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[Video played of Wayne Gowland's statement]  1 

COMMISSIONER ALOFIVAE:  Good morning Wayne.  My name is Sandra Alofivae and I'm 2 

one of the Commissioners here with the Inquiry.  Thank you very much for providing this 3 

pre-record for us.  Thank you very much for doing your best under the circumstances that 4 

you were there.   5 

Just your last comments around the St John of God Brothers still, despite everything 6 

that you went through, you're still able to be generous in your spirit and think about the 7 

Brothers as a whole.  This takes a lot of courage but it also takes a depth of a person to be 8 

able to think of others in a context where terrible things actually happened to them. 9 

I'm not surprised that you can't quite get the words out, but I want to assure you that 10 

we understand and that we're hearing and that we're listening to everything else that you've 11 

said.  The loss of your culture, which probably also equated to maybe a loss of your 12 

identity, that that is something that cannot be easily rectified and thank you for sharing the 13 

struggle that you're going through right now in just trying to reconnect. 14 

It's been a big two weeks really in listening to all of this evidence.  So I want to 15 

thank you for placing your voice alongside all of the other survivors that have come 16 

forward for us to help us understand what truly went on there at Marylands, and what we 17 

can do to put some recommendations forward for the future, so that things like this don't 18 

ever happen again.  Take care and I hope you're staying connected to our well-being service 19 

as well.  Thank you.  20 

CHAIR:  So that is our final survivor voice apart from the documentary.  Is that right?   21 

MS ANDERSON:  That's right, so if we move to the documentary with just repeating the warning 22 

that you were going to.  23 

CHAIR:  Yes, for those who weren't watching earlier, we're now about to watch a 40 minute 24 

documentary.  It contains images of survivors, both in New Zealand and Australia.  It also 25 

contains images, pictures of some of the St John of God Brothers who have been convicted 26 

and other Brothers who were subject to reports of abuse. 27 

If you think that seeing these pictures, these images for this film with these people 28 

in it is going to effect you, is going to trigger you, is going to make you react badly, then 29 

please feel free to turn off the video at this stage for 40 minutes and if you wish to engage 30 

again, turn on again after 40 minutes.  But do take care of yourself and don't watch it if you 31 

think it's going to be harmful to you. 32 

Thank you Ms Anderson.   33 

MS ANDERSON:  Thank you Madam Chair. 34 


