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Witness Name:  GRoAMsT
Statement No: WITN119001
Exhibits: WITN119002 — WITN119009

Dated: 12/03/2021

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF  GROAMsT
. GrRoAMsT | will say as follows:
Introduction
1. My fullnameis  GRoAMsT | Iwasbomon  GRo-8 11950 and | am

now 70 years old. | am of Ngati Maru descent.

2. | have four grown children. | am very proud of my children and my mokopuna are

my heart.

3. My evidence is about the abuse | experienced as a child at home and while resident
at Miramar Girls’ Home and Strathmore Girls’ (Ferry Road) Home.

Family and early life

4. | am from a big family. | am the second to eldest of eight kids. We all grew up in
Lower Hutt. My father was British, and my mother was Maori.

5. Two of my brothers did jail. The youngest did most of the borstals back in the day.
He has been dead now for 30 odd years. He was killed in car accident. He was
married one week and dead the next. He was very happy go lucky. A likeable crook.
He had children. I loved him very much. | have a warmth when | think about him.
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6. | also have a great warmth when | think about my other brother. We've always
stayed connected. He’s done a lot of jail — for armed robbery mainly as well as drug
importing. He ended up doing a lot of years in jail. Now that he is in his more mature
years of life, it has been a good 10 years, maybe longer, that he has stayed clean.
He has become very spiritual. We have spoken of our childhood, both of us with
great sadness.

7. My older sister and | were sent back to live with my grandparents from a young
age. We lived there until we were five, then came back to Mum and Dad. We didn't

really speak English.

8. By the age of 5 | couldn't speak English, | was only speaking Te Reo. | don’t know
it now, I've forgotten it. We weren't allowed to speak it at my parents. Mum was
fluent. She couldn’t speak it because of Dad. Nobody spoke Te Reo around me.
This was in the early 50s when there weren’t many Maori in Wellington. They hit

more in the late ‘50s and ‘60s when factories were opening.

9. lunderstand back in the ‘50s it was difficult for my parents to get housing because
of Mum being Maori and my father being Pakeha. Since my father was a '666"6}
GROB they were granted unit homes where what is now the GRO B ]

is. It was called transit housing. You went there if you were tran5|t|ng to get into a

state house.

10.We ended up getting a state house in| __GRO-B__ | | remember that very clearly.
Then | think we moved to,  GRo-B | when | was 12 and my family continue to

live there to this day.

11.Mum was from Taranaki, the Ngati Maru iwi. She was the oldest in a family of about
19 kids.

12.1 remember Mum was always a hard-working woman. She was never home; we
never saw much of her. | don’t remember feeling any love from my Mum, she was
very distant. As kids our father taught us to stand at the door and sing a song when
she came in. | wondered why that used to happen. In their marriage | think my

mother ended up having an affair at some point.

13.Our father had full reign of the house. He hated work; he really hated working

especially if the boss was not white. He worked for;_____c_;,_gg_._g_____gas a fitter and turner
for years, on and off. | think that's the only time | remember him having employment.
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20.1 don’t know whether | loved school. | started att  GRO-B | School. | ran into racism

there actually. The teachers didn’t treat me very nicely.

21.1 remember the hanky checks at school. All the Pakeha kids had fancy folded
handkerchiefs; | remember | always had a bit of rag. | always felt at school that we
never fitted in. | was treated as the dirty little girl. ‘Don’t go by her she’s got fleas;

don’t go by her she smells’.

22.There was only one nice teacher, Mr Keenan. He told the kids in the class to stop
picking on me. | nutted off one day, | remember that | was going to kill them all in

the class.

23.1 remember Mr Keenan because he was such a nice teacher. When he was leaving
the school, | took him a box of chocolates, | think to say thank you. But | felt too
ashamed to give them to him. | felt they would be dirty. | felt that about myself.
Anything that | touched. So, | went outside and hid the chocolates until | could be
by myself and quickly put them in his hand then run away.

24.|stayed at  eros untillwentto i N - Mum still wanted

my sister and I to go to a good college. Or that's what she said. She wanted us to
learn things.

