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Witness Name:: GRO-A-MrCE

Statement No: WITN0552001
Exhibits: WITN0552002

Dated: 8.07.2021

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF | GRO-A-Mr CE

l,i ero-A-mMrce 1, will say as follows: -

1. Mynameis: Gcro-a-Mrce | | was bornin Samoa in 1973.

2. | also go by the surname;_GRo-A_which is the name | had when we came from
Samoa. Itis my father's matai name. ! GRO-A
GRO-A

3. My statement relates to the abuse | received when | was under state care in
residential homes and how this has impacted me. | basically lost my culture and
language during my time in care. Before going into State care, | was able to
speak Samoan fluently. It was my first and only language for so long. | could
hold a conversation and understand things. After being in care, | couldn’t speak
the language and | had forgotten a lot of the fa’asamoa and how to do things the

Samoan way.

4. | have been carrying this for many years. | wish to share my experience because

| have come across people who've had similar struggles to me and | have tried
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my best to help them. | hope that in sharing my experience | am able to help
others too.

MIGRATION, FAMILY BACKGROUND AND EARLY LIFE

GRO-
5. My parents are both Samoan. | also have! A sisters and one brother. | am the

second youngest in the family. My mother, brother and my sister have all passed

away.

6. We all came to New Zealand from Samoa in the early 80s when | was about eight
years old. We came to New Zealand because my parents wanted my siblings
and | to get an education, and to grow up and get good jobs. My dad also saw it

as a better opportunity to make money through work.

long after we got here, | began to move away from church. This was mainly
because | was running with the wrong crowd of friends and wanted to hang with

them instead.

8. My parents were very strict, we were raised in an environment where violence
was ‘okay’. My dad did the disciplining and if you did something wrong you got
a hiding for it. One time | remember getting a hiding because | couldn’t read the
bible in Samoan properly. The hidings from dad led me to resent religion.

9. Mum passed away around| groa | My happiest memories of growing up

were with my mum.

10. | started primary school when | arrived in New Zealand. This was where things
began breaking down for me. | really struggled with adjusting to the English
language. | ended up ‘playing up’ a lot at school because | was frustrated at
being teased by the other children. | was also frustrated because | couldn’t
understand what was going on in the classroom. | felt left out, and | was
struggling to learn. | also felt that | was too stupid to learn to speak English.

11. Because | was frustrated at school | had an attitude. | did things like eat other
kid’s lunches, talk back to teachers and steal change from the other kids’ bags.
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children ‘played up’, the rest of the group would lose a certain privilege like a fun

activity.

The staff used the privilege system as a tool to pit us against each other. You
would get a hiding from the other boys if you were the cause of them losing a

privilege.

| ran away a few times from Weymouth. When | did, | didn’t know that the others
that stayed behind would lose their privileges. Weymouth is in the middle of
Manurewa and back then | didn’'t know my way around the area. Of the few times

| escaped | got caught close to the fence because | didn't know where | was

going.

When the staff took me back to Weymouth, they put me in a padded room for a

few hours before | got put into another locked room.

The locked room is smaller than the usual room you get when you arrive. It only
had a bed and the only time you got to go toilet, shower or food is when the staff
came for you. If you bang on the door you stay in the room longer. One time |

was in there for four days.

| didn’t get any schooling at Weymouth. The closest was an hour session a day
where we worked on work sheets which had puzzles and other activities on them.

The staff ran the workshops.

| am not sure how long | was at Weymouth for, but it must have been
approximately seven months. [t felt as though | was there for a long time. Being
in Weymouth gave you a warped sense of time. There was a massive wall
around the complex, and from the inside you couldn'’t see outside. You couldn’t
get an idea of what was going on and no one told you the time.

| remember that when | was discharged from Weymouth | was placed with a
family for a short period of time. | remember a man there!{  Gros1 . There
were other children at the family house that were the same age as me. There

a lot by him.
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| was only in Owairaka for a few months before | was transferred to “The Glade”
in Newmarket. | was disappointed by this because | thought | was going home.
| saw other boys go home from Owairaka and thought that | would be the same.

The way things were run at the Glade was a lot different to Weymouth, Hokio

and Owairaka.

The kind of boys that were there were a lot different. There were boys at the
Glade that were going to St. Peters and Auckland Grammar and some had high
IQs. They were at the Glade because they had behavioural problems, or their

parents were paying for them to be there.

