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Dated: 08.07.21

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF ARTHUR GUS SOLOMON

[, Arthur Gus Solomon, will say as follows: -

INTRODUCTION

1. My full name is Pulotu Arthur Gus Solomon. Pulotu is my Samoan chiefly title. |
was born on | ero.c {1944 and | am 77 years old.

2. | am of Samoan and Palagi extraction, but | was born in Fiji and did my schooling

there. | moved to New Zealand when | was 18 years old.

3. The purpose of this statement is to talk about my time working at Owairaka Boys’
Home in Auckland. | worked there as a watchman from December 1970 for about
four weeks. In that four weeks | saw so much violence that | had to get out of
there; | couldn’t stay there any longer. | left around the end of January 1971 to

teach at St Mary’s Convent Primary School in Avondale.
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WITN0205001-0010

63. |If there had been an independent body or person and their job was to come in
and monitor institutions like Owairaka, | would have talked to them about what |

saw, because that’s the right thing to do.

64. As a final comment, | chose to provide information to the Commission because |
know this will have far reaching effects and produce results for better services to
those in state care.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into

Abuse in Care.

Signed: GRO-C

Dated: 8 July 2021
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Consent to use my statement

WITN0205001-0011

[, Pulotu Arthur Gus Solomon, confirm that by submitting my signed witness

statement to the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, | consent to its

use in the following ways:

B reference and/or inclusion in any interim and/or final report;

. disclosure to those granted leave to appear, designated as core participants and

where instructed, their legal representatives via the Inquiry’s database or by any

other means as directed by the Inquiry;

. presentation as evidence before the Inquiry, including at a public hearing;

. informing further investigation by the Inquiry;

. publication on the Inquiry website.

| also confirm that | have been advised of the option to seek anonymity and that if

granted my identity may nevertheless be disclosed to a person or organisation,

including any instructed legal representatives, who is the subject of criticism in

my witness statement in order that they are afforded a fair opportunity to respond

to the criticism.

Please tick one of the two following boxes:

if you are seeking anonymity

or

v

if you are happy for your identity to be known

Signed: GRO-C

i
i
i

Date: 8 July 2021
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