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Witness Name: Anthony Edward Sutherland 
Statement No: WITN0029001 
Dated: 

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE 

FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF ANTHONY EDWARD SUTHERLAND 

I, Anthony Edward Sutherland, formerly of the New Zealand Police, will say as follows: 

1. I was borrl GRo-c ! 1947, in Whanganui, New Zealand. I am now 72 years old 
and live in Melbourne, Australia. 

2. I have been asked to make this statement regarding several incidents regarding 
Holdsworth School and Lake Alice Hospital in which I was involved whilst a 
member of the New Zealand Police. These events took place some 45 to 50 years 
ago, so this account consists of events, facts, and memories, that I have tried to 
recall to the best of my ability. All matters related are true and factual. If I am not 
clear as to a detail I have tried to make that clear. 

My Service in N.Z. Police. 

3. I was employed by the NZ Police Department from when I commenced my 
training as a cadet in January 1965 through to my resignation in mid-1979. 

4. My training lasted some 18-19 months at the Trentham Police Training SchooL 
On graduation I was posted back to my home town of Whanganui. On my 19th 

birthday I was sworn in as a Police Constable. I undertook general duties working 
a standard 5-week roster and working under various Sergeants who in turn • 
reported to the Senior Sergeant. The Senior Sergeant reported to the District 
Commander. 

5. Around 1970/71 I applied for the position of Juvenile Crime Prevention Officer 
(JCPO). The role of JCPO was combined with Court Orderly. These are two 
different and distinct roles, and both were shared duties by the one officer. From 
time to time I continued to take part in other general duties as and when called 
upon. Eventually the role of Court Orderly was taken on by someone else and I 
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was thereafter made the full time Youth Aid Officer (YAO) for the Whanganui 
Pol ice Station . I think this full-time appointment happened about late 1 973. 

6. The Youth Aid Section (YAS) was a d ivision of the Pol ice formed to pick up the 
pieces of a h istoric d ivision cal led Juveni le Crime Prevention . YAS began an 
initiative focused on looking a t alternatives to prosecut ion for juven i les reported 
for minor offences. 

7 .  The YAS together with the then Child Welfare Department and the Maori Affairs 
Department combined to consider a l l  matters relating to juven iles (under 1 7  
years) in a weekly conference and then to make a recommendation as to 
potential Pol ice action against the offender. This recommendation was in  writing 
and forwarded to the District Commander of the Whanganui Pol ice Distri ct who 
made the final decision as to d isposal of the matter, prosecution or otherwise. 
I n itia lly when set up the conferences were weekly. I met with the Whanganui 
head of the Ch ild Welfare, Mr  Eric Medcalf, and the local sen ior officer in Maori 
Affairs in a weekly meeting held at the Ch i ld Welfare Office. I can no longer 
remember the name of the senior Maori Affa i rs officer. In late r  years the weekly 
conferences were with Mr  Ray Wa l lace , the second in charge of the Ch ild 
Welfare Department in Whanganui .  During my day to day work I met with and 
was involved with al l the field welfare officers from both the Ch i ld We lfare and 
Maori Affa i rs departments. 

8. As another part of the Y AS I was expected to talk to ch i ldren in classrooms in  the 
various schools from preschool (kindergarten) th rough to secondary schools. 
Towards the end of my time in YAS I was speaking to some 3000 p lus children 
a year in school vis its arranged by me and the schools i nvolved. 

9. I also spoke at least once a week to parent and other groups wherever I could 
find them for example at school parent teacher meetings and at the Lions Club. 

1 0. I sought out other activities where I thought I could l ift the profile of the Police 
within our community. I wa$ known throughout the Whanganu i  City community 
for what I did , and in fact I was sought out by various groups to become involved 
with their activities .  I d id radio appearances and appeared in articles in the loca l 
paper. 

1 1 .  I reported directly to the District Commander. I n itial ly th is  was Superintendent 
Keith Vincent and then on his retirement, he was replaced by Superintendent 
Bryan Dean. 
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Holdsworth Boys Home. 