25.1 think Mum felt proud she got us into] ~ eroB and bought us all the
uniforms — it cost a lot back in the day. But I dldn t feeI much encouragement from
her. | think it was maybe her way to make up for things. This is my way of looking
back at things - why did we end up with such a shit bag father? But then you learn
the world is full of shitbag fathers.

26.For me it didn’t work. | played up and didn't fit in. My sister did her best to fit in. |
got expelled. She left because she chose to, but | don’t think she really fitted in
either. My older sister always played the good girl, she wouldn’t swear. Whereas |
always played the shit. | couldn't take what she did. She would take it, whereas |
would get in and bash them.

27. I got expelled because of a bit of that, at 13. So, | was barely at school. | wasn't at
I GROB for long. | couldn’t learn, when | think back now, | wanted
to l wanted to be like everyone else but couldn’t. | was extremely anxious all the

time. | didn’t know if my father would be outside the school. It was like | was living
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Running away

35.1t got too much when | was 13. | had to run. | heard about social welfare, that they
helped you — it was either ‘go to social welfare or the nuns and they’'ll help you'. |
headed along the road and went to social welfare in Lower Hutt.

36.1 got talking to a lady there, she wouldn’t have a bar of me. She told me | was lying.
| told her my father was interfering with me. | asked her to help me. | probably told
her he was being rude to me. | tried to say something. She kicked me out and told
me to get out. She called me a liar. There is a note on my social welfare saying
that | went to the the Lower Hutt Child Welfare office in November 1964 to complain
about my father [WITN119002].

37.1 remember a girl at school who was there one day and never came back. The
police came one day, and | found out she gassed herself at a house. | wished |
knew where it was so | could do it myself. If there was nowhere for me to be, | didn’t

want to be there.

38.1 understand once | got removed, my older sister started working at a place that
made electric blankets. My mother was instrumental in getting her out of the house.
But then there were all the other kids — six of them. When | was down in
Christchurch, | used to think about those kids every day. | never dared say anything.

39. | ran away at about 14. | think it was a Friday, with a girl calledGROBShe was a
lovely young girl but didn't want to be at home. | never told her why | was running
away. | think we spent one night at bus stop in Newtown. The next night we ended
up in Petone. We met about four guys who had a flat somewhere in Petone. They
invited us back to their flat. To me, they looked after me | had no sexual contact.
But my friend did. | still had my school uniform on and had been reported missing.

40.| remember Sergeant Frost came along; there | was very identifiable when | look

back now. He asked me my name, | told him. | was taken to Petone pollce station.

Itold the policeman why Iranaway,  croc :
L eroCc nGRO,,?o:kS:’“" She became case manager for me. The pollce

made a complaint to Child Weifare about me running away on 4 April 1965. The
complaint document records that | told police about my father sexually abusing me
[WITN119003].
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41.1 remember?_ GR?vgr:?eorc'aIasked me all these questions. | told her everything. | wasn't
believed though and my mother defended my father. My mother said | was no good

and | was a ‘boy chaser’ always looking for boys.
42.We stayed the night in the police cells.

43.1 ended up being taken to Miramar. My friend got picked up by her Mum. | would
have been saying | didn’t want to go home.

Miramar Girls’ Home

44.1 got taken to Miramar. My records show that | was admitted on 9 April 1965 under
a police complaint of not being under proper control [WITN119004]. I'm sure | came
across a letter the other day that said they thought my story about my father was
not the truth and that | needed to go into training. They thought something was
wrong with me. I've never read the files. I've taken them out for burning.

45.Nothing was explained to me when | was taken to Miramar. | would have gone to
the moon if it meant | didn’t have to go back home. | didn’t know where | was going,
| can't remember how | got there or who took me.

46.1 remember when | got there | was locked up and put in a cell. | stayed there until |
went to Court. When | arrived at Miramar, | was still in my school uniform. After that

I had to wear their clothing. | was given nothing — no shower, no medical.

47.I'm not sure how long | was in the cell. | remember | had one visit from my mother
when | was there. She wanted to know why | told lies and was causing trouble at
home. | remember her using words like | should think about everybody.

