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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF I DARRIN TIMPSON 

I, Darrin Timpson, say as follows: -

INTRODUCTION 

1. My name is Darrin Timpson. I was born on '------- ------' 

am 54 years old. 

2. In this statement, I set out my experience of being in the care of 

The Salvation Army at the Bramwell Booth Home in Temuka. I 

was at Bramwell Booth for most of my childhood, from 1971 to 

1982. 

3. I also outline my experience of seeking redress for this abuse 

through The Salvation Army's redress programme from 2003 to 

2009. 
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ABOUT ME 

4. I was born in the Chatham Islands. I identify as Moriori. 

5. I currently live in Christchurch. 

MY EXPERIENCE OF BEING IN CARE 

WITN0076001 0002 

6. Before going into care, I lived with my parents, brothers and 
sisters in Timaru. I am the youngest. I have 2 sisters and 3 
brothers. 

7. I don't have a lot of memories of my early life with my parents. I 
had a medical condition as an infant, 'water on the brain', and 
was flown from the Chatham Islands straight after birth to 
Christchurch fortreatment. We later moved to Timaru. My father 
was a fisherman. 

8. From what I have been told, my parents were both chronic 
alcoholics. They had very violentfights. I remember a couple of 
fights. One with my brothers holding on to me when they were 
having an argument. 

9. I only know how I came to be in the care of The Salvation Army 
from second-hand information. Mostly from reading my file. My 
brothers and sisters were already at Bramwell Booth and had 
been thereforvariouslengths of time. My parentswanted to drop 
me there as well but were told they weren't allowed to. I would 
have been about4 and a half.Apparently, theywentto visit my 
siblings for the weekend and left me there. Then they 
disappeared. 

10.1 became a state ward sometime after this. The Salvation Army 
couldn'tfind my parents to get money out of them. They made 
an application for my siblings and I to become state wards, so 
they could receive money for us from the state. 

11. My parents never came back to visit. The only visitor we had 
was my grandma in the early years. She would visit once a 
fortnight on weekends. This continued fora few years. 
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12.A lot of different staff came through the home while I lived there. 
Officers were rotated through Bramwell Booth around every 3 or 
4 years. 

13. The Salvation Amly had a handwritten ledger where they 
recorded when kids arrived and left the home. Before I left the 
home at the age of 16, I asked to look at the ledger, so I could 
work out how long I had been in there. I was at Bramwell Boo1h 
for 11 years, 5 months, and 27 and a half days. 

ABUSE 

14. The first couple of years at the home were the worst. This was 
when Captain Gainsford and his wife were in charge, along with 
Envoy Bezzant and his wife. It changed my attitude towards 
people, I wouldn'tletanyone near me. I losttrust in people. 

Physical and Psychological abuse 

15. Envoy Bezzantwas quite a big fellow. He was very violent. 

16.1 remember many occasions I was whacked on the back of the 
head for stupid things like having my feet up on a chair, or not 
doing my chores on time. This was always with a piece of wood, 
the insidewooden rail of a towel roller. Hewouldwalkaround1he 
dining room at dinner holding the stick. 

17. On one occasion this rendered me unconscious, and I had to be 
taken to the doctor. I was taken to the local doctor in town. 

18. I was also beaten when I was caughtin bed with my sister. I used 
to creep into her bed at nightwhen I had a nightmare, but if I was 
caught, I was given the strap or slapped around the ears. 

19.1 often saw other kids getting beaten. On one occasion, Bezzant 
hit a kid so badly in the bath that he nearly drowned. 
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20. 1 have a memory of bei n g  forced to wear n appies around the 
home and to school becau se I h ad wet my pants. I wou ld h ave 
been about 7. 

2 1 . 1 had 3 older brothers in the home. None of them loo ked after 
,-·-·-·-

me. We weren'tencou raged to look out for each other. I GRO-B 

GRO-B 

GRO-B 1- I wou ld have been around 7 years old .  

22.I GRO-B j. Fighting 
� -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -� 

between the boys was an en couraged th ing . Captai n Hobbs was 
a good one for this. He  seemed to enjoy seeing the boys fight 
and let them go for it. 

23. 1 spent a couple of weeks in h ospital in Christch urch after Hobbs 
bu rnt me with a barbecue .  I don ' t th i n k  itwas intentional , h e  was 
just careless. I was stan di ngaroundthe barbecu e with one of the 
boys from the h ome and Hobbs pu t  more methylated spi rits on it 
when h e  cou ldn't see the flame. It ju st went  woof. I got bu rnt 
arou n d  the neck. It's under my beard, you can 't real ly see 
anyth i n g  now. The other boy got it a bit worse. He was bu rntqu ite  
badly on the legs. They didn 't take h im to the bu m 's unit in 
Ch ristch u rch, ju stto Timaru . He ended up with qu ite bad scarring 
on h is legs. 

