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|, Daniel Jordan Rei, state: -
INTRODUCTION

1. My full name is Daniel Jordan Rei. | have also been known as Daniel Jonathan
Van Wynbergen. | was born in Auckland on.  GRo-8  [1973. My iwi is Ngati

Toa Rangatira.

2. At various times between December 1986 and April 1990, | was under the care
and control of the Director-General of Social Welfare. On 6 August 1987, almost
a year after my first contact with the Department of Social Welfare, | was made
a State Ward. | was a State Ward until 8 January 1990.
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My mother's name is |~ cros1 | She was 17 years old
e e
My birth father i ;s - GRO-8-2 | . Pretty much everything | know about my

birth father | have heard from my mother | know that he was violent to her and
that he went to prison for manslaughter at around the time of my birth. | also
know that my birth father was in| ' GROB ~ |the sameas

me. | had very little independent knowledge of my birth father.

When my mother became pregnant with me, her family kicked her out. She went

to stay with my birth father and his family.

| was in Wellington for about 18 months when | was first born. My mother lived

with my father’s family in Porirua. | cannot remember this period.

| had a generally happy childhood, apart from a couple of experiences which

made things difficult for me.

When | was about___1__?_3____r_r_1__c_n__r_j_t_t_1_§__gl_q____r_ﬂy_mgﬁhger moved with me to Taranaki and
met my stepfather, ~~ GROB3 GRO B*’* lis Dutch and came to New
Zealand when he was just a young man. He took on the responsibility for Mum

and me.

GRO-B-3 later had two children together.

We lived in a small town, Egmont Village, in Taranaki. Egmont Village is about
12 kilometres out of New Plymouth, a tiny community. | would estimate there
are about 400 people who live there. It was fairly isolated growing up.
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ROSENDALE FAMILY HOME

18.  When | got to the age of 13, | was on the brink. | was acting out from the

sexual abuse and racial slurs | had experienced during my childhood.

19. Because | was playing up so much, my mother ended up contacting the
Department of Social Welfare about me, at the end of 1986. My mother had
had no contact with the Department of Social Welfare before and had

complete faith in the State.

20. On 22 December 1986, | was placed into Social Welfare care and admitted
to the Rosendale Family Home in New Plymouth. [WITN0245002] | was
initially at Rosendale for about a month, from December 1986 to January
1987. After that, | was there on and off throughout 1987. Because | was in
and out of Rosendale a lot, | have difficulty remembering exactly when some
of the specific events that occurred there throughout my stay took place.

21. | remember being sent there the first time. One day a social worker arrived at
our house and said something like: “You have to come with me”. | said: “who
are you?” Her name was Amanda. My mother told me that | had to go away
for a while and Amanda and | just got in the car and left. My understanding

was that the placement at Rosendale Family Home was temporary.

22. The Rosendale Family Home was in Rosendale Avenue, Ngamotu, New

Plymouth, a suburban area. It was run by an older couple called é-éﬁ?:éréand

~ GRO-C2

little supervision, and we could do whatever we wanted. Because of the lack

of support and attention | received, | gained the very definite impression that

the motivation for theéeno 1,z§to run the Rosendale Family Home was

financial.
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As well as physical assaults, | was also exposed to a lot of sexual activity.
Because of what had happened with my uncle, this was not the first time.
Nevertheless, | was just thirteen years old. The level of sexual behaviour

between the teenagers at Rosendale was extremely disturbing.

I would just walk in and see teenagers having sexual intercourse. This

or the TV room. It became normal and after a while it did not bother me,

although it did confuse me.

| remember seeing one of the boys at the Home behaving in a sexual manner
with two of the little girls who were there. These girls were sitting on the boy’s
knee and he was inappropriately touching them. This was in the living room.
These girls were just small children. The reason they were in the Family
Home was because their father had been abusing them.

