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DONALD DANIEL KU (Affirmed)  1 

CHAIR:  May I ask the name of Donald's supporter.  2 

MR TE HUIA:   Sonny Te Huia.  3 

CHAIR:  Kia ora, tēnei te mihi ki a koe hoki, kia ora.  4 

QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS:  Me tāku wareware, kāore au e mihi ki a koe Sonny, hei tau 5 

tuarā ki a Donald i te rā nei; mihi ana ki a koe.  Over to you Donald.   6 

A. My name is Donald Daniel Ku, I am a pēpi of Aotearoa.  My other name is Donald Daniel 7 

Ku, that's my New Zealand name, and I'm a toa from New Zealand.   8 

Our pēpis ain't safe on this land, our pēpi, taking torture and hurt by other people, 9 

especially the authorities.  GRO-B             10 

             , 11 

I know I'm here for the Marylands stuff and I said what I said about me being a toa 12 

New Zealand.  I've got a lot of other things to say, but I assume you want to get that other 13 

thing out of the way.  Yeah, I'm going to do that.   14 

CHAIR:   I'm not sure if this has been raised with you, Ms Thomas, but it was important for the 15 

Commission to hear about your whakapapa the last time.  16 

A. Yeah.  17 

Q. And it's a very important part of you.  And I wondered if you'd like to explain again.  18 

I know you're Ngāti Maniapoto, Ngāti Tu Wharetoa. 19 

A. Yeah. 20 

Q. But would you like to tell us a little bit to start with about where you came from, your 21 

whakapapa?   22 

A. Where I came from is Raetihi, and that's by Ohakune, or just before Whanganui.  I have a 23 

GRO-B            , he died because of the State ward because he was getting chemicals for 24 

him to mingle with the other staff, other boys.  My mum and dad -  my- nanny brought us 25 

up, she's a Ngāti Maniapoto, her name is Ngahuia, that's my nanny's name.  And she taught 26 

me a lot of things, she taught me how to cook, she taught me how to clean the house up and 27 

I was only 3 years old, and my dad taught me too.  My dad taught me how to stack the 28 

wood up for my mum by the fireplace and get the clothes off the line and all of that, and, 29 

yeah, stacking wood up and I didn't know much about my whakapapa.  30 

Q. Did they teach you to korero Māori?  31 

A. No, they didn't.  32 

Q. Kia ora.   33 
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QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS CONTINUED:  E mihi ana i tērā whakaaro mo te 1 

whakapapa.  And just carrying on from that kōrero, whakapapa me te tō mai o ngā ingoa, 2 

those names, our Māori names i roto i tēnei whare, eh Donald?   3 

A. Āe. 4 

Q. Because they're very important to us as Māori.  And I know in many conversations and 5 

korero we've had, you always talk about pepe, about toa and about whanau.  And I just 6 

wanted you to explain a little bit about that -when you talk about pepe, what is that,- what 7 

are you talking about? 8 

A. What am I talking about?  The babies on this land, they're allowed to do what they do to 9 

babies, they're allowed to do that because they're just babies.  But what babies do to pepe 10 

they're not allowed to do that, they're not allowed to do that to pēpis because pēpi come 11 

from this land, no other pēpis, just the pēpis to this land.  That's why I'm 12 

important  - that's- why they're important to me, because the pēpis are getting picked on and 13 

getting mistreated and especially their mothers, their mothers are getting mistreated and 14 

everything.  Because our men don't know, we don't know, we don't know what's happening.   15 

Q. And I remember you telling me about when you talk about toa? 16 

A. Yeah. 17 

Q. And it was your dad who said you are the toa and you have to look after your GRO-B 18 

A. Yeah.  19 

Q. Ne, so that concept of looking after your younger children, GRO-B came from your dad 20 

and that idea of a toa?  21 

A. Yeah.   22 

Q. I think those are important kupu for us to understand and when you talk about it for us to 23 

understand what you mean.  So e mihi ana i ēra whakamārama because Donald does talk 24 

about pepe and toa and whanau quite a lot.   25 

A. Yeah. 26 

Q. And we see that in your korero that you're going to be speaking about how you have always 27 

tried to protect everybody that you're with, nē?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. So, we haven't even started, kei te pai tera.  So, we'll go into your statement.  And I know 30 

that we've gone through it, and this is about Marylands.  There's a lot of korero there, the 31 

background stuff that we've already addressed through Lake Alice so it's up to you whether 32 

you want to share that?  33 
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A. Before you give me any lines, can I just say how it started?  (Inaudible). 1 

Q. Yeah, āe.   2 

A. When I was in Marylands there was a Brother McGrath and a Brother Moloney, they had 3 

sex with us, and Brother McGrath told me to -- because he was having sex with Brother 4 

Moloney, they were partners I think or -- he was in the bedroom and they took me in the 5 

bedroom, and Brother McGrath told me to take my pants off, he had a baseball bat and 6 

I wouldn't hurry up, so he whacked the baseball bat over my head to take my pants off and 7 

get on my knees while Brother Moloney tried to put his thing in my bum. 8 

   And another one that started is a young boy named GRO-B    , he was Brother 9 

McGrath's pet and Brother McGrath got GRO-B  and I was watching TV, the $6 million 10 

man and he came in, GRO-B      came in with his pants down and he had a stiff, and 11 

I pushed him like that and Brother McGrath come from behind and kicked me across the 12 

room and he put his foot, had his foot on my throat and GRO-B  was kicking me, because 13 

