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Witness Name:  GRO-A-MRJJ |
Statement No.: WITN0329001
Exhibits: WITN0329002 — WIT03290012
Dated: 23.03.2021

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENTOF  GRO-A-MRJJ

| GRO-A-MrJJ |, willsay as follows: -

1 My nameis.  GRO-A-MrJJ | and | was born on GRO-A 1958. | am a

survivor of Cherry Farm and Lake Alice.

2 | was one of the claimants in the Grant Cameron proceedings, and my
statement for that is attached to this statement [WITN0329002]. | have also
included some of my Lake Alice notes and Oranga Tamariki notes, which | think
are relevant. They are listed in the table at the end of this statement.

Early life

"GRO-B__ ). My

3 My birth father was an Irishman. | am named after him (
mother was Maori. | am the second oldest of five children. | never knew my birth

father. He had left before | was born. My mother was a wonderful loving woman,
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do the work. | was aware | was getting more and more behind the other children

but didn't know how to stop it.

8 | got teased and made fun of at school for being a “dumbbell” and “backward”
and “slow”. Even my siblings teased and taunted me for being dumb. | would
lash out and hit other children because of the teasing, and that was the
beginning of me getting a reputation for being aggressive. The teachers were
also very aggressive to me because | couldn’t learn. It was really awful being

teased and yelled at all the time.

9 When | would come home from school and tell my grandmother about my
problems with leaming, she would not be sympathetic to me. She would say
things like “that’s typical of you”. | couldn’t share any problems with her. No one
cared or comforted me when | was under so much stress.

Sexual abuse

10 The first time | was sexually abused was by aman who Ithink wasa GRO-C
priest. He had aGRO-C _____ ‘I ran over to the 'GRO-C |
to ask for help once when my stepfather was beating up my mother. He went
over to my home and spoke to them and then suggested we come back with
him and he would look after me for a while. We went, and he sexually assaulted

me.

11 When | was six or seven, | was sexually abused by my adult cousin, GRo B
GRO B , who was also staying with my grandmother. This was full sexuai
intercourse and very painful. When | showed my grandmother my bottom, which
was showing the injuries from the rapes, she simply said that | had done it to
myself by hitting my butt on the bed end. eros| sexually assaulted me many
times over a three-to-four-month period. | learnt there was nothing | could do
about it. | find it very hard to talk about the sexual abuse | have suffered. He
didn’t sexually abuse my siblings, but he was very cruel to all of us. He would

hang us on the clothesline with pegs and laugh.

12 | was made a ward of the state on 9 June 1970 and then sent to Campbell Park
in Dunedin 0nGRO-A197O | only stayed there a month. | hated it there. | was
so unhappy and unsettled. [WITN0329004]
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How | came to be in lake Alice

13 On 6 March 1970, Dr Pugmire wrote a psychiatric report that was insulting to
my race, my family, and me. This report started the events that led to me being
taken off my mother by court order and made a ward of the state and sent to a
boy’'s home. [WITN0329003]

This 12-year-old Maori boy is one of a family of sub-cultural, subnormal children
born to an irresponsible Maori mother by an unstable violent father. His 1Q is in
the 75 to 85 range, but his behaviour at home and at school suggests not only
low intelligence, but gross instability or early psychosis ... Although his mother
has had the good fortune to marry a very fine Maori gentleman who is well able
to train normal children, sro-am us| has proved quite unresponsive.

14 Dr Pugmire got important things wrong. The “fine Maori gentleman” was a
violent wife beater. He had not considered that there might be other reasons
why | was the way | was — such as all the sexual abuse from my cousin and
cruel treatment from my grandmother and my inability to learn. After a few
reports, | was committed against my mother’'s will to the care of the state.
[WITN0329004]

Cherry Farm 1970

15 From Campbell Park, | was admitted to Cherry Farm on GRO-A| 1970.
[WITN0392005] | had just turned 12." | was there for two years until | was
moved to Lake Alice. | talk about Cherry Farm in my statement for Grant

Cameron'’s class action proceedings at paragraphs 13 to 17. [WITN0329002]