Later on, the? ____________________________ GROB  and the word spread that he was in
there for raping his own sister. | do not know if thegééd-é;ﬂéé knew about the
behaviour of the boy towards these two girls. But théy defté'ihly knew he was
a “toucher”. The reason | know this is because the children and girls were not
supposed to let themselves be alone with the boy — not that Mr and Mrs ‘3“102‘:

followed up on this, given what | saw.

| lost my virginity at the Rosendale Family Home. There was a girl there. |

remember we were just sitting around one day, in the basement. She was

GRO-C-

sniffing glue. Mr and Mrsu ‘were out as usual. We ended up having sex

right there in the basement. It was after | had started high school and | was
13, but | cannot be more specific than that. | started sniffing glue that day and

after that | sniffed glue daily. It was cheap and easy to get.

| also remember that this girl and another girl whose name | cannot

remember, were older, about GRO-B iyears old, and were working as escorts.
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The girls who were working as escorts spent the money they made on drugs.
They gave me some of these drugs, which was the first time that | had used
drugs. The drugs were what | would describe as small-time, cannabis and
benzodiazepines.

Mr and Mrs -Gﬁﬁb*‘dld nothing about any of this. They just were not around.

They had thelr own private living room that we were not permitted to go to.

| smoked cigarettes for the first time at the Rosendale Family Home, about a
packet of cigarettes a day. Mr and Mrs GROC!tho smoked heavily
themselves, did not say anything at all about the smoking. | also drank
alcohol. Sometimes, the police would end up bringing us home from town

because we were so drunk.

On 28 January 1987, my first stay at Rosendale ended and | returned home
to my family. My mother and | also attended a meeting at Psychological
Services, and it was decided that family work was to be done by Mike
Nightingale. No further involvement by Social Welfare was thought necessary

at that stage.

Unfortunately, things did not go well at home. | was continuing to get into

trouble, and | was behaving in the same way | had at Rosendale.

| started college at New Plymouth Boys’ High School. My parents sent me to
a different high school from the other kids because of the racism. As far as |
can remember, all the other children in Egmont Village, went to Inglewood
High School.

From my perspective, high school seemed like a positive change. There were
students from the Pacific Islands, so | was no longer the only dark-skinned
student in the place. This meant that | was not tormented, nor was | the victim

of physical attacks.
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| did not know the boys’ names when they beat me, of course. | later came to

recognise their faces.

| did not want to stay at Hamilton Boys’ Home in case it happened again, and
| ran away as soon as | could. | waited until it was dark, then made my way
out and ran through the paddocks and stayed in a shed by a river for the
night. The next morning, when | was lost and wandering around trying to find
my way into town, the police picked me up. | was sent straight back to

Hamilton Boys' Home.

in the Secure Unit. Mri______(}_ﬁ?fj_jvas Maori and overweight. He had a
birthmark, which looked like a tattoo or a mole, in the middle of his forehead.
Mr GR°B4 slapped me around the face and ears and booted me from
behind. [ was then locked in a cell until staff came and unlocked me. | think |
was in the Secure Unit, all up, for a few days. | spent the days in the recreation

room and was then locked back in the cell at nights.

When | was released from the Secure Unit, four of the same boys who had

attacked me the first time, attacked me again. They told me that Mr@\__g_sg_—g—_;_»_g
had directed them to do it.

| ran away again. My records show that | ran away on 27 July 1987.
[WITN0245008] | was only away a night, again, because | got lost. | was
found by the police, returned, and put into the Secure Unit. My parents were

notified.

| remember that Mr E'"ééoﬁsq grabbed me, threw me against the wall then
down to the groundgrabbed me again and dragged me down the carpet,
down a corridor and finally came to a room, which he threw me into. This
was the Time Out room. The walk to the room was done roughly so my head
was whacking into things the whole way there. | had carpet burns all over
my legs and body from being dragged on the floor. | was holding on to his

arm and | think | was crying.
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The Time QOut room was narrow and looked like a storage cupboard. The
room felt a bit like a padded cell. It was as wide as the door itself and between
2.5 — 3 metres long. There was nothing in there except a built-in seat. There
was carpet on the walls and ceiling. It had a thick door. Mr | 6rRo-84 | locked
the door and | had to stay in the room overnight. There waswlg).é}é-l-}.énough

room for me.