I wouldn't do the sexual act and I didn't want to do it, but eventually they made me do it, 14 

yeah.  Brother McGrath was a cruel man Brother McGrath.   15 

   Brother Moloney, I told him Brother McGrath and the cops took me back to 16 

Marylands and they didn't do anything.  I told them that Brother McGrath, that he had sex 17 

with us, they just go "No, they didn't, Donald, we don't believe you."  18 

CHAIR:  So, you told the Police, you ran away?   19 

A. Yeah.  20 

Q. And you were picked up by the Police?  21 

A. No, no, we went to the police station.  22 

Q. You went to the police station?  23 

A. Yeah, went and spoke to him, went to the police station and they just brought us back to the 24 

school.  25 

Q. And so, when you went to the police station, you say you told them what was happening 26 

about the sexual acts and the violence?  27 

A. Yeah, I said they're having sex with us, they're playing with my raho and all that. 28 

Q. Yeah? 29 

A. And they said "No, they don't do that, Donald."  I don't know what they did, but they did it.  30 

Q. And after that the Police took you back?  31 

A. Back to Marylands and Brother Moloney, he had me hanging over the balcony, the balcony 32 

wasn't high, but it was high enough for me to split my head, he had me hanging over the 33 
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balcony, he goes "You shouldn't have told on Brother McGrath."  I done that(?).  And 1 

Brother McGrath and Brother Moloney they were in the bedroom and when I went in the 2 

bedroom there was about four boys in there and the two boys, I know that was in there was 3 

GRO-B             and GRO-B            .  They were in there.  He was quite cruel to the twins, 4 

because the twins didn't want to do it, yeah.  5 

QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS CONTINUED:  I know that -- sorry, Donald, I know you 6 

speak a lot about the sexual abuse, physical abuse, all the abuse that you suffered, I think 7 

it's really important for us to understand how you got to Marylands, because a lot of us in 8 

the room and our Commissioners have heard your time at Lake Alice and perhaps thought 9 

it was the end of that horrible things that you experienced at Lake Alice.  But it wasn't, was 10 

it, after Lake Alice?   11 

A. After Lake Alice I went to Marylands -- no after Lake Alice I went to Kimberley and after 12 

Kimberley I went to Marylands.  13 

Q. What was Kimberley, what were you in Kimberley for?  14 

A. For being mental and mentally retarded.  15 

Q. Did you think you were?  16 

A. I feel like it now, no, but yeah, I did, I did feel that.  17 

Q. And so, from Kimberley you were taken to Marylands.  Were you ever told why you were 18 

put in Marylands, what Marylands was?  19 

A. No.  20 

Q. Because you were only 10 at that time, weren't you?  21 

A. 9, 9.  22 

Q. 9?  23 

A. Yeah.  24 

Q. And so, you were taken to Marylands, were you just by yourself, you had any of your 25 

siblings?  26 

A. No.  27 

Q. And what was that first like when you the first arrived, do you remember?  28 

A. I was watching there-- was only three Māoris in the whole school, I was fighting a lot of 29 

Pakeha people because I was a native because I was a different colour and they were 30 

picking on me and I'd fight back, and I'd go and look for a baseball bat and knock them all 31 

out.  That's what I grew up to be, beating them up, I beat the children up, then -- 32 

Q. So, did you know anyone at all?  33 
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A. GRO-B.   1 

Q. So, one person you knew?  2 

A. Because he was in Kimberley.  He went there first but I sort of went later, yeah.  3 

Q. And then you talk about in your statement about how you lived the dormitories?  4 

A. Yeah.  5 

Q. Could you explain a little bit about what Marylands was like?  6 

A. When I was 3 years old, I was put into a mental health camp GRO-B                               in 7 

dormitories and GRO-B                and my dad told them GRO-B                                                    8 

going crazy in the locked-up room, GRO-B     going nutty, and GRO-B                       .  9 

That's what the system did to me, yeah.  10 

CHAIR:   That was in the health camp?   11 

A. Yeah, -no-, no, yeah, yeah, the mental health camp, yeah.   12 

Q. And then did you have a dormitory the same, a similar dormitory at Marylands?  13 

A. Dormitories (inaudible) for boys, yeah.  There was one dormitory there and another 14 

dormitory just a few feet away.  I think they do it to the young children, the older children 15 

were in my dormitory, yeah.  16 

QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS CONTINUED:   And you say that you were put in  -- you 17 

say in your statement "I was in red section".  Is that right?  18 

A. Yeah, I was in the red section, Brother McCormack was there first, but Brother McGrath 19 

came and looked after us in the year ‘74, I think I was 11 then, and that's when Brother 20 

McGrath came there.  Brother Moloney came and picked me up at the airport, He started 21 

playing with me in the car, He said "How do you like that?"  "Aua(?)."  Then he took me 22 

back to his - where- he sleeps, yeah.  23 

Q. And just before we move on to the next topic, I just want to understand the dorms a little bit 24 

more.  How much of you were in one dorm?    25 

A. Ten.  26 

Q. And how did they pick who of you went to each dorm, there wasn't any reasoning or...  27 

A. We bargained with Brother McGrath to put these fullas in our dormitory, and he did.  And 28 

one of the person who was in the dormitory was GRO-B who was Brother McGrath's pet, I 29 

don't know, pet, and he did what Brother McGrath wanted him to do.  The only thing sex 30 

you can get him to do, he had to buy him lollies and biscuits and all that sort of stuff.   31 

