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School's inaction astounds
parents after alleged sexual
assault in toilets
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The 5-year-old boy is reported to be terrified at the prospect of returning te school and encountering the two older boys who allegedly sexually
assaulted him. {File pheto posed by model)
123RF

A 5-year-old boy was cornered in the tollets of his Waikato school by
two older puplls who allegedly pinned him down, beat him and sexually
assaulted him.

The shocked parents of the young victim have now puiled him out of the
school because — to thelr further astonlshment — the two alleged
perpetrators of the abuse have not been expelled or even suspended.

The couple say they believe the school’s principal is not taking their
son’s sltuation serlously because the parents of the alleged abusers are
Involved in the school community.

The school’s principal has declined to divulge anything about the
situation — Including why the alleged perpetrators are still at the school
— other than she was “working through a sensitive matter Involving
young children”.

The Waikato Times cannot name the school without leading to the
Identification to the young boy — or, for that matter, the older children
who allegedly assaulted him.

However, It can be confirmed the police and @#ranga Tamartkl have
Investlgated the incldent. The outcome of thelr investigations and what
— If any — actlons are being taken as a result remain, fer now, unknown.

The boy’s father said the attack happened on Friday, Aprll 28, In the
school tollets. He became aware something was badly wrong after his
son came home very upset, and kept pulling hls pants up.

As became apparent, he was dolng so because he had lost control of hls
bowel motlons as a result of belng sexually violated by the two older
boys, who are aged about & or ® years old.

The boy tearfully told his parents that he had been punched and kicked
by the older boys before being molested.

The couple took thelr son to Watkato Hospital fer an evaluatlon by a
paediatrician “and our worst nightmare was confirmed”.

Soon after they emalled the school’s principal asking for urgent action
to be taken.

“It has broken both [the boy’s mother] and myself to know that our son
has been beaten and molested In your school’s care,” they wrote.

“It s now your responsibility to take limmedtate actlon to address this
and make [the school] a safe place for our child and other children to
attend. The behaviour of these two boys who attacked [our son] 1s
extremely violent and dangerous to other students.”
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They were also astounded thelr son’s teacher was apparently not
concerned he was crylng in class following the Incldent, and had told
her he had a sore bettom. The teacher also did not Inform the parents
the bey was upset when they picked him up from schoel that day.

The boy’s mother had been empleyed in the educatlon sector and was
aware of the “red flags” that teachers needed to watch out fer.

“When a child who 1s nermally happy at schoel behaves like this, you de
net brush It eff and tell them they are tired and te get en with it.”

The couple sald thelr anger was cempounded by the lack of response
frem the school.

After meeting with the princlpal, they teok thelr son to an interview
with @ranga Tamartkl Investigators — whe subsequently informed them
the beys who allegedly abused thelr son had allegedly assaulted him on
previeus eccaslons.

The following day the father contacted the Ministry of Education to
follow up the case, but was told by staff they knew nothlng about it.

The next day they recetved an email from the principal.

“I wanted te touch base with yeu agaln (as I sald I weuld) and to glve you
assurances that I am not sitting idle on this serlous matter,” she wrote.
“It seems the wheels of progress and process in governmental
departments are eften slew.”

The principal sald she had met with ministry staft to develop a safety
plan for thelr sen and other pupils attendlng the schoel, and they alse
planned “te make some slgnificant changes to the way we manage the
way our toilets are used.

“@nce I have confirmatton from police and Oranga Tamariki that their
Investlgatlens are finished, then I am able te conduct my ewn school
investigatiens with the boys and any decisien around the consequence
for those students will be made after that.”

The couple had enlisted the help of thelr lawyer in thelr engolng
dealings with the school.

“@ur cencern Is the safety of all the kids at this schoel,” the father told
the Watkato Times.

Hls sen was horrlified by the prespect of returning to the scheol and
encountering the boys who attacked him.

“He’s not ready te go back. He has been traumatlsed.

“He used to be a bubbly, outgoing boy. New he is in a shell. He is the
victim and new he Is belng re-victlimlsed. New he has te change schools.

“These boys were twice his slze ... he had fingers or ether things rammed
up his bum, bastcally.”

The couple’s discussiens with @ranga Tamarikl staff had led them te
belteve the princlpal was “in denial” abeut the incldent.

The father sald he was asteunded the two boys allegedly Involved had
net been immedlately suspended.

“It feels like the system has falled our son ... These children can just gang
up and do their thing agaln.”

The scheol’s principal declined to respend te questlons asking why the
alleged perpetraters were still at the schoel, whether the schoel
contacted the pelice after the Incldent, and how the school’s
investigatien was preceeding.

“We are confident that our schoel is a safe space for all students,” the
princlpal sald.

“I can confirm that we have been working through a sensltlve matter
Involving young children. To ensure that it was handled appropriately,
we have worked closely with the Ministry of Educatlon, Oranga
Tamarikl, Child Matters and the NZ Police.

“We have alse llalsed with the familles. Oranga Tamarikl undertook an
investlgatien, which has only recently been closed.”

The scheol had reviewed supervislon across the school, Including
durlng break times.

“We requested and recelved additlenal funding for this from the
Minlstry of Educatlen.”

The scheol’s staff and board had booked a workshep with child Matters
“to further review our child protection policy te ensure it s as strong as
possible” and had brought forward a “Keeplng Ourselves Safe” child
abuse preventlon programme inltlally scheduled for later In the year.

Oranga Tamarliki, the ministry and the police were alse all approached
for comment.

Allson Crenin, Oranga Tamarlki’s regional services general manager
confirmed a report on the incldent had been recleved.

“An assessment was completed. For prlvacy reasons we cannot
comment further.”
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In a statement pelice said they were aware of the incident and “wtll
maintaln overslght of investigations by Oranga Tamariki and Ministry of
Education.

“Chlild safety is a critical 1ssue and the investigation of child abuse 1Is
given a high prierity by poilce.

Wwhen a report of concern is recelved, the safety and wellbeing of the
child is the first and paramount conslderation.

“Police cannot achleve this en its’ own or in isolatlen from other partner
agencles. An Inter-agency appreach Is necessary to ensure the child's
protectlon, enhance the acceuntability of the offender, and te enhance
the child's partial or full reintegratien Inte the family where appropriate.

Education ministry central deputy secretary Jocelyn Mikaere had a
similar response, but said scheols were self-governing.

eur role Is te provide advice, support and guldance whenever requested
through our Te Mahau (reglonal) teams. Our traumatic incident team has
been on hand providing support and advice to the school.”

- Stuft
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The fate of a $4 mlllion home being bullt by a former Black A truck deslgned to roll over any obstacles In tts path has
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