There were no toileting facilities in the room. | banged on the door for ages,
but nobody came to take me to the toilet. | had to urinate and defecate in the
corner and sleep in my own waste. There was barely any room to stretch out.
The smell was terrible, so | supposed other boys had been in there and had
had to do the same thing. Later on, | was beaten by a staff member whose
name | do not remember, because | was unable to hold on. That was the

only time | was ever in the Time Out room.

for any mistake or wrong and | was the victim of assaults by him on a number

of occasions throughout my short stay at Hamilton.

As a result of what was happening, | became very paranoid and suspicious

and | started watching my back.

When the other boys beat me, staff did not intervene at all. | also saw other
boys being bullied, beaten, punched, and kicked by other boys and by staff
members. Again, staff allowed this sort of thing to happen when it was boys

attacking other boys.

In fact, staff at Melville seemed to encourage the fighting. It was a very violent

fight. We were supposedly there to play bull-rush or dodgeball, but in reality

what happened was that boys just had their lights beaten out.

| was constantly waiting for it to happen again, almost expecting it, ready for

people to attack me.
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my peer group. He considered that | would greatly benefit from a period of
time at Kohitere in which | could “learn not only skills but healthy behaviour
attitudes and expectations”. It was also noted that | was an able boy who
had good intellectual capacity, that my behaviour could be good, and | was
well-mannered. [WITN0245011]

90. Wiremu Kaitoa wrote another report on me dated 10 August 1989. This was
towards the end of my final stay at Kohitere. Wiremu Kaitoa stated that | had
been admitted to Kohitere in the first place for the purposes of: an
environment where clear boundaries were to be set with regards to my
behaviour; an education programme to provide me with academic and social
learning that | had missed out through truanting and changes of school; and
counselling regarding my turbulent family relationships. [WITN0245012]

91. My memories of my time at Kohitere do not in any way match with the
purposes for admission stated by Wiremu Kaitoa. Instead, | remember being
locked up a lot; being severely beaten on countless occasions; learning to
become violent; and learning to become a much better criminal.

Admission to Kohitere

92.  Admission to Kohitere was pretty much the same as it had been at Melville, |

was taken by staff, strip-searched, and given the run-down.

93. Kohitere seemed like Hamilton Boys’ Home but on a grand scale. There were

far more boys, more dormitories and a big, prison-like Secure Unit.

94. As the admitting staff were searching through my bag, they found a knife. |
remember that just before | was admitted to Kohitere | had been living rough
on the streets. | had had the knife (a machete) for protection. Thinking back,
| cannot understand why the police had not removed the machete as | had

been in the police cells before going to Kohitere.

95. Because | was found with the knife, | was immediately taken by MrfGRo_c.—; to
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were the lowest of the low when you first arrived at Kohitere. The sad thing

was that you had to become part of it, to overcome it.

118. Staff were at the very top of the pecking order and would give cigarettes to
the older bigger boys who had been there a while, to keep order. They had
their rules and regulations which they would stick to, on paper - although the

reality was quite different.

119. There was a culture of extreme violence and “no narking”, which staff
reinforced (I had also experienced the “no narking” culture at Melville). No
action was taken to punish or educate the boys who were hitting and I_t_)__eating
me. In fact, it was quite the opposite. Forinstance, | reported the first ‘Eeating
| received in the villa to a staff member, Miss' ero-c4 'who it into me because

I made the report.

120. Another time, | told MI’GROB? a big, Maori housemaster with tattoos,
about three boys who had beaten me up. IVIrGROB?went and told the
boys and they beat me up for “narking.” This was one of the first beatings |

Mr GRO-B-7 was an okay staff member, not as bad as some, but he firmly
stuck to the rules, and the “no narking” rule was firmly entrenched at Kohitere.