Secure

48.The cell was horrible. It just had a bed in it, and maybe a potty. No one came near
me. No one came to see if | was alright. They only came down to bring me food.
Nobody mentioned what was happening to me. | never saw welfare or anything like
that.

49.1 can still remember a really creepy guy who was in there. He brought me a meal
once. It was the way he was looking at me. He didn’t do anything to me. But there

was something about him that made me back into the corner of the bed.
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50.1 made friends with a girl through the wall when | was in secure. | don’t know what
she was in there for. Her and | ran away from Miramar together. We were not very
good at it — we got caught by the same cop again. | can't really remember how it
was, we had an opportunity and were going to do it regardless.

51.1 can’t remember every tiny detail now; | remember the bigger picture.

52. There was a matron there — Tucker or Taylor. Something like that. An old lady from
memory. She was nice. But anyone who was kind to me would have seemed very

nice, because no one was nice to me as a child.
Court

53. | went to the then Children’s Court in Lower Hutt from Miramar. | can just remember
going into the courtroom and my father in there with all these medals on. | reckon
they'd be fake. He had a black beret with a British symbol up top and was carrying
a bible.

54.1 remember that creep the magistrate up behind the desk. His name was Mr

lies about my father. He told me | was lower than the earth itself. Those words | do

remember. Anything else | don't.
55.The magistrate made me feel full of hatred. | really felt like no one cared.

56.1 was made a ward of the state in that hearing that day, 9 April 1965 [WITN119005].
Having now seen my social welfare files, | know that | was committed to the care
of the Superintendent of Child Welfare as a ‘delinquent child and was not under
proper control’ [WITN119006].

57.1 can’t remember if a social worker was with me. | was taken back to Miramar and

. . /GRO-C-Socia
then locked up again. | stayed there until " yworker , My case manager, came and

I’'m sure she accompanied me on the plane. | was absolutely petrified because |
had never been on a plane. | didn’t know where | was going. No one said anything

o me.

Strathmore Girls’ Home

58.1 think it was night-time when | arrived in Christchurch and was taken to Strathmore
Girls’ Home on Ferry Road. | was absolutely terrified as | had never been on a
plane.
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59.1 was at Strathmore Girls’ Home for about a year.

Arrival

60. The house was huge and full of teenage girls, my age and older.

61. There were no procedures in place when | arrived. | never saw a doctor or anybody.
| remember waiting to be placed into a school.

Staff

62.1 remember the matron — Mrs  GRO-B. She was a bit of a dragon.

63.Then another staff member — Mrséé-’-‘?ﬂ'—é‘}, she was horrible, a real bitch. She was
mean, one of those women who always had an apron on, and she was always
jangling her keys. Her whole demeanour was ‘I'm impatient, move’. We were all
terrified of her.

64.Mrs§-t-3;5;3-“?%was very physically abusive. She was like a hitwoman. She was the
punlsherlf you were going to get locked up, she would be the one dragging you.
She was a very strong woman. We were all frightened of Mrsenosr

65. She would pin you up against a wall if you got smart or if you said something like a
shirt didn’t fit you. | got pinned up quite a few times. It was for things like not folding
the laundry correctly, not concentrating on where the lockers were, not putting
knickers or bras away properly. Everything had to be in certain cubby holes.

gestapo. She ruled that kitchen with an iron rod. You knew if you let a pot boil too
much she’d it you over the head. It happened a lot. She was always giving you a
whack with a frying pan or a lid - anything in her kitchen. We were in there helping
to do the vegetables. But even that was better than putting up with being abused
by my father.

67.1 had heaps of knocks from working with the cook in the kitchen. | felt like putting
my head in a pot one day. It was very, very painful. You'd be hearing a buzz in your
ears from the whack for a lot of time afterwards. All the staff were around when it

happened, so we just thought it was normal. It was the norm to be treated like that.
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GR° B- | think she had

overlays of prejudice. | can’t recall if she ever said anythlng I jUSt remember how

68.The staff were all European. | felt discrimination from Mrs

mean she was. Her and the cook.

