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OPENING ADDRESSES

CHAIR: Mr Mount, good morning.
MR MOUNT: Good morning, Mr Chair, good morning

Commissioners. Day 9 of this hearing and we have
three witnesses scheduled. The first will be

Mr Mike Ledingham and after Mr Ledingham we have
Professor Des Cahill and Dr Peter Wilson, led by
Hanne Janes.

I will say a couple of words if I may about the
evidence today. The focus today is obviously on
faith-based institutions and abuse in that context. But
it would be wrong to think of abuse in the care of State,
the State, and abuse in the care of faith-based
institutions as two completely separate categories. What
we know is that, in fact, many people experienced both
forms of abuse and many people transitioned through both
State care and the care of faith-based institutions
through the course of their lives.

It's also not the case that this final day of the
hearings is the only day which we are addressing abuse in
the care of faith-based institutions. By my count, at
least 8 witnesses have already discussed abuse in the
care of faith-based institutions.

As we have explained previously, the way we are
approaching this Inquiry is to divide the very broad
Terms of Reference into a series of investigations. We
will very soon be commencing the process of
investigations into faith-based institutions and that
process will be a searching and exacting process, which
will take some time but it will reflect the seriousness

with which this Inquiry views abuse in the care of the
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churches and other such institutions.

I also want to emphasise that the survivors of abuse
in the care of the churches and faith-based institutions
are very welcome at the Inquiry's private sessions and
large numbers of such stories have already been heard by
the Commissioners. So, there is no prioritising or
ranking of experiences of abuse and, Mr Chair, we will
recall the very clear message you gave to the government
as part of their consultation process, where you
reflected the message from those you spoke to that abuse
is abuse and we do not differentiate between different
forms of abuse in this Inquiry.

We will hear today about overseas Inquiries and what
they have learned about abuse in the care of faith-based
institutions, particularly in Australia, and that is a
topic that the Royal Commission clearly will take very
seriously and will examine very closely.

That's all I wanted to say by way of introduction,

as I say, Ms Janes will deal with the witnesses today.

CHAIR: Thank you, Mr Mount, for explaining landscape of

the Royal Commission, particularly insofar as those
people who are of a faith-based background.

Ms Janes, good morning. Please proceed.

* Kk %
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1

2 MIKE LEDINGHAM - AFFIRMED

3 EXAMINED BY MS JANES

4

5

6 MS JANES: May it please the Commission, we have our

7 first witness, Mr Ledingham.

8 CHAIR: Mr Ledingham, good morning. In terms of the

9 Inquiries Act 2013 under which the Royal Commission
10.08 10 is operating, I am required to seek your answer to

11 an initial question. (Witness affirmed).

12 A. I do, as I remember it.

13 MS JANES:

14 Q. Mr Ledingham, is your full name Michael Joseph Ledingham?
15 A. Yes.
16 Q. And you have prepared a statement for the Commissioner
17 which you have signed and dated?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. And I understand that as we go through the evidence,

10.09 20 there will be some changes because of subsequent events
21 after you completed this?
22 A. Yes, when we get to that stage I will make a note.
23 Q. Perfect. And just before we start on your evidence, I
24 understand that you have been notified that our Chair is
25 a Catholic and as a courtesy because you have experience
26 of abuse in the Catholic Church, there has been a
27 discussion about your comfort?
28 A. Yes. Not only am I representing myself here today, I am
29 representing my two younger brothers who were also

10.10 30 abused. Speaking to them last night, they found it odd
31 that a member of the faith, the perpetrating faith, is in
32 charge of this Commission. But I have been assured that
33 you are an honourable man and you will deal with

34 everything impartially and will advocate impartially.
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And on that advice, I am happy with that. And I passed
that on to my two brothers.