121. The response of MrGROBT Miss | GRO-C-4| and other staff meant that, from
the beginning, the culture of extreme violence and silence was reinforced to
me. The mentality was that if somebody was assaulted, they were not allowed
to say anything about who did it, or anything else. Narking involved the staff
having to do paperwork and getting your case officer onto it — which meant
that there would be documentation. It was much easier to say nothing, heal

up and move on.

122. Beatings like | have described above and other sick or weird treatment by
other boys went on solidly, two to three times a week, for the first three

months or so. This was while | was a “new boy”.
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Physical assaults — staff

127. The thing about the boys that distinguished them from the staff was that the
boys were predictable. For example, | would see the boys whispering to each
other and then looking at me so then | would know that a beating was coming.
Also, | was a new boy, and it was understood the new boys were put through
their paces. After a couple of months at Kohitere, as a result of increasing

my own violent behaviour, | was not beaten as often by other boys.

128. The staff, on the other hand, were completely unpredictable and beatings by
staff continued the whole time | resided at Kohitere. The beatings by staff

consisted of being hit, dragged, punched, and kicked.

129. The staff members who were physmaliy abuswe towards me were: Mr | Gro-88 |

Mr GR°B9 ~ GRO-B-10 :Mr,_GRO-B7 | MrMorgan; and Bob Coutts. | have

130. Mr GRO B-B was particularly severe. Mr GRO-B-8, was a Vietnam veteran from

~Gro8  and hewas also a distant relative of mine. A couple

of times he took us to hlS home and showed us photographs of scenes from

the Vietnam War.

131. When | was in the Secure Unit (I will describe in greater detail below my time
in the Secure Unit), Mr | GRO 34 would hit me with an alcathene hose. This
would happen when we were domg PT, for instance if we slowed down or

stopped, or for any other infringement of staff rules, or display of “attitude”.

132. Mr/cro-8-8)/would also punch me in the face and would stand on my face when

| was doing push-ups during PT. | also saw him do this to other boys.
Forestry

133. We were not encouraged to go to school. Instead, we went to farming or
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forestry. | worked in the forestry gang. Early in the morning, we would drive
out to forestry in a big J4 Bedford truck. It was about ten minutes from
Kohitere to the forestry depot and then another drive up to the forestry site.

 croB11  was the boss at forestry. Mr ‘eros12 and ~ GRO-B9 also

worked on forestry as instructors.

134. We would be made to get up really early, about 5am, regardless of the
weather. We were taken up into the Tararua Ranges and had a view of the

Arapaepae River far below.

135. Forestry at Kohitere was developed a long time before Occupational Safety
and Health was thought of, or at least it seemed that way to me because of
the way it was operated. We did not receive any training and there were no
safety measures or regulations in place. We were given axes and a file and
were sent to cut down trees. There were designated trees which we would

have to cut down.

136. | remember there was a tin hut at the top of the cliff where the road towards
the forestry site stopped. The tin hut was on the edge of the cliff, with a slope.

The slope was covered in clay, dirt, gorse bushes and scrub.

137. The rule was that as soon as we arrived at the site, the designated “tea boy”
would make a fire and put the billy (a baked bean can with number 8 wire) on

the fire to make tea.

138. On my very first day on forestry Mr'-"-t-;;d:é'-;‘éa massive Maori guy, told me |

139. Mr f__g_gnt‘)_fg_-g‘éstarted to punch and hit me. He grabbed me by the scruff of my
neck and the back of my jeans. He threw me off the cliff that | have just
described. | could not stop rolling because it was too steep. | rolled through
gorse and brambles, tearing up as | went. When | reached the bottom, | had

to then walk back up to the top again. The other boys were all laughing and
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clapping. This meant | was “in”. | had just had my first “flying lesson”.

140. On the way home, | was bleeding, and my teeth were loose after the fight and

“flying lesson” from!  Gro-8e | However, | could not report to anybody

what MrEGRO-B-séhad done, because that would make me a “nark” and | knew
by now that the result would be that worse would happen to me. As | have
stated, surviving the first flying lesson and keeping quiet about it, meant | was

ninr:.

141. The forestry instructors would regularly choose two boys and make them fight

each other. The fighting was full-on. Sometimes other boys would pick up

force me to fight other boys and would hit me.