69. Installing fear was a major thing for the staff in those homes.

Other residents

70.The age range of girls at the home was from 13 to maybe 17 or 18. | think we were
mainly Maori.

71.The other glrls all came from sad backgrounds as well. Although one hadn’t, her
name was GRoB41 | | understand she went on to Burwood and then  Gro |

. GROD ;She was a beauttful intelligent girl.

72.1 can remember one night, Mrs GRO B- was going to teach us a lesson, and made us
shave our hair off. eRoamut up a huge fight and ended up in a cell. | can still
remember the thumping and banging. There were 2 secure cells. They were
padded cells. | never saw Glié"é”{agam after that. But | understand she went to
Burwood. That thumping noise wasn’t unusual to hear from the secure cells.
Everyone was getting locked up at some stage.

73.1 can’'t remember all the names of the other girls. | also rememberGROBz
She was a hard case. | understand most of them are dead now.

74.There were some girls who were brought up able to play music and sing with a
guitar. They would spend a lot of time singing together. There was a sisterhood in

there.

75.There was a hierarchy amongst the girls. Some were tougher than others. | could
look after myself by then but | wasn’t that high up the hierarchy. | was probably in
the middle somewhere - certainly not at the bottom.

76.When | have reflected back over life, it's clear to me that some of the girls in there
had a life before being in there. They had gone out and had relationships with

people — experiences in life | hadn’t yet. So they knew how to protect themselves.

77.There was some violence between the girls. We all had our punch ups. Some girls
would get very physical and you had to defend yourself. If you couldn’t, you had to
learn quickly.
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87.Most of us got up to all sorts of mischief. But we weren’t caught.

88.1 stole some fruit once by making a stick with a hook on it. | could fit it through the
kitchen window to pinch fruit — pears and apples. We were so hungry. | think | was

caught once.

Education

89.1 went to, ero-8 High School while | was at Strathmore. It was a waste of time

sending me there. My brain was not going to absorb anything.

90.1 remember biking to school. | can’t remember if | had a lot of time at| Gro-B | |t

wasn't a requirement to go to school while at the home. A lot of girls didn’t go to
school when they should have been at school.

91.1 remember a science teacher talking about the stamen and stuff. It would do my
mind in. | would start banging my pencil on the desk. | was just very angry and

didn’t want to know about it. | would get made to stand in the hallway.
92. At Strathmore itself there was no education at all. There were no cultural activities.

93.The only thing | can remember was the lovely PE teacher. She brought a sewing

machine and taught us girls how to sew. There was nothing else.

Punishments

94.1f you really didn't do as you were told, you would get locked up in the secure cells.

95.There was one thing that always petrified me, which was that they would put a
pressure hose on you. | never saw it, but | remember being told this by other girls.

It has very much stuck in my mind.

96. Hair cutting was also a form of punishment. It was a ‘cut the mane off’ type of thing.
They would cut our hair like a boy’s haircut — short back and sides. They would
especially use it if we were slacking off on duties or getting mouthy. | think | got it
once for pinching fruit through the window. Mrs 5R0-8-would do it. | was lucky | never

had my hair cut really short.

97.Getting the haircut was another form of rape really. | just sat there. Some of the
girls would put up a hell of a fight.

98. Some of the girls were ]USt devastated by the hair cutting. The cuts they got were
hideous. Espemally GRO B- 1 . — she had honey blonde hair with a beautiful curl to
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it. 1 can understand how the hair cutting would have made her feel. She was a
young, very intelligent teenager. She was there because she ran away with her
boyfriend. Her parents must have said to put her in the home.

99.1t all changed for ®*8- there. She wouldn’t go along with it like rest of us did. She
knew it was wrongfrom a very early age. So every time she fought, she got deeper
in the system. The system grabbed her a bit more. She ended up at Burwood
Hospital.

Threat of Burwood Hospital

100. You didn’t want to go to Burwood Hospital. That was the place you heard was not
a good place. | remember just quivering at the thought of Burwood. They used it as
a threat — ‘shut your moutrGROAMsT, do you want to go to Burwood?’. | went with
the flow of things there. | certainly had moments where | reached boiling point, but
the threat of Burwood shut it down.

