn.c full and 
di� awJ leaving pa ·e fur 1he m,w leaves. Bui ic • du, san1e fbx bush 
and aU lcaH·s maint.1i11 mon.' or Je55 the eh r.1c1e, • ties of the whole p� 
I rakekf'. So it is wid1 piimanawa: the ne,v forms maimain somt> of 1he 
s.1m ch.1ra teri1tit'S tbJ, were een before in tl1eir �11ce.t:11rs. 

Spiritual attributes 
The nexr group of utribmc:s a.re thooe in whi'"h rhc spiritual de111cnt 
is dom.i11ant. fa-er,· Miiori is born with. the, c spiritual attributes. but not 
e\rery M:iori is a.Wlre cf thern . 

As 111e11tioneJ earlier, - e R..u1gikahel:e detiied the:$<! mribuces co 

persons not born of d,i.-Ay stock. In  mdeu to b<:11,efi t  from 'the- inter­
vention of the Gods an imlividua] needed to oome fi-om tc n10eng:i 
rang,mr.a. Hawe�-er, 1he , •hole 11amre of M-ori soc1e1y hl! dunged anti 
the: social di inctiom of rhe pm 11 longer cirat. An impomnt 
comeqnc:11cc i� th�t �u Mfori now belong to the rang;itir.1 cla.55. All a.n: 
related 10 the cllie and lm<e nobility of birth. Thus i1 follows dim e,eer;• 
child receives a fuU ooskec of anribmes: although, as s�ted earlier, 1he 
fruit in th� bJ:ik.c:1 will not b.: of th.: SJlllt: qu�lltity. h aho fo�ows that 
every Miiori child is born \\�rh spirirual atttibmes and e\wy child has 
p�rsor13J t.1p11. 

Tapu 

The moq important spiritual mriburc i s  one's p(•11,onal r.ipl1. •his 
�tlributc is inherited from the M.'iori parent (or parcn�) and comes witfl 
rhe ge11e .. Te Rang:ihheke's no'rion of re moeriga. r.:rngali,J prm�de-s :m 
idf':!ll model of .1 pe�on born of ihe appropriJte whabpap.1, brought 
up in ideJI condition.,, upponeJ [h, ugh lift: b1• paf'<:11� who tll,:111-
5 ·Ives p-o5s ;i high level of tap11 �nd wh began life with a 1n;rxim1m1 
incremem of personal itapti. 

All going well chese L11divid11,1ls �hould be ab!e r11 protec1 their 
imcrem a.11.d b11ild th,ir pcrwnal tapu through 1heir ow11 good works 
which are noticed and apprm'lld by the µenple. thm naw a rnore 
difficult U$k of improving d1eir lot, but in today'� society there ari:: ways 
1i r rndivid11.h tu diJ ·o. 

The protection of the :1elfis closely linked to ta1rn �ud the attribute 
ofmana which is allied to rapu. I shall desnLbe mana epamel}t Here 
ho\ ver, it need\ 111 be !i:!id tint as rhe rn�na 11f an i11dividual grows. 
th-.: tapu riiC$ a! tb.e �rn,: time. If the levd of on,; 's 1-i!pu is at a 5tead}· 
state, the individual is well in bo1h a ph)'iLe.tl and psych11!ogical sme. 
WcU-bci11g mean dut tnc sdf � in a st�t"' of bal�nce. Pcnon.1 1 t pu, 
which pervades all of the' otha· auribmes of the sell is saf.,, not under 
th'reat. or likely ID be lnreatened. All hara (tramg�Loris) ha�·e beer1 
neucralhed and ,dealt with and rhere are 11011e imminenr, Per.ons o( iU 
will wlio nu, lurm a,1 individu .1 in ,orne w:1y ue not doing s . In odler 
wordi rhe l!rrib11res cfth �elf �re ,111 in a mo�dy it.11e .1,i(I the fore� of 
good and evil are in babn e. Overall il1e person can :1;1y 'Kei te ora ah.u' 
(! �m well , 
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Tiu, sourt:c of tapu 
The source of mpu is traceable to the primcv.il p,'.m:nts, lu.ngi J.old P.ip.1, 
nd dieir divine children, the departmentd Cock such a.s Tine, 