Q. And you go into a bit of, or a lot about that sexual abuse in your statement, so I do want to 32 

go through that with you, and I know this can be heavy stuff sometimes, so if you need to 33 
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take your time, if you need a break just let me know.  Also, if you don't mind, I might read 1 

parts of your statement and then you just can comment or add bits if you want to, kei te pai 2 

tēnā?  3 

A. Yeah.  4 

Q. So that's in your heading in your statement "Sexual abuse at Marylands".  You say right at 5 

the beginning, and you've said just with us here, that you were in the same dorm for about 6 

a year, and it was Brother McGrath?  7 

A. Yeah.  8 

Q. And then he oversaw the red dormitory which was your dormitory?  9 

A. Yeah.  10 

Q. And you were shifted into the room beside the main room? 11 

A. Kingpin. 12 

Q. Which was where Brother McGrath slept and which you all called the Kingpin room?  13 

A. Yeah.   14 

Q. Do you know why you were shifted?  15 

A. I don't know, because we can get injured(?).  He put us in the dormitory with me and GRO-16 

B and GRO-B, we were the only Māoris.  17 

Q. And you go on to say that "one time he got a few of us boys into his room"?  18 

A. Yeah, and there was GRO-B , GRO-B , GRO-B , and GRO-B I think.  19 

Q. And you were all placed in a group on the floor?  20 

A. Yeah.  21 

Q. Without clothes and you were kneeling?  22 

A. Kneeling on the floor, yeah.  23 

Q. And Brother McGrath would go around all of you -- 24 

A. Pull his robe, he would pull his robe across, he would have his penis out and try and make 25 

us suck his penis.  He didn't make it to me because I got kicked away because I didn't know 26 

what I was doing.  27 

Q. Were there any other adults there at the time?  28 

A. Not then, but if there was it had to be down the road further and the one that was there was 29 

Brother Moloney.  30 

Q. This wasn't just one time that that happened?  31 

A. No, Brother Moloney, it happened twice with Brother Moloney and untold with Brother 32 

McGrath.  33 
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Q. And then you go on to say that there was another night, and this might be what you were 1 

talking about, when a few of the boys were in the TV room?  2 

A. Yeah.  3 

Q. And Brother McGrath came in and he had lollies and biscuits and turned the TV and the 4 

lights off.  5 

A. Yeah.  6 

Q. And he walked over to some of the boys had been sitting watching TV and he did the same, 7 

he pulled his robe open and rubbed his penis along some of the boy's face?  8 

A. Yeah.  9 

Q. And so, did this just happen the one time or that type of behaviour?  10 

A. I only saw it the one time, but when I saw Brother McGrath, Brother Moloney at the 11 

dormitory, I don't know what he was there for, but when he came out of the bedroom he 12 

was smiling, when he came out of Brother McGrath's bedroom.  I just ignored him because 13 

I wanted to give him a hiding, but I threw tantrums and beat up the boys instead.   14 

Q. I think it's important to hear this, Donald, because I know you're watching back in 15 

your -- with the opening korero this morning and that really powerful stuff that was said 16 

and it's real, ne, it's real to you, this is you --  17 

A. It was real.  18 

Q. -- saying that that actually has happened, and it's happened to you and a lot of tamariki that 19 

went through?  20 

A. Yeah.  21 

Q. And then you say that "after a while I started to just adapt --to the sexual things that 22 

happened at Marylands-.  I was threatened by Brother McGrath to keep quiet about what 23 

was going on."   24 

A. Yeah.  25 

Q. Once he took you to the hospital morgue and showed you a corpse? 26 

A. Yeah.  27 

Q. As a way of silencing you?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. Can you tell us a little bit more about that, what led to that?  I mean that must have been 30 

very scary for you?  31 

A. It was scary, it was scary to see a dead body.  The hospital was out at an old people.  When 32 

he took me down there, I thought he was going to kill me, because he was grabbing me 33 

roughly and pulling me by my hair, and we had to go up the stairs and down the stairs into 34 
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the morgue room, and Brother McGrath said, "You're going to end up there."  What the 1 

hell's that?   2 

Q. Remind us how old you were, Donald?  3 

A. 11.  4 

Q. Had you seen a tūpāpaku, a dead body before?  5 

A. Yeah, my nanny and koro.  6 

Q. A little bit different, though, nē?  7 

A. Yeah.  8 

Q. Did he do you- know if he- did that to any of the other kids, took them down to see dead 9 

bodies to scare them?  10 

A. I don't know if doing it to anyone else.  11 

Q. Did he do it any other time apart from that time, do you remember?  12 

A. He only did it once to take me down there, he only did it once.  When I was hanging over 13 

the balcony, that's when Brother Moloney got wild with Brother McGrath because I told on 14 

Brother McGrath.  Brother Moloney didn't touch me then until about a year later because 15 

I came back from Whanganui late, I had pneumonia and I was in hospital for two weeks, 16 

and that's when Brother Moloney came into play.  He took me into the bedroom, Brother 17 

McGrath, and Brother McGrath wanted Brother Moloney to put his penis in my bum and 18 

they just whacked me over the head with a baseball bat because I wouldn't listen or 19 

wouldn't keep still.  20 

Q. And because you have started talking about Brother Moloney, for some of us that perhaps 21 

don't know, you say that he was the big boss at Marylands?  22 

A. Yeah, he was he's-- the boss.  23 

Q. And you say in your statement that one time he came to pick you up from the airport?  24 

A. Yeah, yeah.  25 

Q. To return to Marylands and something happened --  26 

A. In the car.  27 

Q. -- then, didn't it?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. Can you tell us --  30 

A. He just played with my penis while he was driving, and he was going "Do you enjoy that?"  31 

I think he was trying to say it sexually.  He took me back to his -where- he stays 32 