The boys were older too and went up to 16 years old. Violence wasn't a big thing

among the boys like the other places.

Most of the boys | saw at the Glade were Pakeha and | remember a few Maori
boys there too. | also remember that there were a few of us Pacific Islanders in
there at the time.

At the Glade there was a ‘Rewards System’ where you could earn rewards

through your behaviour. If you behaved, you got to go on day trips.

There wasn’t that much bullying there but there was psychological and physical
abuse happening. There was a form of punishment that they called a “Michael
White”. The boy is told to sit cross-legged on the floor and place their arms in a
‘straight jacket position’. The staff members then stood behind the boy and
pulled their arms tightly repeatedly for an hour or two. After being in this position
for that amount of time, you would lose feeling in your body and become

unconscious.

The “Michael White” was always carried out by the person that ran The Glade

and another staff member. | went through this a few times.

There were a few suicides that took place while | was at the Glade. The one |
remember most vividly is a young Maori boy who | groc  ione day. On the

weekends most of the children could go home to their families or relatives.

Because this boy was always misbehaving, he wasn’t allowed to be out for the
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weekend. On this weekend the staff organised an off-site programme for the

boys that weren’t allowed out.

| went on the off-site programme, but the Maori boy stayed behind. He asked
me for my jacket and shoes because he was going to play in the gym with two
other boys that were staying behind.

When we got back from the day trip, we found out that he : GRO-C i He

was only found when the roll call was done on our return. He didn’t answer, so

we had to go around the home looking for him and | found him{___GRo-c ithe
roof.

The staff members had another boy l GRO-C

' GRO-C ; What always stuck with me is that he GRO-C

while wearing my jacket and shoes.

After this happened, the staff at “The Glade’ had a meeting with us about looking

after ourselves and talking to staff members if we thought someone was: Gro-c

GRO-C

To my knowledge, the guy that ran “The Glade” wasé GRO-B

GRO-B ! relating to children that were in his care. I' remember that he would

w“ﬁéFS“Bﬁéfﬂly discipline certain children when they misbehaved and that this

discipline would take place behind closed doors in his office with another staff
member. After children had gone through this, | could see a real shift in how they
behaved around the home.

On one occasion | was taken into the office, and | was abused while | was in
there. | remember that | went into the office with pants on and that when | left
the office, | was wearing shorts. [|'ve blocked out this memory and haven'’t
thought about what happened in any depth to avoid bringing it up again.

When | was at the Glade, we went on a day trip. As a surprise they drove me to
my parents' house. This was the first time | remember seeing them since going

to Weymouth. It was weird and awkward because | felt like a stranger in the

el
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house. The language and culture were still strong in the house. Since | was
away from it for so long, | wondered why they spoke like that.

83. | wouldn’t have felt like that if | was home all that time | was in care. | remember
my dad telling me that | was coming home soon and him asking if | learnt my
lesson. | said yes because | wanted to go back home.

Release from Care

84. | was at the Glade for about a year and after that | was taken back to my parents’
home. By the time | went back home | was 14 or 15 years old and had been

away from the family for about three or four years.

85. When | returned home,é GRO-A

GRO-A

| was free to do what | wanted, and | was able to sneak out at night time.

86. | remember feeling quite distant from my parents. | was expecting to just fall

back in line with everything at home but that didn’t happen. | had been gone for

GRO-A

GRO-A Everyone attended church except me.

87. It wasn't long before | got in trouble again. While | was at high school, | met a
girl that | was interested in pursuing. | began committing crimes at night to get

money so that | could impress her.

88. The stealing got worse because | was so good at stealing valuable property and
was able to sell the things | stole at school. Each time | went into houses | would

take more and more things.

89. The girl | was pursuing had told me she loved me. At the time | really craved the
feeling of being wanted by another person. She was the first person to show
interest in me and it was the first time | felt love.
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90. Shortly after fifth form (at almost 16 years of age), | was sent to Corrective
Training at Waikeria Prison, where | stayed for a few months. There was a lot of
abuse and violence there.

91. | began writing to her when | was in Corrective Training and when | got out, we
began seeing each other. | would fight her on her ideas about life because they
were so different from what | had learnt through my time in care and from what

my parents had taught me at home.

92. After a few months | returned home to my parents. Shortly after | ran away from

them and went to| GRO-A : where | had been promised a job.