l:t��ro3, Tii,n,,u�er1�,;1 (God of ,var) .and T:iwhirima.1ea (Goo of rhe 
elements). Descent lim:.s which tr.lCc b�ck to the God. �re belie..>ed to 
have a large increment of tapu. Inevitably that iue;ins that t1pu i g�te:st 
:rn1011g families. dosesr co the mai.11 chil"fly d=<'tlt line. Everyone ehe 
has lo 3 cept � 1.-.m:r dcSC"" of c.i.pu. 

The idea of tipu works be t wht-n 1h' per.;011al attrib-i11: i recog­
nised, known arnl lCCcpted by rhe conuuuniry a.t l:urgc. To b� somrbodr 
is 10 k�m" one· idc-ntity, b� a.mn: ,of <:llle·s personal tJpu and be known 
m nuny others in the comml1nitj•. A person who is well lrnmvn in the 
comrmmiri• i. by and WJrge less likely to be .abmtd, ills treatoo or �ulted. 
lndividtiah posse!l.itig a. low level of persotul tapu tend 10 be vulnerable 
to bcu1g picked on. bull:i.:d. <.>r ;.b • e,;I, aud ofireti do ,1oc e,1joy got. d 
health. Quite often the· bnll)'ing begins at school where tbe chiklren go 
10 learn. 

Tapu is pcn'll i�-c 3nd touch all ther �trribu,e It is li�e a person, 
kl!W field which an he felt 1nd sensed by otber,;_ It is trne mr;,d hie 
for�� whid, upp<o,ts thic nnu,i {sp:i.rk of life), ,nmhc>r very imporwu 
spivirual .urribme of the: penon. It reAecis che s1:1ce of the hole pen.on .. 
1ti fac1 life can bn�c"'-cd as protc • .·ng one's pe,wnal upu Jnd in doing 
so one is looking. alter one's physic:al, wcial, psycholosical �nd ipicitu.J 
well-being. 

Dami!.ge m rnpu 
P'�rn:mal rapu wlls subject to damage arid att:,ck. Dire t ph}'S.k3l ; ,ult 
could d:1.rnage one's personal tapu, i.f tnc assailant was sucu�fi.t I. vcn� 
or 1his on would help build up one's capu if the actac.ker was beam, 
off. Sorecry, g i.p, being publicly hvtnilbred, a,id personal Jbuse of 
any form can all damage one's personal lapu. Poor performance in 
sigt:1ifican! rribal !fairs that brought shame to the iwi could lm<e a 
similar e!Tecr, Lo.ing a legal bartfo on Dehalf of the iwi is rreat<'d chic 
samr as losing a w:ir against anorh�r iwi, One can do hiarm h)' brt'.aking 
·the bw at1d bringing the iwi inm disrepute, by nuking J wrong 
dee· ion, or by bre kmg: a eom,encim1 of M:ior1 prorocol. 

l'\.e1m:di included 3ppc,1ling to divine i1m:·n:.:ntion. 1h �ol\gh, 3 

mlumg:i or a m.ini�ter- of a diurch, who would then peni'o:rm b:rakia 
or re ire va.riou pra� aimed at neuml' ing tlJe damage don�, punirlg 
right any cncrs of a rimal namn:, .1nd gct1cr.ill)' rc5cori.ng as much as is 
poi:sib!e the permn3.l t:lpu 1101 only of the permn seeking help bm llso 
che pcrson:il cap11 of any other who mlgh1 ha,re b,-,;n ;ffcmd, This • 
the spivitu�l part. It will also be nccc:ssary to rc:store balance withi.n 1hr 
hap ii or whinau. 