101. All of us got threatened with Burwood. A lot of girls who were in Strathmore with
GRY®" is the one that stands out.

me did end up there.

102. | think when | look back all those girls wanted to do was get out of there. You
knew to get out of there you had to tow the line. If you started to get staff up in arms

against you, you would go to Burwood. No one wanted to.

103. We heard stories about what happened at Burwood. That you were always
getting locked up and beaten there. Some of the girls had moved around different
institutions and would tell us what happened to other girls. We heard those places
were the final straw. If | had ended up in Burwood | probably would have taken a

different course in life.

Psychological abuse

104. There were other forms of abuse at Strathmore — psychological and emotional.
You were constantly fed fear. It was a place of mental torture. | was called a liar

quite often at the home.
105. | remember the cook used to say things to us like ‘you’re all rotten little swines’.

106. When | reflect back on life at the home, it was a place of mental torture. It was a

place where young girls were just dragged around. It was a horrible, horrible place.
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Visit from father

107. One time, | had a visit from my father when | was down there. He got me to write
a letter saying I'd lied so | could get out. | was desperate to get out, |
would have done anything. So | wrote the letter.

108. How this led to him being able to see me in Christchurch I'm not sure. All | know
is he came for a visit and was able to take me out. He had a hotel room in the city.

He took me back there and molested me.

109. My father was somehow allowed to come to Christchurch and take me out. There
is a record in my file dated 6 April 1966 of him visitihg me at the home
[WITN119007]. Having seen my file, | know that social welfare were aware of the
allegations against my father and believed them. A letter dated 3 August 1965 from
the Superintendent of Child Welfare to the Minister in Charge of the Child Welfare
Division states:

daughter’s allegations of misconduct have some basis in fact. Her good progress since her
removal from home supports the belief that her former behaviour had its roots in
unhappiness at home. [WITN119008].

110. When | told the staff they told me | was a liar. You just shut up when you are told
that. The staff knew my story. | refused to see my father after that.

Contact with family

111. My mother never came down as far as | can remember.

112. | wrote to my family. | wrote to my father’s sister in England and told her what he
had done. He made me look like a liar there. | think she believed me though. She
didn’t have any communication with him after that. It made me feel like everything
| say causes trouble.

113. | had no contact with my siblings. They never wrote me letters. It was horrible
being away from my siblings. | worried about them all the time. Who was going to
be looking after them? | didn’'t know what was going on at home and | feared for

their safety with my father around. | later learnt | was right to be fearful.
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that | was discharged from the control of Social Welfare in 1968, when | was 18
[WITN119006].

131. | got myself a job. | loved my job. My mother took all my pay. Life just continued

- | went to work during the day and then came home.

132. It was not good being back home. My brothers and sisters didn’t know who | was.
My parents had told them | died. They honestly thought I'd died. They were all still

when she had died. My father was a master of confusing us.

133. One night my Mum was next door, drinking with the neighbours. | was home with
the kids. | think my father may have been next door, or in the lounge. He tried to
sexually assault me and there was no way | was going to let that happen. | think |
attacked him with a pair of scissors. | was going to kill him. In many ways | regretted

that | didn't. | was so enraged.

134. | remember the neighbours and my mother rushing over and calling the police.
Then | was taken away by the police. They took me to a family home in Upper Hutt.

135. My records show that | was admitted to this family home at my father’s request.
[WITN119009] The next thing | knew, once again | was a bad person. My father
reckoned | was a nut case. He used to tell everyone | was boy crazy.
A Maori woman ran the family home with her husband. They were lovely people.

136. | think | came out of the homes a different person. I'd hated what my father had
done to me. | would have rather been dead than have that happen again. Or him
be dead. | felt pure hatred and had no tolerance. | was at end of my tether with
him.