16 In summary, Cherry Farm was a horrendous place. It was way worse than Lake
Alice, for me. | was placed in Villa D with the mentally insane adults. | and the
other children were sexually violated by male nurses regularly. We were hosed
down with high-pressure hoses, laughed at, and taunted for no apparent
reason. They called us every insulting name under the sun. At bath time, they
would push our heads under the water. | got ECT there. After a while, | was told

that | was being sent to Lake Alice because it was closer to my family home. |

1 An OT note on my admission refers to “outbursts” (originally “psychotic”, then downgraded to “hysterical”) and “a
preoccupation with knives”. A letter from the Department of Health to the Director of Social Welfare on 15 July 1970
while | was at Cherry Farm records “A single definite diagnosis has not yet been made but it felt that he is probably
schizophrenic with the developmental and cultural factors adding complexity to the picture.”
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don't believe this. | think | was sent there because they couldn’t find a foster

home for me.?2
Lake Alice

17 | confirm my statement to Grant Cameron about what happened at Lake Alice
is correct and | just summarise it briefly here [WITN0329002]. | had two

[WITN0329006] The second was from| GRO-A | 1973 to sometime after cros
' GRO-A 1973. [WITN0329008] In all, | was there for around 10 months.

18 | do not believe | had a mental iliness and should not have been admitted to
either Lake Alice or Cherry Farm. The people at Lake Alice knew this, but it did
not stop them giving me ECT and drugs for punishment. | note the letter from a
social worker signed B Hollis dated 5 June 1973 reads in part: [WITN0329007]

but in fact this is not correct. This was a tentative diagnosis and has not been
confirmed by Lake Alice ... sroam s} was re-admitted largely because of a lack
of suitable alternatives. As far as the hospital (Lake Alice) is concerned, there
is nothing psychiatrically wrong with him, at least that needs further hospital
treatment. He is currently being held but not treated ...

Assessment on arrival (paragraphs 20 to 23 of GC Statement)

19 Basically, | recall that the first time | went there | had a very brief meeting with
Dr Leeks. He came out of the office after my social worker had spoken to him.
He just said | was in for treatment and to do as he said. He seemed nice at first,
but | soon learned it was just a front. He didn’t talk with me or ask any questions.
He never told me | was going to get ECT.

My sleeping arrangements (paragraph 3 statement of GC Statement)

20 When | first arrived, | was put in a ward with crazy men. It was an adult ward. |
was terrified of them. They looked like they had come out of a horror movie,
and | felt | was living with monsters. There was nothing | could do as the door
was locked behind us. There were other boys there, and | recall a boy who was

just six years old. | recall there being more Maori boys than Pakeha. | was in

2 | am not sure how long | was there, but it felt like a long time. Sometime during the year, | was moved to Lake
Alice.
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showed them around the whole building and explained where everything was.
It was horrible going back and having all the memories again. | also remember
seeing a pair of blue and white striped pyjamas on the floor, and that upset me
a lot. When | visited, there was an education block but that had not been there

when | was at Lake Alice.
Taking claim through Grant Cameron

46 | heard that Grant Cameron was taking a claim, and | joined in. Someone took
a statement from me. [WITN0329002] | received $80,438.60 before Grant
Cameron’s fees were deducted. | do not believe this was enough for all | have
been through and the damage done to my life. But we did not have a choice —

we had to take it or leave it.
Life after Lake Alice®
Employment

47 When | first got out of Lake Alice, | was still on the drugs that Dr Leeks had
prescribed. | spent two months in a family home before going to Hastings to
stay with another family and find work. | worked for short periods, for example,
fruit picking and at Watties. | couldn’t keep going to work at Watties as the
noises reminded me of the sound of ECT in my head. | was sent to borstal for
three months from September 1974 to December 1974.

48 Most of my life, | was not able to find a job. No one would take me on after they
asked about my education and found out | couldn’t read or write. Also, | have
just not been well enough to work for most of my life. | believe | lost the chance
to earn a living because of Lake Alice and Cherry Farm.

Getting married

49 | met my wife at a party, and we later married. Her mother organised the
wedding. We had five children together. | found it very hard to be in the marriage

is surely a 'born loser’. He has been culturally deprived, is of limited intelligence and formal training, and has lacked
security, stability and sometimes acceptance in all the placements tried to date. The results are that at nearly 15

of the community.


