D�t ( 1941 .  1 �18) IIOtc:d tliii1 the vitalit)• of the me W<l oound \IP 
with th� condit:im1 of tllpu. This condition was snpponed by the power 
of the Gods which g;ive hope 10 the people. Once the instimti n of 
raµu was broken down duo11gh Dhe imernmion of P5bhii governmenu 
.111d mk1io1uri�. rhe people losr rheir sen:lc' of �ec-11dry and of purp,:ise. 
lv\;i.ny eklen mid Best (1941, l :39) 'th:ir 1be viu.li1_ of their race- ilep:i:md 
1vicl1 1he lo·, of tapu, leaving the people in a defer ele s and helpl 
condilion". Thi j5, a powcriul --ncmcnt. 

Observing the ruJes of 1::1pu 
Eiforn to rec..1pmre some of the tr:1clirional v:ilucs and =�ve lrnowledg;-c 
,about tap11 Jre not e3sy. Barlow ( 1991 : 1211-29) observed tlm ' i t  is iliffi­
•C\lh fo.r mo:st people- of this genemion to be,;ome upu'. It migli! ;ilio 
DI' difficult forsome to praccis� 1he cuscoms of pcrwml t:1p11. Hows._.",., 
there are people \1/'ho haw always bccn awaIC of person:il t:ipu and 
•Others who obsen.oe pr-Jc-ri.ce!. , hi h recognise this ,mribL1:te in some 
,\:ay. f t · possibl 100 1h31 some p Ofle ob rv' ccrt.,in p�etic witho,ir 
·H"afu.i.ng that these ruk:s itre Linked lo tl1e notion of pm.onal tapu, MaJlf)' 
Miiori individuals a lread, observe �ome· m n1mt ( the (ollmving 
practices by: 

I .  seplrating perwtul dmhing item from cl �h, med for rnol:ing m 
for w:1shit:1g di bes 

- · not \ hing 'the baby or rhe nappies in che kitchen �ink 

3. collecting the: afi!c:rbirtll from the hoip1[;ll 311d burying 1he whenul 
of th • eh ild at rhc appropri�te place 

4. ob:icrvi111:i practices rda1e,;l to the birth �•f 1le-\V life, uch .is J peci.11 
wdcome and karakia, bringing tb� wcial unit togcd1er, considering 
w.h.o llltn�s 1thc chilcl :iad Yilm nainc: fro.rn the families' wlnkapapa 
co give the chi ld 
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5. looking 3fre,- the m.•,v pe11on, ,ensuring thJ1 the child i '�n by 
,.,hiinau members and is known to th m, ,educating the child and 
generally preparing them for adulthood 

6, mn burning the hair. and makit1g sure hair is properly ool lecced 
irom the hairdr=r or barber and dispose<! of properly 

7. prorecting the chi.1d li-on1 harm or cci denr, and knowing dur in 
u-.diti n;il times ne¥:1"1;! \ $ p,misluble by lllllru. � form of ri�11;u 
pluuder or oompe1t don 

8. mcmtruacing women pro1l�cci1ig theo1sdws wlrik in a tall· of cxn 
t:1pu and not going imo rhe se-a to coll.en sealood, or m ihe garden 
t,::, wo,k, or enlP!.e i,i ,lCtiviti ~ uch as ho�e ridin� 

9. observing tlic rapu of aU the pbas of the tangih..ing;i, ceremony for 
exrunple by wlllihing one's hands or sprinkling \\Pater over oneself 
. 1fter shaking Jund� wi1h everymie or af,er lea\� ng rhe cemetery 

10. not passing food m-er one's ltead, and not stepping o,<er the feet and 
bodies of pcrsom who uc lying down 

I j .  bscrving the mpu ot v.1r"om ceremoniC"', such a• pohiri and 
t�ngih..n�. and pmiripating in them 

12. not putting on.,.·s ha! or cornbs or ha irbru he on the l.in:hcn rnblc, 
,u,d nm silting on auy nbk or lx-nch wbc,e food is prepm;d or 
t'U�U, 

The to1Jpu or pel! Oil al spa,;e 
There is a ense when ,he whole per on is u.1pu d 1ould be ueared 
with i:cspt"ct. In traditi nal w1:icty pcrwm of gfl:il! mana nd tllpu wcR: 
a.voided bccaus.'. contaot with dmn w.is d;mgeruus. Their high kvd or 
tapu mre�.terned a person of a lower lel'el. In a less dranuric sNting every 
person is surround�d by tapu space, and violation ,of thll space can c:iusc 