137. | stayed at that family home for six to eight weeks. It was the beginning of my
journey to finding independence. | liked the people there. Her maiden name was

__cros | He was a Dutch man, and worked as a traffic cop.

138. After the family home in Upper Hutt, | stayed at my electrical engineering job. |
worked there for quite a few years. | had a good boss. | got myself a flat and started

going to a dance hall in the city. | met up with other people.

139. | eventually left the electrical control and engineering company. | did a lot of
waitressing around Wellington. | did what every teenager did, | went out drinking
and dancing. | had flats all over the place-i GRO-B EStreet, ?_______93_‘_’_7?____;-,E__F?_F_‘_’_;'?_*__'Street.
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140. | started working as a support worker in Lower Hutt, which | did for 19 years. |
worked in disability, with people who couldn’t do things for themselves and needed

support and help. | miss it. | worked until | was 67. I'm 70 now.

141. | had to give it up because of my health. | ended up finding out | have cancer
while I've been living in the Bay of Plenty, so that's probably why | wasn'’t feeling
my best in Wellington. | often wonder whether | got cancer in my throat because
I had so much to say and didn’t say it. It was all locked in there.

142. My younger sister charged my father later in life in the late ‘80s or early ‘90s. The

case went to trial and he got off scot free.| eroc2 and| oroc |

GRO‘C “lone night and he told me on the

represented my father. | remember ringing ™
phone he was doing his job.|

GRO-C

| Rgc had been my lawyer well

before then.

143. My older sister had led me to believe it didn’t happen to her as well. My older
sister, she was drinking a lot and eating whole cakes of chocolate in Pak'n'Save
just after the court case finished. | went to see her, and it broke my heart to find out
my father had also abused her. | asked her why she didn’t come to court to help,
she said she couldn't do it.

144. | had to go to court and give evidence. When the verdict came back they said
there was a lack of corroboration. It was devastating. My father became really
untouchable. There were 14 other girls — my sister’s friends, who had all been
molested at some point. A lot of parents wouldn't let their kids come to court. My

older sister wasn't involved in this trial.

145. | had gone my own way in life and so had my own family. It broke my heart to have
that validation the sexual abuse had also been happening to my sisters. | had so
much anger towards social welfare and the magistrate.

Impact

Psychological damage

146. | can trace a lot of psychological damage to my time at the girls’ home. For many
years after when | came out, | would still see the girls’ home in the present.

Sometimes it is still within me.
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Loss of cultural identity
162. I've always felt a loss of a sense of cultural identity.

163. | am one of the elders now in my iwi yet | don’t have the language. That is quite
humiliating for me. | don't have the concentration to be able to learn now.

164. | haveSRchildren. They are all great, good kids. | don't believe it's been easy for
them having a Mum like me. | probably held them back a lot because of my own

fears. In some regards | wrapped them up in cotton wool.

165. I've never told my kids about any of the abuse | suffered from my father. | think
they suspect to some extent. They just know my family is very divided. How do you
tell your kids that? | want to. But | can’t - | would hate them to carry any of that filth
on them. People say it's not your fault and | know that, | understand they say you

are a survivor not a victim. But it still leaves a blanket on you.

Spirituality and strength

166. All of my trauma has deepened my heart. | am spiritual and believe there has to
be something there on my shoulder, always. That's what | truly believe. | could have
seen myself heading another way when | was younger. But | didn’t want to go down
that road — to prison and that kind of thing.

167. Coming where | came from, | look at my children like if only you knew how blessed
| see your lives. And how proud | am - for me to be their Mum and they've done so
well. | can’t get over that. Sometimes | think | don’t deserve it. | have hauntingly
mixed emotions. I've never felt good enough for me, let alone to have these children

doing so well and then my grandchildren.

168. You don't realise these journeys you have gone on and survived while it is
happening. Because all you are doing the whole time is surviving. Inside of me on
another side there is a lion. And that's how I've gotten through life, copying people
and trying different ways of getting through. So | can be part of this life.

Redress

CLAS

169. The first person | told about the abuse | suffered from my father was Judge
Henwood during CLAS. It took years to get to that point and to have that meeting
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Abuse in Care.

Signed: q GRO-C

- i
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