(inaudible).   33 

Q. Was there anybody else in the car with you, it was just you two?  34 
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A. Yeah.  1 

Q. You also say that you often saw Brother Moloney coming out of Brother McGrath's 2 

bedroom? 3 

A. His dormitory. 4 

Q. And one time at night Brother McGrath came and got you out of bed and took you into the 5 

bedroom?  6 

A. Yeah.  7 

Q. Brother Moloney was in the bed with no clothes on and they played with each other 8 

sexually, and they tried to make you perform oral sex?   9 

A. Yeah.  10 

Q. Is that right?  11 

A. Yeah.  12 

Q. You wouldn't keep still, though, and that made them mad?  13 

A. Yeah.  14 

Q. And Brother McGrath always had a baseball bat which you've talked about quite a bit, his 15 

baseball bat?  16 

A. Yeah. 17 

Q. To scare you and hit you with it, and he did that time?  18 

A. Yeah.  19 

Q. What did Brother Moloney do at that time, do you remember?  20 

A. No, he was just laughing because he was laughing at Brother McGrath for putting the 21 

baseball bat at my head.  22 

Q. And you say that you witnessed other boys being taken into McGrath's bedroom as well?  23 

A. Yeah, I don't know what they did, but I'm pretty sure they did the same as I did.  24 

Q. The next thing you talk about are your trips to the batch at Waikuku Beach?  25 

A. Yeah, Waikuku. 26 

Q. Which belonged to the St John of God Order?  27 

A. Yeah.  28 

Q. And you say that six boys at a time were taken there, and Brother McGrath would drive the 29 

red van?  30 

A. Yeah.  31 

Q. He would sexually abuse you down there and it got to the point where all the boys just 32 

knew what they had to do?  33 

A. Yeah.  34 
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Q. You were also forced to watch Brothers Moloney and McGrath engage in sexual 1 

intercourse there at the beach?  2 

A. Yeah.  3 

Q. How long would you stay down there for at the beach?  4 

A. Just the weekend, Easter holidays and all that, yeah.  5 

Q. And they were the only two adults?  6 

A. Yeah, at the time, yeah.  7 

Q. Yeah, and about six boys?  8 

A. Yeah.  9 

Q. And you stayed at that bach?  10 

A. At the bach, yeah.  11 

Q. You start to then talk about Brother Sebastian who was a Brother that you found good and 12 

who was good to you, so he didn't go on those trips?  13 

A. No.  14 

Q. Is there anything else about the sexual abuse that you want to say before we move on to 15 

some other horrible things that happened to you at Marylands, Donald?   16 

A. No.  17 

Q. So, in terms of physical abuse, you've spoken about this bat that was always used to hit you 18 

and the other boys?  19 

A. Yeah.  20 

Q. You say that one night when Brother McGrath came into the dormitory you could hear one 21 

of the boys saying, "Nah man, I want biscuits first", McGrath went out and slammed the 22 

door and came back all excited and jumping around.  McGrath came back into the room 23 

with his baseball bat?  24 

A. Yeah.  25 

Q. "He hit the ends of our beds with the bat and made everyone get up and go to the TV 26 

room."  So, this type of behaviour happened a bit with his bat when he was upset or wanted 27 

you guys to do things?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. You say there that some of the boys, or a particular boy, would always get picked on and 30 

you tried to help them?  31 

A. Yeah, yeah.  32 

Q. And would that happen quite a bit?  Because you were a little bit older, you stayed in there 33 

for --  34 
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A. Four years.  1 

Q. -- four years, so you started to know what it was like in Marylands, nē?  2 

A. Yeah.  3 

Q. And you started to try and protect the younger ones that were coming in?  4 

A. Yeah.  5 

Q. And what would happen when you would try to protect them and look after them?  6 

A. Brother McGrath would get a hold of them and kick them and take them through the 7 

bedroom and he would get GRO-B   , GRO-B        was his hitman.  8 

Q. And there was a particular just- continuing on with you trying to look after the younger 9 

ones- you talk about in your statement about a particular boy who was a bit slower -- 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. -- to get places and he was often picked on.  12 

A. Yeah.  13 

Q. Was treated quite roughly? 14 

A. Yeah. 15 

Q. And McGrath would drag him around on concrete and he would get hurt quite easily.  And 16 

you say in your statement that McGrath would make him eat his own shit because he 17 

messed his bed.  18 

A. Yeah.  19 

Q. And he had to do this in front of the boys as well?  20 

A. Yeah, he did it in front of us, he did the boys in the dormitory and he had about eight boys 21 

in his dormitory.  And I walked into the dormitory, Brother McGrath was with his baseball 22 

bat telling them to eat it.  23 

Q. And you say that he would even slap his face if he was even moving slowly?  24 

A. Yeah.  25 

Q. And at one point you saw him hit him with his cross as well?  26 

A. Yeah, the one he wears here, split his head open.   27 

Q. Did he ever hit you with the cross?  28 

A. Yeah, I've got a scar up here.  29 

Q. You say in your statement too that there was a practice of the Brothers constantly beating 30 

you and the other boys.  You were being picked up and thrown against a wall, struck in the 31 