24. Staff would also g ive some of u s  alcohol .  I remember Envoy 
GRO-B-99 giving my brother and some of h is  frien ds a couple of 
dozen bottles of alcoh ol and letting them get bl ind dru n k. Some 
of th e staff wou ld give some of the girl ' s  alcohol. 

25.Punishment was often excessive. On e of the favou rites of th e 
staff was to put u s  in th e pit. There was a big hole outside, i n  tile  
garage for fixing cars . The staff wou Id  put  us  in  i t  and drive a car 
over it, so we cou ldn 't get o ut. Sometimes they left us there al l 
day. It happened to me 4 or 5 times. One time it was beca use 
an other boy an d I wou ldn't eat ou r porridge for breakfast. They 
saved it and gave i t  to us  for tea, but we sti l l  wouldn't eat it. As 
pun ishment, we were put in  th e pit. 
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Sexual abuse 

26. I did n 't talk to the oth er kids about the sexual abuse at th e time. 
We all kn ew it was going on . 

27. 1 was aware of wh at was h appening to the other chi ldren , way 
before anyth ing h appened to me. I remember lying in bed at n ight 
and staff coming  in and taki ng kids out. I may not have known 
exactly what was gol ng on being at that age , but I had some idea . 

28. Most of th e sexual abuse I saw happen to the other kids was 
from Gain sford . He didn't physical ly abu se us. In  fact, he was 
qu ite lovely towards the kids fol lowing sexual encounters. He 
gave us treats; we'd al l  end u p  with lol l ies. 

29. Th e  earl iest memory I have of seeing anythin g  h ap pen was ln 
the back field where therewas a play h ut. Th at's where Gain sford 
u sed to take the gi rls. 

30. We were outside in the tree next to the play hut. It was me and 
another boy from the h ome. We were playing  in  the tree, an d we 
peeked in  th rough the side of the h ut. Gai nsford was i n  there with 
one of the gi rls from the home. She wou ld h ave been maybe 1 0  
or 1 1 .  At the time, I didn't kn ow what I was looking at. I was too 
young to understand whatsex was. Now I know he was h aving 
sex with her. 

31 . I GRo-s I was sexual ly abused by Gainsford . She was a �-----

witn ess at h is tria l . 

32. The sexual abuse by Gainsford led to a cu ltu re  among the older 
kids th at this was normal practice, and it did continue after he 
left. Between us kids. It was the older kids doi ng  it with the 
you nger. Th e  older male residents wo u ld rape the smal ler, 
you nger residents. They became the abusers. 

33. 1 didn 'tsexu al ly abuse theother kids, but I d id bu l lythem. It would 
get physical on occasion . 
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34. Th e  sexual abuse th at happened to me was later in my time at 
the home. I th ink I wou ld have been about  8 or 9. I haven ' t told 
many people  about th is. 

35. The mai n offender for me was Captai n Hobbs. It fi rst happened 
wh en he offered to ch ange my room.  He told me I cou ld  move 
out of the dorms into a double room by myself. The room had 
access from the inside an d the outside, th rou gh the fi re escape. 

36. The fi rst time someth ing happened with h im was the day he 
moved me to the room. He to ld me that I knew the price of it. He 
forced me to give h im a b low job , then he h ad sex with me. 

37. I n ever to l d  anyon e .  l just shut my mouth . I 'd known it was going 
on with th e other ch i ldren. lt felt l ike more of a case of it was now 
my tu m.  I d idn 'tfeel l i ke I was offended agai n stas mu ch as some 
of th e other kids at th e time. I didn't l ike it. But  I th i n k  I had 
become a bit immun e. 

38. In later years , I knew what happened w asn't right. I kind of knew 
at the time that it wasn 't correct beh aviou r. Some of the g i rls in 
the h ome had to ld people earl ier on about the sexual abuse at 
Bramwel l  Booth . They ju st got sh ut down. So, I wasn' t  going to 
tel l  anyone at school or  anyth ing l i ke that. 

39. Th e  sexual abuse from Hobbs went on for about a year or so. 
You cou ldn 't predict when or how it was going to happen . It 
varied - an average of abo ut once a month. Sometimes you 
wou ld be by you rself, other times in a grou p. A cou ple of times, 
there wou Id be two or th ree of us  together. 