CHAIR: Thank you, Mr Ledingham. I acknowledge and
respect and understand what you have said. Myself
and my four colleagues are New Zealanders of varied
backgrounds, Samoan, Maori, European and we come
from a number of faiths, Presbyterian, Catholic and
I am Catholic and that is widely known and that has
been made clear. But we have, as assiduously as we
can, endeavoured to make our footprint asserting
independence and our willingness to listen to
everyone who comes before us, particularly those
who have been survivors. So, I acknowledge what
you've said and can understand what you've said and

I will now invite you to provide the material that

you wish to bring to our attention. Thank you.
A. Thank you.
MS JANES:
Q. Just before we get into the evidence, can you confirm

that when you speak about your brothers and a particular
third party who is a friend of yours, that you have their
consent?

A. Yes, I have their full consent to use their case as part
of my submission.

Q. Mr Ledingham, can I ask you to start reading then from
paragraph 2 of your statement?

A. All right. I found it extremely difficult to formulate
this address. It is hard to remain detached when you
have experienced what we did. But for all the wvictims'
sakes, here I am today, hopefully speaking for a vast
silent majority also.

I have written a book about our experience called
The Catholic Boys. It was published in June this year

after taking me more than 20 years to write.



10.13

10.14

10.14

O < o U w N

NeJ

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

08/11/19 Mr Ledingham (XD by Ms Janes)

- 1033 -

I have had three other books published over the past
five years after finding out later in life I did have a
talent for writing but oh to have learnt this at a much
younger age. My publisher Mike Smith of BMS Books
Rotorua, a Catholic himself, always knew I had this draft
copy of The Catholic Boys squirrelled away and kept
encouraging me to finish.

I put it aside many times before, not only because I
kept becoming disgusted with recalling what had happened
but also our experience of the arrogant and seemingly

non-caring attitude of the Catholic Church.

CHAIR: Mr Ledingham, I intervene only to ask you to

A.

keep your eye on the stenotyper and the people who
are translating into sign language what you're
saying. It's an obvious thing that having said
that, I'm asking you to please moderate the pace of
what you're saying.

Moderate?

CHAIR: Go more slowly.

A.

Okay, yep. So, I dithered around with it for 20 years
but this changed suddenly late last year when the Bishop
of Adelaide proclaimed words to this effect, "I would
never report a priest who confessed to sexual abuse. To
me, for the victim this is like having contact with God
through the priest".

I was outraged at this and I thought how sick is
that? I was appalled like the people like that Bishop of
Adelaide were in charge of the church. So, it was
exactly the motivation I needed and I finished the book
ably supported by my sister Mary as the narrator because
I was too close to the story to do it and my two younger
brothers who have each told their side of sordid

childhood.
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MS JANES:

0.

You say in your next paragraph that it took you some

40 years to fully disclose and later in your brief you
talk about why you didn't report. Can we move on to
paragraph 117

I make no apology for the language when describing what
happened. It may offend some of you, especially
religious people, but then nobody really apologised to us
when we disclosed that Catholic Church clergy performed
deviant practices on us bewildered frightened children.
Carry on.

The horrific abuse that happened can't be told and
understood using polite words or watered-down rhetoric.

I make the point also, I have not always been a good
person, I was screwed up mentally for quite a few years
and didn't always do the right things.

By the same token, I don't preach or tell people to
follow me like churches do. I'm more like "don't follow
me I'm lost".

We, my brothers and I, make up the numbers of
countless other victims of abuse in the Catholic Church
who are out there, and I somewhat feel we also have a
duty to those silent, suffering people to try and bring a
sick and self-centered institution out of the dark ages
to face the realisation of what they have done.

Sexually abusing anyone is a crime.

Sexually abusing children is abominable.

If any one of us did it, we would face years in
Jail.

So, how can they be allowed to get away with it?
Mike, thank you for having the courage to come forward
and tell your story. Can you now describe what happened
to you, starting at paragraph 2772
Okay. What happened. On the face of it, we grew up in a
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great example of a Catholic family with strong Irish
roots. My family was typical of many of those who lived
in the area. My father worked, my mother stayed at home,
and us 8 kids were raised to respect adults and those in
authority, especially priests of the Catholic Church.

We were regarded as what was then called a good
Catholic family, and it was always impressed on us from
an early age that we were privileged to be members of the
one true church and had standards to uphold.

My brothers and I served as altar boys at the local
Catholic Church.