face, and your body so many times?  32 

A. Yeah.  33 
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Q. Was this all the Brothers?  1 

A. Just two. 2 

Q. Just the two? 3 

A. Just the one really. 4 

Q. Was there anything else about the physical abuse that you had to go through, Donald, 5 

before we move on to --  6 

A. No.  7 

Q. - other issues?  And you've talked about this a little bit already with Madam Chair about 8 

disclosing the abuse, trying to tell people.  And you say in your statement that "I talked to 9 

some of the boys in my dorm about what was happening.  I asked them if Brother McGrath 10 

would play with their penises too.  At that time,- they didn't know what you were talking 11 

about but [you] knew that they would find out soon?  12 

A. Yeah.  13 

Q. So that was your tuakana toa coming in and trying to protect them.  You tried your best to 14 

keep them away from Brother McGrath since he was the one always sexually abusing the 15 

boys?  16 

A. Yeah.  17 

Q. So, you're talking about in this time, this was later on in those four years, you were a little 18 

bit older then?  19 

A. Yeah.  20 

Q. You say that you told your teacher at Marylands --  21 

A. Yeah.  22 

Q. -- that the Brothers had been sexually abusing the boys?  23 

A. [Nods].  24 

Q. She didn't believe you though?  25 

A. No.  26 

Q. She told you that "Brothers don't do things like that and that you must stop lying.  I thought 27 

maybe she could do something about it that you didn't happen"?  28 

A. No.  29 

Q. So, you did have a teacher --  30 

A. Yeah.  31 

Q. -- at Marylands?  What was school like if you had any school, do you remember?  32 

A. Because I was like a kingpin there, I didn't care, I didn't give a shit about the school 33 

because they weren't teaching us to write things.  And the only thing that -how- they were 34 
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teaching is "Do you know what a sister is?"  We go "no", I didn't, because they were 1 

teaching us there, the sisters would come from your mum's side, that's your sister, yeah.  2 

Q. Because you go on to say that they didn't really teach you to read or write?  3 

A. No.  4 

Q. Did they teach you anything, did they provide much education?  5 

A. The only time they gave some education is when St John's came there, and they did medical 6 

sort of stuff.  7 

Q. Oh yeah, so like CPR things?  8 

A. Yeah, CPR, yeah.  9 

Q. Okay.  And just coming back to you trying to tell people about the abuse.  You say, "there 10 

are a few other adults I told about the abuse"?  11 

A. Yeah.  12 

Q. "I told Brother Garchow."   13 

A. Yeah.  14 

Q. Because you trusted him.  He always treated you well, but again he didn't do anything 15 

either.  So, what did he do when you told him?  16 

A. He just, he just said, "I feel sorry for you" and left, and didn't go out of his way because he 17 

didn't know what to do.  He told Brother Moloney, but Brother Moloney already knew 18 

about Brother McGrath, yeah.  19 

Q. Did you try to tell him again, or had your kind of --  20 

A. No, because "Donald, I don't want to listen to you because you're not telling the truth."  21 

Q. And then you, and he mihi ki a koe because you keep trying to tell people about --  22 

A. Yeah.  23 

Q. -- what was happening, and another instance was someone who was like a babysitter for 24 

you boys after school.  You tried to tell her but again she didn't believe you?  25 

A. No.  26 

Q. "So, when we saw McGrath take a boy into his room" you went, and you got her to show 27 

her what was happening?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. But what happened, did she -- 30 

A. She came and he was in the shower with GRO-B, and she put her head in the doorway and 31 

saw GRO-Band Brother McGrath doing it in the showers and then Brother McGrath, "Get 32 

out, whoever's out there", we just left.  33 
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Q. So, she just left and didn't do anything either?  1 

A. No.  2 

Q. And you also say that you told three social workers from the Department of Social 3 

Welfare?  4 

A. Yeah, GRO-C, GRO-C and GRO-C.  5 

Q. And to be clear, you told them that you were being abused?  6 

A. Yeah.   7 

Q. And they didn't believe you.  So, nobody believed you?  8 

A. No.  9 

Q. So many people knew, and nobody believed you?  10 

A. Yeah.  11 

Q. And you say further in your statement that you were too nervous to tell anyone after that 12 

about the sexual abuse?  13 

A. Yeah.  14 

Q. "The foster family you stayed with during the holidays were quite strict so I wasn't able to 15 

turn to them for support either"?  16 

A. No.  17 

Q. Did you feel like you had any support, Donald, at that time?  18 

A. No.  19 

Q. You go on further to talk about on top of all of these issues we've been talking about, the 20 

neglect at Marylands, and in one particular part in your story you talk about a time that you 21 

got caught in a rip?  22 

A. Yeah.  23 

Q. Can you tell us a little bit about what happened?  24 

A. I went out for a swim in the rip, and I got caught, Brother McGrath was there watching me, 25 

and I was going up and down and the boys came for a swim, and they grabbed from the 26 

side and pulled me out, they pulled me this way.  27 

Q. So, was he watching you?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. Potentially drowning?  30 

A. Yeah.  31 

Q. And didn't do anything?  32 

A. No.  33 
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Q. How did that make you feel?  1 

A. I just said, "Why didn't you come and save me, why didn't you come and help?"  I just said 2 

that to him.  He just said, "You were doing all right, these boys helped you."  Yeah.  3 

Q. Was it hard to get back in the water after that, Donald?  4 

A. No.  5 

Q. Tangata no te moana, from the sea, eh?  Did you have any support after that?  I mean that's 6 

a big issue to nearly drown and have someone watch you and not do anything, did you have 7 

any support?   8 

A. Because I had some boys, I had about 40 boys on my side, that's my gang sort of, we were 9 

called just gangsters in Marylands, I had about 40 of them, and they supported me.  10 