40 . Hobbs l iked to dress u s  u p. He gave us cl o th i ng  to put o n , that 
was h is kink. Sometimes he'd dress the males in  females 
cloth ing and get us to have simu lated sex (includ ing with guys). 
He would be sitting there watch ing and mastu rbating h imself. 
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41 .  One of the staff members fou nd women 's underclothes stuffed in 
my p i l lowcase. Hobbs h ad given them to me. He got them from 
the laundry. They must have belonged to one of the residents. I 
was questioned, and it went on record that I was having  psych 
issues. 

42. Hobbs didn 't want me speakin g to a psycholog ist. Wh o  kn ows 
what I might have told them? So instead of getting professional 
help , th ey decided I was lonely and gave me a stuffed toy. It was 
an easy way out for Hobbs . 

43 . Some of the other kids were sexu al ly abu sed by an other one of 
the staff members around th is time. His name was Ray Vin ce. I 
walked in on Vi nce with one of the girls from th e home having 
sex, but he never offended against me person al ly. 

44. 1 was 1 5  or 16 at the time. They were in his lou nge room. They 
were both naked. I was old enough to know wh at they were 
doing. 

45. Sometime around 2008,  I read that they had arrested Vin ce and 
that he was charged with historic  sex offences.  I went to Nelson 
pol ice station and I gave a statement to the police about what I 
had seen Vince do [WITN0076002]. 

46. 1 wou ld have gone to trial to g ive evidence, but Vin ce pleaded 
gu i lty to al l  th e charges and there was no tria l .  

47. 1 ran away from the ho me a couple of times. Th e  later years at 
the h ome weren't  that bad. But the damage had already been 
done. I didn 't trust any of th e staff members. I wouldn't let any of 
them get close to me. 

Neglect 
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48. 1 was made a state ward sometime after arriv ing at Bramwell 
Booth , but the Department of Social Welfare didn 't  p lay m uch of 
a role i n  m y  l ife. Th ey used to come on ce a month to Bramwell 
Booth and see the ch i ldren th atwere state wards. I don 't h ave a 
lot of memories about it. Apparently , they talked to me or maybe 
they ta lked to the staff about me because I don 't remember 
seei n g them th at often . I on ly know that they came month ly from 
reading my fi le, there were notes about th eir visits. 

49. At 1 6 I left Bramwel l Booth . I was sent to l ive with my uncle and 
au nt  i n  Ch ristch urch. I had never met th em before. I h ad no 
choice i n  th is. () , I,(];(_ 

� ,-.JC2.. -� .  
50. lh ey were both alcohol ics with a�eof kids of thei r own. They 

were ob l igated to take me as I was expected to leave Bramwell 
Booth at th at age. 

5 1 . 1  was th ere for about a year. I d idn't go to school . 

52. lh ere was no physical or sexual  abuse. More than anyth ing , they 
were neglectfu l . The house was a hovel . I th ink I was there to be 
an extra kid to clean up. I was on ly taken in for the extra money 
they wou ld receive , from the state. 

53. 1 started to get in  with some of the wron g people. I d idn'twant to 
be at home. My u ncle an d au nt were always dru nk. 

54. 1 had a cou ple of en counters with the Deparbnent of Social 
Welfare after I left Bramwell Booth. One time they gave me some 
clothing.  The next time I remember seeing them, I was signed 
off. 

IMPACT OF THE ABUSE ON ME 

55. Looking  back, I can sit here an d say that I wou ld have l iked a lot 
of things to be different. My time in  the h ome ,  and the abuse I 
experienced , shaped my enti re l ife. 
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56. It sti l l  affects me today. I don 't go out. I stay at home. I feel a 
need to control my envi ronment. I don 't go where people gather 
- to th eatres, or swimming pools or pu bs .  I hate havi ng anyone 
stand ing beh ind me . I struggle to form relationsh ips with people. 
I don 't trust anyone. 

Family 

57 . I don't h ave any con tact with my parents.  I don 't know if they are 
sti l l  a l ive. 

58. 1  h ave l imited contact with my brothers and sisters. Even today, 
I don 't have a close, lovi ng relation ship with them. I kn ow where 
most of them l ive, but don 't h avetheir phone n u mbers. I wou ldn't 
just pick u p  the ph one and give them a cal l .  

s9 . I GRO-B 

GRO-B 

60 . 1 don 't tru st anyone. Especial ly peop le in auth ority. I keep 

everyone at arm's length . 