We attended the local parish convent school, St
Joseph's Onehunga. There were many religious visitors to
our house. We became accustomed to seeing them, liked
most of them and, unfortunately as it turned out, trusted
them implicitly.

In our small wee eyes, the Catholic Church was all
powerful, always correct and in fact infallible.

And then when did the abuse begin for you? You have that
at paragraph 34.

For me, my memory, the actual abuse proper began in 1958
at Father Frank Green's Aunty's house in Mt Roskill.
Previously when doing gymnastics or especially when
riding in the front seat of his car, he would rub up and
down your legs and body quite inappropriately but we
didn't understand that at the time.

We'd gone up to his Aunty's house ostensibly to
redecorate the house while she was away. We worked for a
while, then stopped for a break. He asked me how my
training for the silver badge in gymnastics was going. I
said okay except for the splits exercise which I found
really hard.

Green said he could help me and got me to do the

splits while he got down behind me and began rubbing the
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area of my crack and my balls which surprised and
unsettled me.

After a while, he said it would be a lot easier if I
took my strides off. I was unsure and unwilling to do
this, but he ordered me to do it. He then started
stroking and massaging my whole genital area while he
went quiet and strange breathing heavily with some sort
of movement of his body going on. I understand now that
he was masturbating himself, although again, as an 8 year
0old child with no idea about sexual matters, I certainly
didn't understand this at the time.

And you have described the effect that this abuse had on
you.

Well, yeah, you need to understand that I was only an 8
year old. We'd had no sexual, you know we knew nothing
about sex. In fact it was a taboo subject. I was totally
uncomprehending, shocked, frightened and sickened. I
felt very dirty. When he was finished I went straight to
the toilet and locked myself in and just sat there in
abject misery until he ordered me out, dropped me home
and left with not even a word spoken.

My life had suddenly turned into a total nightmare.
More especially after all the teaching about love of God,
piety and purity and burning in hell fire forever if you
sinned being hammered into you from an early age.

I understand now that for an 8 year old child, me,
this was quite a catastrophic event in my life.

I was so traumatised by the events I never once
managed to tell a soul what had happened until years
later.

And you've also described the effects it had on your
health and your education.
I developed asthma around that time. My attention at

school was sadly lacking and the nuns were pretty quick
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to dish out the strap or other punishments for this.

Green very quickly followed up the abuse with orders
to the nuns for me to report to him at the presbytery
after school for unspecified reasons. After just about
sweating blood all day over this, sick and frightened
about what might occur, I knew I could not ignore this
instruction.

Once there, he would always accuse you of some sort
of misdemeanour, all bullshit of course, theft, damage to
the school or church or grave yard but his favourite
subject was talking about masturbating. He seemed to
have a fixation on this heinous sin but I didn't know
what he was talking about. I became even more confused.
I can still remember him asking me what colour the fluid
was that came out of my penis when I played with myself.
For me, an 8 year old boy, this was totally
non-comprehendible. You know, like, I couldn't, you
begin to doubt yourself. Your mind.

This type of interrogation happened on at least 4 to
6 occasions that I recall, so you can imagine my
attention at school had been well and truly diverted. I
spent my time with my head over my shoulders worried and
after school could not get the hell out of that place
quick enough.

My asthma continued to plague me, meaning days at
home in comparative safety and I can remember the doctor
telling Mum that there didn't seem to be a clinical
reason for the asthma, so it must be a nervous thing. I
think he was spot on.

Funnily enough, as soon as I left secondary school
and went working on a farm, the asthma disappeared and
I've never had it since. I gave up church at that time
too.

And, Mike, you also talked about the abuse at the convent
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school but did Father Green also assert himself into your
home life?

He did.

Paragraph 54.

It wasn't really safe at home because Green turned up
often because our Mum did typing for the church.

Remember this priest was God on earth to an Irish
Catholic family at that time. The intimidation continued
on a regular basis.I remember once when my brother Gerry
had a school mate come over for the weekend, Green heard
about this. We found out years later that Green
had also abused this boy. He called us both up to the
presbytery after school, split us up into separate rooms
and told us that the other boy had told him we'd all
masturbated ourselves around the back of our house. We
denied this but he kept us there until we finally
admitted it and then he warned us that he would tell the
nuns and our parents if we ever got together with that
boy again.

