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| remember this guyGROE” He was said to be a paranoid schizophrenic, and
he used to get ECT all the time.

. GRO-B-2  would get it all the time for running away. He was called

“roadrunner”. He would get the electrodes on his legs. We would see him the
next day, and then he would run away again. | saw him once and he'd been
knocked out and so he was carried up into the padded cell. We were once taken
into the surgery, and GROBzwas comatose on the bed and we were told, “This

is what'll happen to youguys, too.”

Drugs
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I might not have got ECT for punishment but | did get drug injections for
punishment. | remember one time | was punished for misbehaving, but | was
just being a normal 13-year-old boy, running around, being noisy and playing.
Me and a group of other boys were taken back to the villa and told to wait
outside the surgery. | remember the deathly silence as the six of us waited
for our turn to go in and get punishment. Just standing in the queue and waiting
was horrible. The line would get smaller and smaller, and the whole time we
would be listening to the cries of the other boys from behind the closed door.
There was nowhere to run, and we knew we couldn’t escape the pain that was

about to come.

When it was my turn, | was taken into the surgery and held down by a nurse,

GROB100' while another nurse, Steve Hunt, administered the paraldehyde

injection. It had a very distinct smell. | would recognise the smell today. | only

ever received this one time, and that was enough.

Getting paraldehyde in the arm is excruciatingly painful. I've had two hips
replaced and spinal surgery, but that pain was something else. | remember
screaming from the intense burning in my arm. It was horrible — | guess like

pouring boiling water into your arm.

| was scared shitless. After this | tried not to misbehave again at Lake Alice. |
withdrew inside myself and just did as | was told.
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34 | remember we would be on our breaks and just sitting on the steps outside.
There would be some of the adults who had been locked up in Lake Alice
walking past us. If they had wanted to, it would have been easy for them to do
anything they wanted to us. Luckily, that didn’t happen to me. | just kept to

myself and didn’t communicate with them.

35 This is pretty much the approach that | took at Lake Alice. It was the only way
to survive. | had no family. The only person that | trusted in there was another
boy who was in my Villa,]  GRO-B . We became very close friends in
Lake Alice and looked out for each other. We have recently reunited and talk

almost every day.
How | left Lake Alice

36 For seven months, | was exposed to the stresses of life in a psychiatric hospital,
dealing with the threat of ECT and drugs as punishment, actual drug
punishment, and generally, the horror of being locked up as a child against my

will.

37 On 11 December 1974, D G Page, on referral from Leeks, prepared a Psych
report in order to be considered for discharge and educational placement
outside of Lake Alice. The report notes that | was above the intellectual scale
and the only thing affecting me was my home life and the fact that | was
suffering a bit from depression because of the way | was treated at home. (D G
Page Psychiatric Report dated 11 December 1974 [WITN0316011])

38 In November 1974, | understand that dad approached social welfare and
requested that a section 12 agreement be prepared for me. [WITN0316004])
He entered into that agreement on 29 January 1975 (Department of Social
Welfare, Section 12 Agreement dated 12 January 1975 [WITN0316012])

39 | found out later that my mum didn’t know anything about me being admitted to
Lake Alice or my dad trying to section 12 me. It actually took her a long time to
even find where | was. | understand that, when she found out, she contacted
the doctors so that she would get custody of me. My dad agreed, and the
section 12 agreement was terminated. | went with my mum. [WITN0316005]).





