6 1 . 1 haven't had any lasting relationships. Th e  l ongest relationsh ip I 
h ave h ad was 3 weeks. 

Prison 

62. I 'm 54 n ow, and I fi rstwent to prison at the age of 1 7  or 1 8. I have 
spent mu ch of my adu lt l ife in  prison.  

63. My time at Bramwel l  Booth prepared me to go to jail. I learnt to 
be qu iet, n ot to trust people ,  not to go into a dark room alone. 
Prison was l ike the home, but withoutthe abuse. I got told  when 
to go to bed , when to wake up, and my mea ls  were provided . It 
was easy. I got told what to do. 
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64. 1  was mostly sent to prison for fraud an d dish on esty offen ces, 
and some theft. I got told th at I came into the top 1 % of New 
Zealand's crimin als because I had amassed over 500 
con viction s fo rdishonesty offences. It's not real ly a distin ction I'm 
pro u d  of. 

65. 1 was n ever a violent offender. I didn 't want to repeat on anyone 
else wh at had happened to me. I knew how it made me feel at 
the time, how it screwed me u p. 

66. 1 th i nk  early on my re-offending was related to a desire to return 
to prison.  I felt u n safe outside of prison. It wasn't u nti l  late 2000 ,  
after I received some cou n sel ling ,  that I decided to move forward 
a n d  try an d stay ou t  of prison. 

67. 1 don 'tth ink I wou ld have gon e to prison at a l l  if I 'd had a d ifferent 
u pbringing. It was an easy p lace to hide. 

Employment 

68. 1 have stru ggled to get fu l l  time employment. People see my 

conviction record and don't want  to h ire me. I have had jobs off 
and  on , l i ke tru ck d riv ing.  But  it has been d ifficu lt for me to find 
stable fu I I -time employment. 

69. 1 h ave also fo und it hard to deal with govern ment departments. 
Th ings l ike going and getti ng a benefit were difficult for me. My 
time at Bramwel l  Booth left me with no tru st of anyone in 
auth ority. 

Health 

70. 1 started h aving pan ic attacks at 8 years old. 

71 . 1  fi rst received cou n sel l ing in  prison . Some of it was mandated 
cou nsel l ing . Most of the cou nsel l ing in pri son,  I 'd just gone along 
with to appease the system. 
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72 . The fi rst effective counsel li ng I had , that real ly made a d ifference, 
was with Pau l Oxn am. It was on ly real ly with Pau l th at the 
cou nsel l ing real ly impacted me. I wanted to make a chan ge and 
to try and get my l i fe sorted. It was a pivotal moment in my l ife. 
Si nce then , I've on ly been back to jai l one other time on one 
charge. I learnt to cope with it al l  a lot better and began to 
understand that jai l  wasn 't the answer. It was th e first time I had 
told anyone about the sexu al abuse, but even then, I d idn't talk  
about everything th at happened to me. [WIT N0076003] 

73. The first attempt I made to take my own I ife was in  my twenties. 
I fel l th rough the cracks in  the system. There were a couple more 
su icide attempts over the years. I was i n  jai l ,  and  a lot of what 
h appened in my past was sitting in the back of my head. I felt l i ke 
there was n o  rea l outlet. Th at n o  one was real ly l istening to me. 

74. One was a seriou s attempt. The other two not so mu ch . Th ey 
were a l l  related to my time in care, or the effects that h ad on my 
l i fe .  I felt th at my l ife was a waste of time, I started to ask what 
the point of it all was. 

75. 1 don 't dri nk  a lcohol at a l l .  I 've taken a few drugs over the years, 
but l ' ve never been a user. Bramwel l  Booth taught me one th ing. 
To control my own envi ronment. Don't let peopleget close. Being 
under th e  i n fl uence ,  didn't let me do that, so I don 't dri n k. 

76 . I 'm not getti n g  any help now. There is n o  h elp  anyone can give 
me. I 've ta lked it al l out to a degree. I'm now in a position with my 
l ife that I've accepted what h appen ed. I can't chan ge it. 

REDRESS PROCESS 

The Salvation Army 

77. ln 2003, whi le  I was in prison , I met with Mu rray Hou ston from 
Th e  Salvation Army . 
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78. 1 d idn 't tel l  h im about a l l  the abuse. For years I had been told th at 
noth i ng  wou ld happen to those that abused us because of the 
uniform they wear. It wasn 't u nti l the Gain sford trials in 
2003/2004 that I felt that I wou ld be bel ieved . Or even that some 
of my memories were real. That it did actu al ly happen . 