1 2 . I got i nvolved with the Holdsworth Boys Ca re Home, as a result of my desire to 

ta lk to chi ld ren i n  classroom situations. Holdsworth was situated on St John's 

H i l l ,  in Whanganui .  I do not recal l  the date of the contact and subsequent 

i nvolvement. In agreement with the Principal , whose name I cannot remember, 

it was agreed I wou ld tal k  to the i r  " inmates" i n  the classroom. From my memory 

these boys we re 1 O years or younger. This was a long-term project. When I 

made my first v is it to a class room ,  I i ntroduced the boys to a sheet of paper 

which had a border outl i ne and a stick d rawing of a pol i ceman . [ asked the 

chi ldren to d raw a p icture of themselves and nearly a l l  the kids in the class tu rned 

the p age over and drew the p ictu re of themse lves on the back. I asked why this 

was and they al l  replied as one "we don't want to be seen wi th a cop" . 

1 3 . One boy ,  whose name I cannot recal l ,  exp la ined that when I was fi n ished with 

the class I wou ld probab ly  g ive them another sheet of paper  and  ask the m to 

d raw themselves aga i n  and  I wou ld  be ab le  to show everyone how much closer 

the student  figu re was to the Po l ice man .  

1 4 . While I was worki ng with th is  g roup try i ng  to break d own barrie rs between "the 

you ng crims" and the "Pol ice Depa rtment' ,  for my own i n te rest I was d o ing some 

resea rch on the " King  P in  phenomena" . My understand ing was th at every 

i nst itution , whe re the re a re u i nmates" , deve l ops a " Ki ng  Pi n " ,  who i s  the " head  

honcho" that every i n m a te e ither respects and  o beys o r  pays a p ri ce . I wanted 

to see if such a system ex i sted i n  the H o ldswo rth i nsti tuti on  - the boys be ing so 

you n g .  Th is resea rch was n ot fo rm a l  o r  reco rd ed ; it on l y  com m e n ced  fo ll owing 

con ve rsat ions  with othe r peop le .  

1 5 . I was surpri sed at the d ive rg e n ce from no rm a l ity with the i n stitut iona l ised th i n ki ng 

th at existed toward s the Ho ldsworth boys . Even att hat leve l ( 1 0  yea rs ) , those 

chi ld re n we re a lready seen as be ing beyond recovery. It was a prison menta l ity 

rather tha n a reha bi litat ion and recovery focus. It wa s a s  if the staff saw the kid s  

as a lost ca use . My observations we re fro m my involvement overa ll w ith the 

inst itu tion , w ith the te achers , the p r incipal , and the ch i ld ren . 

The points system at Holdswortlh and the lake A l ice Chi ld and Ad olescent U nit. 
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1 6 . I remember one case of a young boy I worked with . He  was in the care of the 
Chi ld  Welfare Department. He was brought to my attention because of some low­
level offend ing . When I visited him , the young boy reported both physica l  and 
verba l  abuse from both h is mother and stepfather. He had accused his stepfather 
of doing "weird th ings" i n  the house and referred to an i ncident where h is mother 
had d iscovered a calendar spontaneously go up i n  flames . My i nvestigations 
concluded that the boy had been responsible for th is .  After he went before the 
court, he was sent to Lake Al ice Chi ld and Adolescent Unit. This musthave bei:}n 
done by the Mag istrate . I cannot remember any date regard ing th is i ncident .  

1 7 . The on ly other involvement with the Lake Alice Chi ld and Ado lescent un it I can 
reca l l  was a conversation I had one day i n  the early 1 970s at Holdsworth with a 
staff member I th ink was the Assistant Principa l  at the time , John Drake . I am 
qu ite sure it was John Drake that I spoke to . H i s  is the on ly name that I have in 
my memory that I associate with Holdsworth . We walked through the foyer a rea 
and on the wall was a list of the inmate 's names and beside each one there was 
a number. We d iscussed some of the boys and I asked what the numbers 
meant. Mr Drake told me it was a points system wh ich let the boys know when 
they were go ing to leave the institution .  There was a certa in number of points 
that each boy had to obta in before he could go home or be released . He 
explained that the points were control led by the "house masters" and  h imself i n  
particular. He said an inmate "mysteriously" got the right number of  points when 
the management team decided he cou ld go home. I bel ieved the points system 
was an i l lusion . I understood the system and the positive way it cou ld work -
but I a lso real ised how it cou ld be used negative ly with the message to the boys 
"behave/comply o r  you wi l l  lose points" . I asked Mr  Drake what happened if a 
boy had negative points on the board .  He repl ied , "Oh then that inmate goes to 
Lake Al ice fo r treatment and let me tel t  you he comes back with a much better 
attitude . "  I cla rified d id he mean Lake Al ice Mental Hospital , and he agreed . I 
was shocked . He saw my reaction and stopped the conversation . 