'§collll<m:, affi"om and dam.ilgc to one" personal rnpu �11d 11u11il. T�ere 
arc, of counc, ioci�lly lpproved occ:tti.ons when it i.� per,ni,sible 10 
lppro1ch l p,e n dosel and Ferw11�I sp�e ls t101 een [0 be lliol,ued. 
One .ich ,occasion is 1 •hen \'i.i1on are greeted \llith the bongi and 
,hrung ofhamk Friends llllY eirobracc: cil�h other �nd othcrS m Y kiss 
0.11 tlu: cheeks rather titan liong;i. Within 1h� f;unily unit ,ho:re Jre 
diff.:n:nt mks in r<:g:mi tl> JX'rsorml sp3ce. 

Th upu o the body 
ome parts of the body are 1nore tapu than other.;. II i noi pcrmi>5iblc: 

to p1IB :mything o,·er another" he:i.d. P;1tti11g a mnger on 1he he.1d i.i nor 
a friendly art, and i=sing food m-er this\ part of the body is a violation. 
beow.e rooked food neg;ues c:apu .  For example, a roasted lrumar:a is 
ofrm used in reducing th� lrn:I of 1;1pu of J tiew ci�eeri.ng house-, :ind 
many elder; keep their whakapapa boc.ks away Imm foocl and way 
from the kitchen. Tbe sex orgam arc al.so rapu, bui not the bmisls. [n 
tt.\dirional times a riull 's penJ was r)OI p:Jnicubrty C1pu, exeep1 for the 
prepuce:. Th� p,1.rl ,= a:; t.1pu as !he s.ex Org;'ill! of ;1 \ll'Ornon, which afier 
menstruation began were always ttpu. mvadari toe sex organs of both 
men �nd w·om r1 �te teg;i�d :is iapu. 111 edal ceremonies ,hese p.ms 
\\<ere med - the men's to ward IT t"o•tl influmccs and the women.�, lo 
remmte dar :rerom tapu from warriors . 

Tlic rapu or blood 
Blood is also very tapu and 1nust be treated ,vith cal't'. When m1in3tm­
aling. J woman is e. pecfaNy 1::1pu bec;,.,u e of [hi" flow of blood. There 
an, r;;s1rictiom plarc.d on her at thi time ;md dangci::s 10 be omer,,ed, 
I have alrl"ady noted iha.t going m se.:i pats thl' women in danger of 
being Jtracked llr huks �m c�n smell blood, and trying to cmh a 
born; is not rewnu:nc:nde<I bcc.a11 c hors (.In smell blmxl. l.J11ring 
d1ilcibirth a w man is also very tapu. Once the How o blood is over, 
the !evel of 1,1p11 drop� ro, a Mrrn;,.I iute in  bmli c.1.-.a Chi ldbirth i� more 
comple.-. ,md ,here is, moi:e mxicty J.S:10cia1ed with it. AJ30 moie people 
are imul,,ed, The rnothcr, the child :ind the wh�"lilu:i (placenta) m:e very 
tapu ruid ill have to lie prop,rrly attendee!. to, In attendance might be: 
1h midwife. member; nf 1he family, !lie father. ;rid 3. [ol111nga to 
perform k:m1l<ia. 

The tapUJ of deatli 
A pemm becomes increasing1)• tapu as deatli approache-;. Death escafates 
the level of tapu 10 ma.ximum kve�, affe ting everything belonging to 
th;it person during their lifeci1ne,. Because of the extreme roru on 
per$01ul elfecrs such :t1 dmhe:s rhe family might bundl� up all 1heir 
person;tl dli:cu ;rnd bury them .it th<: tim,:, ofl>llrial. Or they might �m 
them, o.r give them • way to P�kdia in dti: bdkf t lm Piikeha are n t 
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a.i"cctl'.d by ta.pu.  Somctimcs very priwtc belonging., uch as wh3bp3pa 
bookl are d�troyed by the family because chey are afraid of 1hem. Yee 
at rhe ami: time heirl, l)lllS �re kepc and given m ,ncmberS of the f: niily 
for s�fcke;:ping. Speci,il braki� are n:questc:d to protcct livin,.' nmnk� 
t>f the fumily from harm. Tohunga a 1e often ,'l:f)' busy during and �fter 
a ungihanga, 