79. When I was released from prison in  2003,  I was put  u p  in  a 
Salvation Army home for arou nd 2 weeks. They eventually 
rented a fl at for me and h elped me with fu rn iture, the bond ,  and 
some rent 

80. We n ever had a written ag reement. The Salvation Army 
assistan ce was cut off after a time. 

8 1 . In 2006 , I contacted Cooper Legal. I h eard about th em through 
word of mouth . I heard that Sonja Cooper was doing a whole lot 
of legal  stuff with abu se in  care. 

82. l d idn ' t  tel l Cooper Legal everyth ing about the sexual abuse by 
Hobbs at Bramwell  Booth . In my opin ion , I d idn 't see the n eed to 
go i n to detai ls. And H obbs was dead . I didn 't see the point. I 've 
gone into deta i ls in th is statement n ow, as I hope th at Th e Royal 
Commission could possib ly h elp  someon e in th e futu re to not be 
in my position . 

83 . 1  was frustrated by how long th e redress process took. 

84. In 2009 I had an  interview with Mu rray Hou ston and someone 
else from Th e Salvation Army in  Wel l ington. I th in k he was a 
reti red member of the Army. 

85. 1 d id n 't te l l  th em everyth i ng  about the abuse .  Mu rray didn 't seem 
too interested [WITN0076004]. My impression was that they just 
wanted to get it over and don e  with. Don'tget me wrong, I wasn't 
forth coming .  I was a bit h osti le .  I didn't, and sti l l  don't, h ave any 
faith i n  Th e Salvation Army. 

86. 1 wanted compen sation , and to see photos of the home, and get 
copies. I had already been th rough counsel ling , and I d idn ' t  want 
any more. 
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87. 1 was offered arou nd $20,000 and The Salvation Army were n ot 
wi l l ing to negotiate. I n  the letter of offer from Mu rray Hou ston to 
Cooper Legal it was made clear that this  was not a negotiation 
[WIT N0076005]. 

88. 1 knew oth ers had got more. I ended u p with aroun d $1 6 ,000 after 
legal fees .  [WITN0076006] 

89 . At th e time I needed the money. It was made clear that it was 
take th is or get n oth ing. I h ad spent most of my adult l ife in and 
out of prison and I owned very little. I also had a few debts. 

90. 1 don' t  remember getting  an apology. I wasn 't too fussed about 
getti ng  an  apology. I wou ldn 't have bel ieved it even if they came 
up to me to say sorry. More than an apology, I want an 
acknowledgement by The Salvation Army of the abu se th at 
h appened whi le ch i ldren were in their care .  

91 . Looking  back n ow. I wish I had taken them to cou rt. I wantpeople 
to see wh at they h ad done and were doing.  I want  them to pay. 

Accident Compensation Corporation 

92. Another lawyer did my ACC claim. Every couple of months I get 
some money from th em. 

Department of Social Welfare 

93. I was also a state ward. I n ever got any compensation from the 
Department of Social Welfare. 

94. My in itial understanding, when I signed with Cooper Legal was 
that my claim was against th e  Department of Social Welfare. 
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95. They d idn 't fol low th rough with that becau se there was a case 
that went to t rial a nd  d idn't succeed. It was two brothers . They 
were in a different i nstitution. I h eard back th at apparently th at 
cou ldn't proceed against the Department of Social Welfare 
becau se of some legal reason. As far as I remember, the cla im 
with them didn't go ahead. 

OTH ER ISSUES 

96. So many of the kids I knew from The Salvat ion Army are dead, 
fro m  su icide or  d rug  abu se. A lot of them are doing l ife l ags in 
prison . 

97. I 've been through a l ot. 1 can ' t  ch ange wh at h appened to me. I t  
screwed me up.  Butmaybe tel l i ng my story wi l l  help  some of th e 
kids coming th rough the system now. 

98. 1 th ink part of it, with Th e  Salvation Army, was their focus on the 
fin ancial aspect of having chi ldren i n  thei r care. They spen t more 
time ch asing money th an taki ng  ca re of me. Th ere needs to be 
more oversight. 

99. 1 do n 't know whatthe an swer is. 

Statement of T ruth 

Th is statement i s  tru e to the best of my knowledge and belief and was 
made by me knowing that it may be u sed as evidence by the Royal 
Commission of In qu iry into Abuse in Care. 

S igned �-
-

-
-L_ _ __ 

G
_
R
_o_

-c 
_ ____ _ _  _j_l ___ _ 

Dated : 2� � C/ · 2 0 ':20 • 
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