93. In my adult life I've been sentenced to imprisonment twice. The treatment in
Prison was a little bit worse than what | experienced as a youth in care.

IMPACTS OF THE ABUSE

Relationship with Partner and Children

94. Because of the abuse | suffered while | was in care, | find it very difficult to trust
people. | can’t hold a job for very long and | find it very difficult to take orders

from others. This has also affected my relationship with my children.

95. My children were placed in their mother’s custody. My children being placed in
care came from issues in the relationship between me and the mother of my
children. For me, there was a lot of mistrust, insecurity and trauma that caused

a lot of instability in our home.

96. ; In_one of the vears befaore the children were taken from us, there were GRO-C

aRpL . Some of these involved violence, where | was

the aggressor and other times when my children’s mother was the aggressor.

97. During this time my two older children saw a lot of things that they shouldn’t have.
The two younger ones didn't see as much of the violence because things

improved between their mother and me.

98. | am currently dealing with Oranga Tamariki in relation to the custody of my
children. They have only recently transitioned back into my care. | believe that
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because of my history in care, the process of getting my children back was a lot
more difficult than it would be for someone who didn’t have the same history in

care as me.

99. It took about two years for me to get my children back. Partly because of my
background, | had to do courses, appear in Court and have meetings just so |

can have my children back.

Alcohol/Drugs

100. Not long after leaving the Glade, my older brother was released from prison, and
i GRO-A i. He was heavily into drinking alcohol

and smoking cannabis. He introduced me to these substances and showed me
how to drink and smoke cannabis.

101. | saw that my older brother and his friends were using alcohol and cannabis to
find some happiness in his life. When | saw this, | wanted that happiness too,
because it was something that had been absent from my life for such a long time.
My brother and | also began to bond through our cannabis and alcohol use, so

this reinforced it as something that was good at the time.

Relationship with Family

102. My time in care really affected my relationship with my parents. It had been so
long since | had seen them. When | was in Weymouth, Hokio and Owairaka |

don’t remember my parents coming to see me.

103. | still don’t know why this was, whether it was because they couldn’t access me
or because they didn’t want to come. | didn’t even know if | could contact them
by phone or letters. | didn’t know if they went back to Samoa or anything. No

one told me that | could contact them.

104. At first when | went into care, | resented my parents for putting me there. | kept
asking myself why they didn’t fight for me and come to get me. Maybe they didn’t
care. After | while | didn't care, and | eventually stopped thinking about going

home.
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105. | remember when | was moved from Hokio to Owairaka, | thought it was so that
| would be close to my family and that they wanted to see me. They didn’t visit
me at Owairaka so that added to my resentment of them.

106. Over the years | have tried to talk to my dad about my experiences in care. | see
that he starts to get offended when | ask him, so | stop and just leave it at that.

To be honest, if we were to sit and talk about that stuff, it wouldn’t change him.

107. When | moved back home after being at the Glade, my parents would give long
speeches and say things like, “You're not going to get anywhere in life” and “We

sent you away all those years ago and we can see you haven’t changed”.

108. When | reflect on my parents’ situation and how | ended up in care, | sometimes
think that maybe my parents had done all that they could and that they believed
there weren’t any other options left to help me. It was probably a situation where
my parents needed extra support to understand me and to understand why | was
behaving the way that | was.

109. After coming out of care, | wasn’t able to connect with my sisters. | felt like they

saw me and my brother as the bad eggs of the family. | GRO-A

GRO-A

110. Today, my level of contact with my family isn’t that great. | keep in contact with
my dad but not very often and it's mostly me deciding not to contact them.

Culture and identity

111. In the homes | didn’t hear much of the language and was not around many
Samoans. | wasn't given a chance to continue leaming about my culture. There

was nothing which helped me preserve and maintain my language.

112. In my time in care, | lost a lot of my culture. Before going to Weymouth, | was
able to speak Samoan fluently. It was my first and only language for so long. |

could hold a conversation and understand things.
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135. | think government should make an apology for the whole generation of kids who
are now just starting to find their feet. They can do that by example by putting
money into supporting families early and on every level and helping our Pacific
people. That wg_l_J__l_g_p_g_[pore meaningful to me because | see our younger ones

walking around GRO-A iassociating with colours and gangs etc. Those children

136. | think information about all support services should be made very clear and

repeated as well.

137. A copy of my written consent to use my statement is annexed to this statement.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into

Abuse in Care.

Signed: —

Dated:

19