142. During work it was not so bad. | just had to work really hard to avoid trees
falling on me from the other boys who were quite fast. If you were too slow,
some of the older boys behind you, who were quicker, would cut the trees on
top of you. | was injured on a number of occasions, such as when | was hit
by falling trees or branches. The axes we used had a resin in them that would

destroy our hands.

143. It was during break times and on the way to and from the site that | had to

145. In particular, | remember that one day | ran away, and | & o 'tracked

me down. He tackled me, smacked my head into a tree trunk, smashed a
rock into my cheek and then dragged me back, through the paddocks,
straight to the Secure block.

146. There was no routine to beatings by staff as | have stated. It was in return for



WITNO0245001-0025

25

a breach of their rules. For instance, if | mouthed off and said to a staff
member “get fucked” then | would be beaten. If | behaved myself and obeyed
their rules, such as not mouthing off, not narking, being obedient, not running
away, | would not be beaten. Staff did not have a schedule or timetable for

dealing out beatings. They would just happen.

147. Single punches to the jaw were the most common if it was a staff member by
himself. When more than one staff member was present, that was not a good
sign because it meant that each staff member knew the other did not care
what he did to me.

Verbal abuse - staff

148. Apart from the physical abuse by staff, | also remember that staff would run
me down and verbally they would run other boys down. | was regularly called
names, yelled at, threatened with violence and punishment, and put down by
staff members. Mr| GRO-B-13 |who was not violent to me, played with our
heads. He would go on and on about our futures, threatening us with sinister
sounding things that he said were going to happen to us in our futures,
namely our futures in prison.

Witnessing of abuse

149. As well as being beaten by staff myself, | regularly saw other boys being
beaten by other boys and staff. Staff members either provoked the beatings
or stood by and did nothing while they went on.

150. One time | saw a boy being severely beaten up in the Secure Unit byGROB10
5___9_'39?—_1_9__@ This boy was not the only boy | saw being beaten in Secure. There
were many, many others, because boys got beaten for running away. That

boy is dead now, though, and that beating sticks out in my mind.

151. | remember one time | ran away from the Kohitere Secure Unit with a couple

of other boys, trashing the place as we went. We were caught and placed in
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incident, probably because both affected me badly.
Secure Unit

158. When | was at Kohitere, | spent over two-thirds of my time locked in the
Secure Unit. | started to be called the “Block King” because | had been there
the longest.

159. There was nothing to do in Secure all day, just stay in my cell until | got
bedding in the evening (my bedding was taken away every day). There was
no systemic education and there were no activities. | was taken out of the
Secure Unit for school a couple of times. However, as | have stated,
schooling was not encouraged and most of us boys were out in the workforce.

160. @ GroBs |the big guy who | have already referred to, was in charge of
Secure. He would make us polish a big steel grille in the Secure Unit. It would
be impossible not to get water on it. When that happened, Mrgcao-s-séwould

come out and whack us with alcathene.

161. As | have already stated, | was repeatedly made to perform excessive PT in
Secure. This included being made to run a lot, do push-ups and other
exercises. This went on for hours at a time. If | did not complete the
exercises, | would be beaten by the staff involved. This took place throughout
the time | resided at Kohitere and at the Secure Unit. The staff were Mr

162. My time in Secure was well-documented. Also, my parents were regularly
told when | was in the Secure Unit, from 24 November 1987, when | first
arrived, until September 1989, when | left.

163. At one point, after February 1988, | asked that | be locked up in the Secure
Unit. This was because | was being beaten up all the time. | have seen a
letter in my records about Secure at the time. Even though | was in Secure

at my own request, my parents were advised that | was there because of my
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184. Also, we had to do PT every day and the PT in the Block was harder.

185. We were not allowed to smoke in Secure, whereas we were allowed to smoke

in the institution.

