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family members when children are changing caregivers within whanau under the mandate of
Oranga Tamariki.

Another outstanding matter is the resourcing of plans for children in care and transitioning
out of care. There are often time-lag and resource constraints on important services. While
there are some wonderful plans created for children transitioning out of care, for example,
the contents of those plans are often impossible to operationalise, because the resources of
housing, income support, educational provision and health/therapeutic supports are simply
unavailable. In constructing its role as case manager or service broker rather than service
provider, Oranga Tamariki is often left with a good plan but no real way to make it happen.
While not all services are appropriate for Oranga Tamariki to provide, the key message is that
in the current fast-moving environment where the role of the state in relation to children,
and the meaning and form of partnerships with Maori are both in flux, the potential for
whanau to not receive the assistance they need is high.

Conclusion

This report has not addressed all the issues that impact on the care system. We have tried to
express our understanding of where things stand: the current conjuncture if you like. There are
challenges and risks at this important time. However, as argued here, we are on the brink of a
significant opportunity:

... as there was in 1989, to develop a world leading, te Tiriti-compliant, and socially
just child protection system. It won’t be given to us on a plate however: there is a
great deal of work to be done. (Hyslop, 2022, p.177)

The challenges not new, nor are they likely to go away. The decision to confront the challenge
of a post-colonial society is a question of courage and political will.
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