On the way home, Gerry said he hadn't done it and I
said I hadn't either but neither of us actually told the
other of the abuse that had occurred to us at that time
because it was a dirty, terrible, dark secret. I think
Green was scared we would compare notes with that other
boy too and I can tell you this, it was far from our
minds. We were too scared to tell anyone about the
nightmare we were now living.

And at paragraph 59, you list a lot of the profound
effects that it had on you?

Yes, like many other victim survivors we lived in
confusion and silence, I achieved no qualifications. I
mistrusted authority. I developed a blind hatred of
intimidation which was to cost me a fair few good jobs.

I did not feel safe letting people get close to me. I
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developed a drinking problem that I think I still have.

I committed a few crimes in the latter 60s which could
have had me in jail or Borstal if I'd been caught. But I
always knew when to cut and run.

After I joined the Army, I did spend time in the
Military prison.

Up until that time, you had believed you were the only
one experiencing abuse but what happened to them and how
did you find out about your brothers?

I didn't know but obviously he tried me and because of
the asthma and he wasn't getting a chance, he must have
moved on to my younger brother Gerry, he's 11 months
younger than me, so he could have only been 7 when this
happened. We are very similar in thinking but we have a
few differing personality traits. He is a very private
man and I don't think he has told me the full extent of
the abuse that occurred to him but I could be wrong about
this.

What I do know is that, like a lot of the wvictims,
he loathes the Catholic Church and distrusts them
completely which you can't blame him for forgiven what
happened and then the shameful way we were treated when
we tried to get redress.

I asked him if he would like to say something to you
today and he had this to say:

"Nothing much has changed. They (the church) go on
about how sorry they are and how they now look after the
victims, but you know, not once in the 17 years since we
were forced to go public has anyone even rung to see how
we were travelling or if we needed anything. They are
full of shit and as far as I'm concerned, they can shove
their sick religion right up their Jjacksy".

Thanks for that Gerry, that gets your point across

pretty succinctly, I feel.
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My brother Chris was always a quieter far more
gentle and more studious type than me and Gerry. He
wouldn't hurt a fly. And Gerry and I used to have to
fight his battles for him at school. Mum always used to
say look after your little brother and so we did.

This part I find hard. Finding out in 2002 Green
had got to him badly upset me greatly. I felt I had let
him down and I cried. My sister, Mary, pointed out given
the powerlessness of the situation we were in, I wouldn't
have been able to do anything about it anyway. But if I
had known earlier while Green was still alive I'd have
nailed the bastard for sure.

Chris used the money he got from the church to go to
Uni in Aussie. He achieved two degrees and had the
education he was supposed to, that he would have got in
his 20s had things been normal, with the chance of
earning good money for far more years before retirement.

Like the rest of us who were abused, he hasn't got
much to retire with. In fact, with the interference the
abuse caused to our early education, and the subsequent
loss of further education, qualifications and employment,
we are a typical example of many bright intelligent
children with potential to achieve and be financially
independent who are now facing a meager retirement.

I asked Chris for you today and this is what he
said, having read this book, Walking Towards Thunder by
Peter Fox an ex-Aussie Policeman who was trying to
inquire into sexual abuse within the Catholic Church, he
now knows the Catholic Church did conspire to cover up
sexual abuse crimes. His quote stems from the church's
handling of the pedophile Priest Denis McAlinden who they
knew had been abusing young girls for years. They
claimed beyond transferring them what else could they do?

My answer to that would be hand them over to the Police.
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But the church's canon law acknowledged the inherent
sinfulness of clergy abusing children but only required
McAlinden to be rebuked and given warnings. They tried
moving him but that had failed.

Canon law also dictated that. "A priest's good name
be protected, and secrecy demanded by Crimen
Sollicitationis, a 1962 Holy Office instruction which
American priests and academic Thomas Doyle would later
describe as “an explicit policy to cover up cases of
abuse by clergy".

So McAlinden's crimes were concealed a pontifical
secret.