Q. Nga tama ki to taha eh?  And you go on to say, "I don't remember receiving any visits from 11 

Social Welfare"?   12 

A. No.  13 

Q. For the whole time you're at Marylands, so four years?  14 

A. [Nods].  15 

Q. You didn't really have any adults you could talk to aside from the woman who cooked for 16 

us and looked after the dormitories?  17 

A. Yeah.  18 

Q. You did not receive any proper schooling and we've gone over this with Marylands.  And 19 

you say that before-, there were Brothers and other people to teach us, but they really didn't 20 

do much and we didn't learn anything.  So, the rest of the statement here where you start to 21 

go into the effects of the abuse, not just from Marylands- but you've just come out of Lake 22 

Alice?  23 

A. Yeah.  24 

Q. Your foster care experience as well.  But was there anything else about Marylands 25 

specifically that you wanted to say?  26 

A. Not really, no.  27 

Q. That's a lot of korero that you've given us there, Donald, and we really appreciate that.  So, 28 

you go on to say that as a result of being sexually abused the boys started to sexually abuse 29 

each other?  30 

A. Yeah, because Brother McGrath taught us how to rape each other GRO-B                                   31 

                                                 how to rape them.  And when I got out, GRO-B                             32 

                                  .  33 
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Q. And you say that you and one of the other boys ran away once because of all the abuse that 1 

was happening, but were brought back by the Police, like you've talked to with Madam 2 

Chair.  But they said that you just had to endure it.  How did you go to the Police and how 3 

did they bring you back and what did you say and that kind of korero?  4 

A. All I said to the Police is Brother McGrath is sexually having sex with me.  5 

CHAIR:   Sorry, Donald, do you mind just speaking into your microphone a wee bit more?  6 

A. What was it again?   7 

QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS CONTINUED:  You had escaped from Marylands, you'd 8 

gone to the Police to tell them?   9 

A. Police station, and we found the police station and I told the Police, he was a sergeant, 10 

because he had three stripes on his shoulders, and all he did was send his cadets down to 11 

take me back to Marylands.  But the other fullas who ran away with me was GRO-B        , 12 

I used to go to school with him in GRO-B .  Then he was in Kimberley, and I met him at 13 

Kimberley and then he was transferred to Marylands.  What happened to me happened to 14 

him, but he didn't know this was happening, what's happening, he doesn't know because 15 

he's  -- I don't know what it is, dumb Māori.  16 

CHAIR:  He was Māori as well?   17 

A. Yeah.  18 

QUESTIONING BY MS THOMAS CONTINUED: And it's interesting that you say in your 19 

statement, Donald, that you'd gone down to the police station, you'd told them what was 20 

happening, they didn't believe you and took you back to Marylands.  21 

A. Yeah.  22 

Q. But then you talk about when they did visit Marylands because Brother Moloney had had 23 

money stolen from his desk?  24 

A. Yeah.  25 

Q. So, they can come to Marylands to talk about that, but they didn't believe you and the abuse 26 

that was happening?  27 

A. No.  28 

Q. You say they didn't catch you, though, so you did take that money, but they didn't catch you 29 

because they didn't find --  30 

A. No, he took -  we- robbed a school, five of us.  31 

Q. How did they find about that?  Did Brother Moloney complain and called them up?  32 

A. No, the money was gone because Brother Moloney  - Brother- McGrath was going to do 33 
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the banking stage, bank all our money up and -- 1 

Q. So, this was around  - because you were discharged from Marylands- in 1977, around 2 

1977?  3 

A. Yeah.  4 

Q. So, this was kind of happening just before then?  5 

A. Yeah.  6 

Q. And you say that you were too tough to handle, and you were taken out and put into 7 

prework or work experience?  8 

A. Yeah.  9 

Q. You were employed as a bricklayer for the new villas that were getting built at Marylands.  10 

This didn't work out either, though, and you were returned to Marylands again.  Nobody 11 

really understood how to handle you, is what you said.  They couldn't help you, so you 12 

were discharged when you were 14?  13 

A. Yeah.  14 

Q. Is that right?  15 

A. [Nods].  16 

Q. And then what happened after Marylands?  I know we have gone over this a little bit  17 

A. Yeah.  I went back to Lake Alice, I was in Lake Alice for three weeks and they found me a 18 

place in Koromiko Road, that's where a social welfare home is, and they put me in there for 19 

two months and they put me at (inaudible) with my GRO-B   .  My GRO-B    was giving 20 

me a hiding and we ran away, me and GRO-B   .  21 

Q. I remember in the Lake Alice inquiry you talked about how, you know, that time you spent 22 

there was so horrible and damaging, and then you come to Marylands and you experience 23 

all this as well.  How did it feel knowing after Marylands you were then being put back into 24 

Lake Alice?  25 

A. It felt terrible because I'm saying what the hell am I doing here?  It was -they put me on 26 

Largactil to calm me down.  I didn't want to calm down, I just want- to get out of there.   27 