ven the h U!e where rhe deceased l ived l� Jffec1ed by !he pers rial 
r.ipu of dmt pmon. A whung.1 or minim,r of a church is required for 
a whakawli.rt'3 ccremony, diat is, for dnring away and negatirig the 
ling • ing after-effem f ,he peMnal Ypll of the deceased. Thi, is fol­
io,"� bv the llk,;,hi wh;)re (tr;,111:1pi11g ,the house) cereinon)• wlri h lt.1$ 
been de;cribed by some as 'chasi:rJg the ghost> away'. While on th� one 
iiand one aspect ij to clear a\n}, another imporrant aspi>ct is co 
,eimmduce the fantil)" imo iill' warfd of l,ghr and help them i;,,et over 
the tr.rnm� of de.,cb, 

The exu,n:rion, of tap" 
An individul!l is born "�'th tapu which become. an essent:im pim o( their 
tnakc-up. The level of personal tapu m .. y flurnme according to rhe 
forrunes of ,be pe™Jn. A lifetinu of successful liv ing combi11ed wiih 
�nrices r.o d1e tTibe consolidates the upu a11d may increase ir. At critical 
cin:,es die level of tapu increases, ! childbirth, for eumpli-, or when i 
penoD • very ill. nee a pen, n is over d1e e1ient, the level of capu 
ceduc ro nornul. An inc-re3se tiiSoially re ulu in pmhibicions a11d 
�cstrictiom 011 the norm�! �ctiviti.cs of the pcnon. Very higl:i IC'l<t:ls of 
tapu are dan�rous to othccs. Th· is i: pcrially rrue , --llt'n rhc: person 
dies_ fall}' people are afr'cc�cd by the personal tapu of a de-ad member 
of !he iribe. : , [he inumdiu� fa1nily and 1be ex1e1ided family, c.aUoo t� 
kiri 11Jla1e (the �kiri of de,11h), �te ,he 1nm, ,11fecied. B�t everyt>ne who 
attends the tang;i is affc,cted lo l=r cle ·r�;:s. Wlut th.� cmplrnises is 
chat whik the prTI n is an individlllal, at ckath their imporrancc � a 
member of me tTibe is hi�ligh1ed aud rheir t�ra11gawaewae is 
confirmed in the final act of buria,J in the lo,-a.l cemetery. Here the 
�enon rnkes d1e i r  place with the micestor.;_ 

M.rny of 1he observ:mces and cmron lrisfag from d1e norion of 
pet'11onal 1:ipu ;tre sti l l  pi':! ri ed today_ .In fact, 3 urprising number of 
rhe:se cusrmu remail1 and, � n1emioned • rlier, many people remain 

co1ii mined to bo:ing Maori. l -lowe,·r: r, re,pcct for pe..sonal r.ap,1 is no! 
a. genenlly , ccepted one would l\�:ih: there �re fur too mmy 
insunce.1 where liori are daJ1rn�ng 1he personal upu of orhe:r Maori. 
Yet resp.,,1 ror others i� 3,1 id.,al we lllll$t cry co a hiev,e in pr;i ti e. 

M o,io 

ve,y individual Maori is  born with m i ncr,:m tlt of m tu 1, hkh, 
noted already . .is cl�dy rebrcd to pcrsorial tapu. The child'� i11hcTira1m: 
of matu depends upo11 the acliie�'<!me1u:� of 1he paren�. d1eir sori�I 
positio1n, liow they ai;e i:cprded b)· the , and what r!iey ha,re do,ie 10 
mi:st the tribal group. l'an:□t:s with a high 1..-vd of marn and t.ipu will. pa , 
onm 1beir children a correspondingly enbancoo incremenc of mana. The 
oppo5ite ii abo tn11:-: oilier childre,i c�11 be lundic�pped in thi respecr_ 