1 8 . At the next weekly conference , I had with the Ch i ld Welfare Department I 
mentioned the conversation I had with Mr  Drake regarding the Holdsworth points 
system. Ray Wallace, who chaired the meeting , shut me down and sa id the 
matter was one for Holdsworth and not part of h is  agenda.  I sought to d iscuss 
the matter further; that ls , the action of send ing ch i ld ren to Lake Al ice from.. .. 
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Holdsworth. Mr Wal lace would not discuss or al low it to be discussed at the 
meeting which shocked me. Mr Wallace understood what was happening at 
Holdsworth , l bel ieve he had knowlE!dge prior to my ra is ing the matter, that is , 
with reca lcitrant chi ldren and the involvement of Lake Al ice. What a lso 
concerned me about the stance he took was that I knew Mr Wallace personal ly . 
For example , I went sa i l ing for a fortnight with him in  his yacht off the coast of 
Auckland for a two or th ree-week period .  I be l ieve that the Chi ld Welfare 
Department i n  Whanganui was motivated to keep the d istrict squeaky clean. At 
this time , I had no knowledge of the apparent shock treatment and I am not sure 
if Mr Wallace knew or not. 

1 9 . I also raised the Holdsworth Po ints system with Eric Medca lf and h is response 
was to say it wasn 't h is area of responsibil ity . 

20. Unhappy with this response , I then raised the Holdsworth situation with my two 
senior officers , Inspector John Turner and Superintendent Bryan Dean on 
separate occasions. I mentioned it to I nspector Turner over d rinks at a pub and 
he told me we should let the welfa re people look after welfa re issues and we 
should focus on Pol ice Work. Sometime later I was invited into Superintendent 
Dean's office at Whanganul Pol ice to have a whiskey and discuss a number of 
matte rs. I ra ised my concerns with Holdsworth and said the whole culture at 
Holdsworth needed to be looked at . Mr  Dean's response was the same as that I 
received from Inspector Turner, he told me it was not real ly a Pol ice matter. The 
impression I was left with was not that anyone in Police wanted to cover-up what 
was happening with the Holdsworth 's points system , rather my senior officers 
didn't consider it was an issue re lated to Pol ice duties .  

2 1 . I had no deal ings with Lake Al ice Hospital staff regard ing the Holdsworth points 
system. I d id not know of the shock therapy treatment at Lake Alice nor that it 

was used for punishment. If I had known about the nature of Lake Al i ce 
treatment, I would have gone straight to Superintendent Bryan Dean to try and 
find out if the treatment was appropriate for ado lescents and chi ldren in the care 

of the Chi ld Welfare Department. Had I not been listened to , I wou ld have 
escalated the matter to Police National  Headquarters through the Inspector in 
charge of YAOs national ly. 

22. I remain shocked that if a ch i ld cou ld not succeed in the prison environment of 
Holdsworth , a housemaster had the abi l ity to send . .  .tbem . . .  t.o § . . .  .P.$Y9.0i.c,ltric:: . . . . .  A 
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institut ion as punishment. I was surp rised at my own naivety upon leaving 
Holdsworth , especial ly my lack of awareness about how draconian it was. 

23. Sometime after th is ,  my elder brother Tom visited from Palmerston North. He 
was also a YAO. I informed him of what I had observed at Holdsworth . We then 
made a request to visit Holdsworth to attend a dinner and eat with the chi ldren , 
which was granted. When we d id attend , the staff were sul len and negative. We 
also ate separately from the chi ldren . Tom is now deceased. 

Summation 

24 . I am frustrated that my repeated attempts to raise concerns over the re lationship 
between Holdsworth School and Lake Ali ce Hospital were shut down by people 
in authority. I have no problem relating the above incidents and I am truly 
shocked at the activities of the Lake Al i.ce Child and Adolescent Un it. 

Statement of Truth 

Th is statement is true to the best of my knowledge and bel ief and was made by me 
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Roya l Commission of Inqu iry into 
Abuse ,in..C.:;irA�---�-----

SigneJ 
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