Q. Did you know at that time who was making those decisions to put you in those places?  28 

A. GRO-B          , he was our case worker from -  he took us to a mental health home when I 29 

was 3 years old.  Dad told us(sic) not to split us up, but they split us up and me and my 30 

brother was just going nutty, they couldn't control us.  And when they knocked our room(?) 31 

there was- about six nurses there or six nurses.  32 

Q. Just kept happening eh Donald.  33 
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A. Yeah.  1 

Q. And then you go on in your statement to talk about prison and gang life.  And we see this 2 

with a lot of e aroha ana ki a koutou, this happens a lot with our tāne Māori that have gone 3 

through places like this.   4 

A. Yeah.  5 

Q. But first of all, you went back to Whanganui?  6 

A. Yeah.  7 

Q. The remainder of your teenage years were horrible.  At some point you ended back with 8 

your mum but ran away and joined Black Power?  9 

A. Yeah.  10 

Q. You say you were a patched member by 25 years of age and Black Power gave you a sense 11 

of belonging?  12 

A. Yes.  13 

Q. As well as a sense of authority and heaps of power with the support of the gang behind 14 

you?  15 

A. Yes.  16 

Q. And the last thing that you talk about, and you highlight, one of the last things in your 17 

statement, is going back to the Police.  So once again, e mihi ana i tō kaha, that you didn't 18 

stop trying to tell people that this was going on and this was happening.  So, in 1993 -- 19 

A. Yeah.   20 

Q. - you made a statement at Wainuiomata Police Station-? 21 

A. Yeah.  22 

Q. Can you tell us a little bit about what happened there, and what you tried to tell them?  23 

A. The reason why I went there, because I heard Brother McGrath was looking after a hostel, a 24 

youth hostel and I didn't want him to be there, so I went and told the Police what he did to 25 

me.  And the Police put it down on paper and he said, "I'll get back to you Donald", because 26 

I had a cousin that stays in Wainuiomata, I had shifted from Wainuiomata, that's why they 27 

couldn't get hold of me.  28 

Q. Do you think they believed you at that time?  29 

A. No.  30 

Q. And you didn't finish your statement, did you, did you leave the interview room?  31 

A. Yeah.  32 

Q. Why was that?  33 

A. Because they were laughing at me and smiling at me when I was giving them straight up 34 
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questions and answers. He just -belittled me;- I think.  1 

Q. Was there anybody else with you at these interviews?  2 

A. Yeah, my cousin, yeah, my cousin.  3 

Q. So, you had some support?  4 

A. Yeah.  5 

Q. I think it's important to outline this especially for you coming today, Donald, because you 6 

said to me just in the room out there before that you're much more comfortable giving your 7 

korero today because last time you thought Police were going to come in and arrest you?  8 

A. Yeah.  9 

Q. And that's just because of your history and all these kind of things.  So again, just 10 

appreciate that you're back with us here today, Donald.  And in terms of the impacts, you 11 

say you've never been given the chance to develop proper parenting skills?  12 

A. No.  13 

Q. Because of this and, like you've said to us this morning, you've had your children taken 14 

away from you?  15 

A. Yeah.  16 

Q. You've never been taught about normal physical and emotional relationships with people 17 

that you love?  18 

A. Yeah.  19 

Q. You do not trust people in authority and "over all these years I have never received proper 20 

schooling or any real education."  It was only when you went to jail in fact that you 21 

received correspondence and learned to read and write?  22 

A. Yeah.  23 

Q. And lastly, just the impact --and I know this is important to you because this is what we 24 

always talk about, is your separation from your Māori culture?  25 

A. Yeah.  26 

Q. And that separation made you only have a sense of belonging and support when you were 27 

part of a criminal gang?  28 

A. Yeah.  29 

Q. So, trying to fill that hole, nē?  And then your outlook, which I acknowledge all the time 30 

that we talk, Donald, "If I had all the people who have abused me over the years in one 31 

room, I'd give them a hiding.  It would be payback for the way they treated me.  My 32 

greatest anger, though, is directed against the Department of Social Welfare"?  33 

A. Yeah.  34 



 20

Q. "They took me from my parents who, even though young and needing assistance, could 1 

have given me love and protected me from what happened at Lake Alice and Marylands."  2 

And you often talk to me about how you wish they had let your grandmother --  3 

A. Yeah.  4 

Q. -- just bring you up?  5 

A. Yeah.  6 

Q. You think it would have been different?  7 

A. It would have been, yeah.  8 

Q. You say that "I don't believe that people should be in these institutions in foster homes, but 9 

they still are, inaia tonu nei, they don't treat people directly and they don't deal with people 10 

in a proper, respectful manner.  All the places I've been simply haven't been run correctly.  11 

Better staff and offices are needed and good management in general is needed.  The 12 

Government and these systems have to be able to learn from the problems of the past.  All 13 

I want now is comfort.  I want a house where myself and my children can come and go 14 

from."   15 

A. Yeah.  16 

Q. That's the end of your statement, Donald, I just wondered if you had anything else that you 17 

wanted to add?  18 

A. No, no thanks.  19 

Q. I did want to, Madam Chair, before we do finish, right at the beginning of Donald's 20 

statement it says he is a resident at Te Awhina Mental Health Ward in Whanganui.  Are 21 

you still there Donald?  22 

A. No.  23 

Q. Can you tell us a little bit about your circumstances since Lake Alice?  24 

A. I've got a place in GRO-C      , it's in (inaudible) street, it's a one-bedroom place.  They sort 25 

of found that for here and I feel cosy as and just relaxing and doing my thing at home, 26 

drawing, writing and writing about what's happening here, trying to put all trying-- to get it 27 

all right and correct.  And I enjoy my home, I enjoy living by myself, yeah. 28 

Q. Kia ora.   29 

CHAIR:   It's great to hear.   30 

MS THOMAS:  And once again, he mihi nui tēnei ki a koe e hoa.  It's always been my privilege 31 

and honour to assist you in this kaupapa and tō māia, tō kaha ki te hoki mai ki roto i tēnei 32 

whare, i tēnei kaupapa.  Kia ora. 33 
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CHAIR:   Donald, would you mind if we asked you a couple of questions? 1 