That gives the lie to the fact that they were
conspiring to cover up sexual abuse.

Thanks, Chris, that tells a story and gives the lie
to denials of organised cover ups.

Can I just explain Walking Towards Thunder? It is
an Irish saying, it means in your life there will be
trouble and storms, you walk towards the thunder and
eventually you'll get through it and come out into the
sunshine. I think you should all read this book. It is
a compelling read and it is a sad read. I couldn't put
it down.

Thank you, Mike. And then you talk about the life, the
effect on not only your life but your brother's life and
the family's life at paragraph 767

Life after the abuse. My sister summed it up with her
Statement:

"With the abuse came our journey from a happy family
with the usual happy feisty kids to one of three troubled
teenagers who became angry, abusing and self-abusing men,
with consequences for themselves and traumatic results
for our family".

Even today, there is still things in our family that
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have never been sorted because of religion, this sort of
thing can split families.

As I have said, after the abuse by Green, my
attention waned in school and I stopped achieving, my
health was affected. I am not a professional man, nor am
I well educated. 1In fact you could well say that I was
brought up in the school of hard knocks and arse
covering, literally. It is hard enough as a young child
to recognise that the better your education, the better
your employment would be without having someone having
designs on your arse.

I left school after the 5th form after failing
School Certificate. From memory, I had asthma around the
time of the exams, which didn't help, but I feel I never
really regained the ground that those last miserable
years at that convent cost me.

I was certainly very mixed up and confused.

When you've been brainwashed by religion, and then
sexually abused by a priest at a young age, it is not a
good recipe for logical thinking.

Basically, I ran wild for four to five years, had
jobs on farms, had altercations with bosses, had jobs at
the freezing works, had altercations with fellow workers,
couldn't hold down a job very long. I had an honest
pathological hatred of intimidation and wasn't a
successful drinker. I got involved in brawls and
vandalism, caught a few good hidings and left a couple of
towns one step ahead of the Police but I always seemed to
know when to cut and run.

Many of my friends in those days were Maori and this
remains so today. They thought I was a mad bastard, up
north they called me crazy horse and I loved their
humour, willingness to stand their ground and fight and

also their stoicism when suffering from racism, which
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there was a lot of back then.

Doing national service in 1971, this is what I
struck, the guys I was doing national service with a lot
of Maori boys, camaraderie, humour. So, we decided to
join the reqular force, a lot of us, which was a good
thing for me discipline-wise. It probably kept me out of
jail. Although as mentioned, I did do time in the
Military prison. I still hated intimidation and over the
years had several fights with more senior people.

I did two tour up in Southeast Asia with the
Infantry Battalion Station, missed Vietnam which we were
brassed off about but as we got older we realised we were
lucky.

In 1978 was talked into having a go the SAS
selection course, surprising myself I was one of 9
candidates from about 56 who passed and I spent the next
7 years there. Nothing the SAS threw at me physically or
mentally phased me as much as the sexual and mental
abuse I suffered as a child at that convent.

Sadly, after 7 years with the SAS the old
intimidation thing rose again when as a Corporal I
attacked a Warrant Officer after an argument. The boys
broke it up when it became obvious I was going to
mangle him.

That effectively was the end of my service after
15 years. In another 5 years I would have got a full
Military pension.

I married a Maori girl I met in the Army in my 30s,
although I still had closeness and trust issues. We had
5 children rapidly. Sadly, one died just before she
turned 3. My wife suffered from depression after this
and with my own problems, as well as grief, I wasn't too
much good to her and in the end we split after 25 years.

I brought my children up as heathens with a great
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contempt for any religion but they also knew if they
struck any problems, especially people problems, Dad
would be there for them. You don't need a Bible in your
hands to be a good person.

I am lucky. My children all have a good work ethic,
are good people with many friends from all cultures and
walks of life. And I now live next door to one daughter
who has two boys and 5 minutes away from another one, a
girl, my Mokos.