186. Taking into account all of the above, it is difficult to see how Secure was not
supposed to be a place of punishment. It was clearly considered, by staff and

boys alike, to be exactly that.
Grandmother’s care

187. On 18 August 1988, | was discharged from Kohitere to go and live with my
grandmother. There were a lot of adjustment issues for me, but | liked my
father's family. My grandmother and other family members were very
welcoming of me. | went from being the only Maori in GROB

struggling to fit in, to feeling very European in a Maori family.

188. On 8 December 1988, | went home to New Plymouth. | was there just a few
days before | headed back to Porirua. | was subsequently charged with

possession of an offensive weapon.

Back to Kohitere

189. During 1989, most of the time that | was at Kohitere, | was in the Secure Unit,

and the routine in the Secure Unit was as | have described above.

190. On 21 January 1989, | was remanded to Kohitere where | remained until 26
January 1989.

191. On 3 February 1989, | was remanded in Social Welfare custody and was sent
back to Kohitere. On 17 February 1989, | was admitted to the Secure Unit.

192. Inaletter dated 12 April 1989, to the Assistant Director of the Central Region,
the Assistant Director of Kohitere advised that | had been in the Special
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teasing from the other students at __GEO-_? | i "Primary School.

218. AtRosendale, | met older boys and girls who introduced me to drugs, alcohol,

and other activities.

219. |then went to Melville, where | was beaten by boys and staff and told not to

say anything.

220. | ended up at Kohitere, where | became desensitised to violence, learned
how to commit better crimes, and progressed to the point where | obtained
my first tattoo, which said “Fuck the World.” In sum, | became what | am, to
a large extent, because of the involvement of the Department, not in spite of
it.

221. | have seen a contemporaneous document, not written by a staff member
from the Department of Social Welfare, but by the New Zealand Police. This
was in early November 1989, just under two years after my first admission to

Kohitere.

222. The District Commander for the New Zealand Police complained about the
lack of supervision of me and other boys under the supervision of the
Department. The letter stated: “Daniel VAN WYNBERGEN has been in the
custody of the Department of Social Welfare since 10 August 1989 — custody
being the operative word, because since then he has committed a further 11
offences such as Burglary and Intentional Damage. Police enquiries have
established that although Daniel is supposed to be in Social Welfare custody,
he is free to roam the streets and live wherever he likes. He seems to us fto
be free to reoffend at leisure.” [WITN0245034]

223. This letter paints quite a different picture of what the Department of Social
Welfare was doing to help me in late 1989.

224. In fact, | believe a facsimile between social workers sent on 23 May 1989

more accurately presents how the Department of Social Welfare viewed my
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| feel as if there are always 2 Daniels. The first Daniel, who | never wanted to
be, is broody, dark, socially isolated, and sometimes violent. The other Daniel
is light-hearted, cracks jokes, smart and accomplished. | wish | was always
the second Daniel, but | have to live with the 2 sides of me because of the

abuse | suffered in care.

280. While | still find it difficult to talk about what happened to me in care, | am in
a better place now and want to contribute to the Royal Commission Inquiry.
My principal reason for doing so is because | want to make sure that no other

child in care is ever treated this way, ever.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me knowing

that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care.

Signeaf; Ro-C |
| |

Dated: 'O - 2 - 21

Annex B

Consent to use my statement

I, Daniel Jordan Rei, confirm that by submitting my signed witness statement to the Royal

Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, | consent to its use in the following ways:

e publication on the Inquiry website;

e reference and/or inclusion in any interim and/or final report;
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e disclosure to those granted leave to appear, designated as core participants and
where instructed, their legal representatives via the Inquiry’s database or by any
other means as directed by the Inquiry;

e presentation as evidence before the Inquiry, including at a public hearing;

o informing further investigation by the Inquiry.

| also confirm that | have been advised of the option to seek anonymity and that if granted
my identity may nevertheless be disclosed to a person or organisation, including any
instructed legal representatives, who is the subject of criticism in my witness statement in
order that they are afforded a fair opportunity to respond to the criticism.

[ ] Please tick this box if you are seeking anonymity.

GRO-C

Signed{; ............................

Date..f. Q..o .m.Z. b eeeinsveeseeraens