Whilt' ;ui intn:mt'nl f mana is inhc·ri tt'd at birtih it i� po iblc to 
build onto ,1 ih.-ough one' pcrw,ul a h ,;;,.·e-111c11es,, d1,ougli good works 
and an ability to lift the mana of die wliolc group. rm example, bei11g 
C"hoscn as an All Blad: could be viewed lifri.ng the nm1a of the:- tribe 
because everv ne will now 1he selected person • member_ IJ�tde, 
the whoJc n�tion suppo • the All Bfacks arid so it is good publi i r:y for 
the iwi. Mana j5 much I norc open to cxleLt ion 1ha11 any oth�r i!.ttribut,;,. 
h can be described as th� crea1ive ,md d1,namic fon::e rhar moriwrcs tlie 
i J1diviclwl 10 do better c lun, odiers. The rev.\lrds ue 311 i1icre35 in mlna, 
and a,l �dmowledi,;e

t1Mu by ochers f on�·s sped. abilities. raise. in 
mncr wotds. imrcad of · hamc. • 1K c s kam w fiirchcr \1ccc �. and so 
the inheritance for the children i. substamtally itnpro1red. Ii ,= ancl is 
po 1ble 10 ri e ab ve the Hmit tio, of whakapapa. 

Mam is alT<"ctcd by me principks furcd ,arucr. For cxampk. the 
matanma principle, rhe ruakanafotina principle and /he liirangawaewae 
priridple- all inll.uo>nce he,,;• a.t1 Individual was regarded in relation to 
othc�. hma is ah"',)'5 a mci.11 guality tit.it n:quin:s otl,�r p<:c:,ple to 
recogui e one's chievements and cc:on:I respect. 

The mm� of a chll.d 
Todll}'. adul� grnerally tend not to notice the mana of a child, preferring 
tlm children at1e seen and not heard. It \-.:a, nm like ihis in rr-aditional 
society. eglect of the mana of a child cou.!d �uli in t:he pm:'115 being 
puni�hed_ Allowing rhe chhld to be bt1mt or oiherwise- damaged \\'l'r� 
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scrioui offi.'n,e. _ h uld,en c.f gre�t mana ,,m: madt a krss c,f, and sp ;-c:ial 
oriori, or lulL:ibic5, wm: composed in their honour and sung by tac 
hapii and the iwi. Children were get1erally well tn•ated in rradltional 
Miiori so,i('.t)' and th('.R' \= gfl..'al afiectiori acrnrtkd to them. Aroha 
f.llllutriki, a� 11oted b)• Firth ( 1959:12 1), waI atre�d I□ by numerous early 
wrirers. for exlrtJple. by Gr.iliarn, rle, Polack and B3ll ke. Firth 
quoted a proverb as �dem:c: • 1- k  arohll wlrneR:ac, he pociki piri poho' 
(A m ther•� love, a bre-ast-clinging chilcl)_ Among the children them­
dves, di fferences in nml3 would be obviou _ First-b rrrs, for e�mple, 

would ha,·c mot:e m,rna than othc� and ddn sibling:; would h vc more 
than }'Olinger one and thi would be manifested in �ater confidence 
and in more oppormnirie1 ro assume leadership I�. �r-born males 
would have rnme mru1a than frr�t-born fe,nales, although not al1\'ll�. 
Persons of older generarions would be accorded more respect be('.a�se 
of 1h..-1r 11u11, as icl,:l,:-r.;_ A$ llre,1dy memio11ed, 11�1ia deptn f( r its 
dfcctiverlcss 01\ con\1\IUni'ty rec gtii tion. lt m1uires s0tll� negoti tiort 
skills in order 10 m;iximisc oppommi1ic:s. 

lle dyna.1nks of mana 
Maiu ls underpinned by die rule ofprccroc-11ce dut arc c111bcddoo in 
the kinship system. md a person h11 to Jccept these con traints and 
st�h,e m rise a bow them . for a� chis is permit1ed by me tribe, Brilliant 
ac1io115 ancl exceptfoiul ra!em i11 sport or mmlc will be nmked and will 
incre:ise orie's manl_ On chc other hand diougb.tless, crooked and evil 
�crrions will also be nociced 111d will luve a 11egnive effect upmi the 
culprit's 11u1u_ h will diminish_ 