I often look at the 8 year old boy sometimes and
wonder, he's about the age I was when I got abused. And
although they are a lot more sophisticated now, he is not
as street-wise as we were back then. But I'll say this,
if anyone ever touched him I'd cut their throat and
happily go to jail for the rest of my life. Life is good
you might say but I can't help feeling it should have
been better for all of the victims. We all had something
snatched away from us at a very young age that you can
never get back, trust and innocence. The Bishop of
Auckland claimed that nobody knew anything about Green's
offending in the 12 years at Onehunga Parish, but I find
that extremely hard to believe. I was a single soldier
for 11 years before I got married, lived in the barracks
for 7-8 of those years. When you live close with others
like that you get to know what they are like and if they
have any particular bad habits, like being bent.
Fortunately, we only found a couple like that in my time
in the service. With what we now understand to be
Green's history of offending, the argument that nobody
knew doesn't wash with me Mr Bishop of Auckland.

I firmly believe what Green did to me and others
denied many of us our right and ability to determine our
futures.

And then, Mike, you reinforce in your following
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paragraphs some of the things that you've spoken about,
about not feeling secure in your home, not being able to
trust. Can I take you to paragraph 106. You talk there
about the moment of truth coming when you found out about
your youngest brother.

Can I just read something from 104 first?

Yes.

My adolescent years instead of being a time of growth and
development, instead I had to find out, to try and find
myself which was to prove an elusive goal. I compensated
for lack of confidence, especially around females, by
drinking heavily, I lacked stability, drifting from one
job to the next, never staying too long in one place and
never being able to trust or form a close relationship
with anyone, thinking there was something wrong with me
because of what occurred, keeping my unspeakable secret
buried deep.

The moment of truth came in 2002 August when our
youngest brother Chris confided in Gerry and me about the
abuse that he had suffered from Green and revealed that
he had written to the church twice and they wouldn't
answer him.

So, it was then we got together and understood what
the abuse had cost our families and us.

Yeah.

Carry on.

Carry on?

Mm-Mmm. You've talked earlier about it took quite a
while for you to fully disclose. This would probably be
a good time to touch on why you hadn't reported earlier
and also why your brothers hadn't reported earlier, and
that's at paragraph 115.

We, like other victims/survivors, have been asked why we

told no-one at the time, why has it taken so many years
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to report what happened to you? The culture of that time
was that we, as children, had no power at all.

If you were accused of something by a nun or priest,
you were automatically assumed guilty. If you did have
the temerity to protest your innocence, you are generally
punished twice; once for the misdemeanour you were
supposed to have committed and once for calling the nun
or priest a liar. Plus, of course, as children, the
abuse that occurred was way beyond our meager
comprehension to actually put it into words was
impossible.

I was so traumatised by the events I never once
managed to tell a soul until my brother Gerry and I
finally spoke about it in 1985. I'd just been kicked out
of the Army and he was heading to Perth and we had a big
booze up, everyone else went home, we were sitting around
talking and he said, he mentioned this Father Green and I
said I think he was a fucken pedophile and Gerry said he
was, he had a go at me and I said yeah, he had a go at me
too. 1I've always been an attacking sort of a person, I
said let's do the bastard. He was still alive then, but
our Mum wasn't well and she believed in this all her life
and we decided we couldn't take that away from her. I
now wish we'd done something about it. It was
not until 2002, my brother Chris encouraged by his
counsellor shared his abuse with us.So, then he informed
us he had written to the church twice in 2002 and been
ignored.

And then we knew they'd been informed of his sexual abuse
and we wrote further to tell them about we other two.

So, the response of the church. What did they do-?
They did what they're good at, ignored, delayed,
deferred, detracted, denied. They did anything, anything
they could not to accept responsibility until we felt
forced to go public.

We didn't know really what to expect from the church
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but they seemed to draw it out for as long as possible
with many excuses for lack of progress.

A visible complaints process didn't seem to be in
place then and they drew things out for so long, both my
brothers began to have nightmares and flashbacks.

Chris, not knowing we had also been abused had first
written to Bishop Dunn on 18 April 2002 explaining what
had happened to him and finishing with:

"I don't know what to expect from this letter, I
just know I have to write it".

Having had no answer, he wrote again on 6 of June
finishing with:

"I urge you to take some interest in this matter for
our own mutual healing benefi