A. I don't mind.  2 

Q. Are you happy with that?  3 

A. I don't mind.  4 

Q. Thank you, I'll just ask Sandra if she'd like to ask you something.   5 

COMMISSIONER ALOFIVAE:  Thank you, tēnā koe Donald, talofa lava.  Thank you very, 6 

very much for the generous and very honest way in which you expressed all of the abuse 7 

that happened to you.  I'm not going to ask you about the abuse, because your counsel has 8 

done a wonderful job, awesome job taking us through that.  My questions are just about the 9 

environment.  10 

A. Environment.  11 

Q. The school at Marylands?  12 

A. It's a good environment.  It was a good environment if they didn't have that mess(?), there, 13 

it was a choice school(?).  I learned to work in the laundry, they gave me jobs in the 14 

laundry and all that, cleaning out the pools, yeah.  15 

Q. So, you're Māori and I appreciate that you're reconnecting back to that now.  But at the 16 

school, was there anything in the environment that related to the Tiriti, like did they do 17 

kapa haka groups?  18 

A. No.  19 

Q. Did they do waiata?  20 

A. No. Not at Marylands.  21 

Q. Okay.  Did you have a sense of who you were as a young Māori boy there? 22 

A. No, I didn't.  23 

Q. So, there was no support for you or the other Māori young boys that were there also?  24 

A. Yeah, because when I fight, I can tell(?) and they went to fight less.   25 

Q. You were made to fight each other?  26 

A. No, no, when we fight, when I fight the boys at school and they go and told the Police, so it 27 

went through the Police system and it's about your colour.  They let the white boy do what 28 

they do, because they're allowed to let the white boys do it.  Me, I wasn't allowed to do it, 29 

but I just did anything I wanted because I knew I could rule, yeah.  30 

Q. So today we might call that racism, right?  31 

A. Yeah.  32 

Q. Yeah.  And you said that the whole time you were there nobody from Social Welfare came 33 

to see you?  34 
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A. Yeah, no one.  1 

Q. Did anyone explain what the plan was for you while you were there, did you know how 2 

long you were going to be there for?  3 

A. No, I didn't.  4 

Q. The Brothers never said anything?  5 

A. No, they just let me go when they had enough of me.  6 

Q. And what about whanau, were they able to visit?  7 

A. They weren't allowed, they weren't allowed to visit because Social Welfare told my parents 8 

"You're not allowed to visit your son" because we were taken off our parents and they 9 

didn't want us, but they wanted to come to see us, but they weren't allowed, yeah.  10 

Q. And were you asking, can you just at least ring them?  11 

A. I did, I did ask them, but my mum and dad didn't have a phone.  12 

Q. And we know that at Marylands it was a school for the disabled, for people with 13 

disabilities?  14 

A. Yeah.  15 

Q. Did you notice a whole lot of different, did-- you know that when you were there? 16 

A. I was there because I'm mentally retarded and that's the symptoms I got from Social 17 

Welfare, mentally retarded, and when I went to the school there was only one mentally 18 

retarded person and his name was GRO-B            , he was the only one who was mentally 19 

retarded, yeah.  20 

Q. And what about the other kids, you just thought they were normal?  21 

A. I saw some mongols there, but yeah, I just thought they were normal kids.  22 

Q. Yeah, okay.  Thank you, that was all I wanted to ask.   23 

CHAIR:  So, I don't have any further questions for you, but just to repeat what I said before.  24 

Thank you for coming back, and particularly now that I've heard that you were worried last 25 

time that the Police might come and get you, I'm sorry you went through that experience, 26 

that must have been terrible for you.  So, I'm sorry you did that.  Are you sure now there's 27 

no Police going to come?   28 

A. No.  29 

Q. You're satisfied about that?  30 

A. Yeah.  31 

Q. Because I want to reassure you that we have nothing but admiration for you, nothing bad is 32 

going to come, and we're hoping that as a result of the evidence that you've given us today 33 
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and your writings, and I know you've written a lot of other things which we've seen, that 1 

good will come from what you've done.   2 

A. Ae.  3 

Q. Good will come from your kaha, from your courage and your bravery.   4 

A. That's what I feel like too, courage.  5 

Q. Very good, you are very good.   6 

A. (Inaudible) I'm courageous, you're going to be courageous because I gave up my son to win 7 

my son back.  8 

Q. That's right.  And the last thing I want to say is, I'm really happy to hear that you finally 9 

have a little home of your own.   10 

A. Yeah.  11 

Q. And you're cosy and comfortable in it.   12 

A. Yeah.  13 

Q. And it's the least you deserve and I'm very happy to hear that that's the case.  So go well 14 

Donald.   15 

A. I will.  16 

Q. And thank you again for coming.   17 

A. Okay, thank you.  18 

CHAIR:   We will take an adjournment.  Ms Anderson, what time shall we return?   19 

MS ANDERSON:   If we're able to just take a slightly shortened adjournment and come back at 20 

2.15, just to get back on track.  21 

CHAIR:   Shall we say 2 o'clock?   22 

MS ANDERSON:   2.15.  23 

CHAIR:   All right, we'll come back then at 2.15, thank you very much.   24 