In th.: .:nd ii is llf ID inclividools co decide the shape of their lives 
and what they wan1 to do. Th-,)' h_._vc �h choice of fol lowing the p�th 
of e-i•il ,or of good .  They can develop thcir own mcnts and 111llkc a name 
for themsel\·es and their iwi. They can COGS( along under the sh.1-dow 
of chei, p,uems and be l clh1ging vine_ Or 1hey c;n c-hoOS<" ro opt ,om 
for ; ,�umber of ye.us ltld go to the cities, or go �broo.d. ,111d return 10 
ihe iwl lJter_ ·� r.rhers lu ..,. dot1e-, they cin op, ouc for good and renirn 
to 1he jwi in � oolfh,, ifd1ey ;1,e luc •- Life is ,a clt;)lle,1 ,e- 1.-.d \ ill al �ys 
be. Mam is a -!mlJenge- 100. 

M auri 

Mauri is defmcd in illiarns (1957:l<n) as die 'life: principle' or 'thymos 
of n13n'. The Greek 1,mnl 'tbym�• adds to the mystery of 111auri and 
does n01 help us under,;1311d. M,1,uri i$ die spark of lire, the- mive 
co111pollozllt tlh:ic indiQCes the p n i uli\ . B  1 (1941, 1 :304) r:tted clm 
'me MJori vicwro the mluri � ;m activity', and that it "';Ill \m acri,;cy 
i'™de �•. lihei mauri ora i.. the �nee-i:e of life which �ignili the lle\ 
independellce of the child. breathing independem of 1he womb ;md iu 
suppartillg Ii e lines. The sneeze also is a manifestation of the mauri 
existing :1$ �tl e1.�nrl1l 111d insep1ir.:1We parr of dur parricubr po>rson_ 

Th.ere is a m%tiC31 .i.nd m;ib,i al quality to life. The hearc beats, che 
many S)'ll! ·ms of the htiman body c:irry om t:hcir specific rub, the 
blood 80\ , and the body is warm and a1ive. However, once the life 
principle is extinguished, which is signalled by one I_ s1 bre�th, all body 
ry-:stems slop and the b<idy beco1n� cold. The M�ori view is clut the 
mauri ha.s left the body and 1he p�rwn dies. Wh n the bocly di� ihe 
nuuri ceases co exis1_ h \,mishes complet:ely. 

Maorl �t p;;aee 
The numi syn1bol1Ses a m:meellou� 3Ctive sig,i ofllfe and one c.n ttlk 
3bout the m.1Uri 3.1, mm thing epamte from the body. The mauri 
bcc-omcs an attribute of the self, :1-0mcthing to nuture, to protect, to 
think about. The self and the manri are one. If there ,is somethi11, g 
wrong \\�rn the mauri, the penon i, nor well. When 'the pel"lon is 
phY$inlly and socially well, the ,muri is i11 3 sme ofbabnce, described 
:is 1mmi tau (the 11uu.ri is 31 peace). "11e1J a person receives mocking 
news, or is �urp-rised, or jolted by ,ari dectric current, c!ie m.auri is 
5tlJded, anil is described ;is m �ri oho. rnditionruly it Wa$ thought nol 
good for the mauri to 'be startled this WllY as it might leave the body 
anti, th - i, danb,;:rom. Whcu tf,c mauri il, Startled io cl1 - degree it i! 
described ;ii nt uri rere. literally flying mauri. 

The 't}'1!11ool� of mauri 
Acoording ro Williams ( 1957: 197) 1he mami of an individual could ae 
repre.iented by 3 nmerial s1'l.nbol which was reinforced spiritually and 
diell hiddc11 :iw.lY- Be r (1982. -48) reporred dw Tuu Nih nilio of 

gati Porou said rim a imne or piece ,of wood = aml ro, represet:n 
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